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Above: The garden area which 
will be developed. 

Right and below: Staff, volunteers 
and patients celebrate the good 
news of the lottery success 


Winners by - 
a massive 
11 , 600 -vote 
margin 

MORE than 12,000 voters from 
across the region picked up their 
phones to crown Mary Stevens 
Hospice as their winner. 

After bagging 12,324 votes 
they beat their contender, 
Wigwam Weekends’ 711 votes, by 
a whopping 11,613. 

The hospice which provides 
free specialist palliative care for 
people with life-limiting ill¬ 
nesses, caters for day patients 
and 10 in-patients as well as 
offering a bereavement service . 

The “Spaces” project which is 
based on the idea of a sensory 
garden will benefit all those who 
use their services. 

Margot James, MP for Stour¬ 
bridge, who also voted for Mary 
Stevens Hospice, has contacted 
staff to congratulate them on this 
huge success. 

The news comes only a few 
months after Margot cam¬ 
paigned successfully for Govern¬ 
ment funding for the hospice. 

Ministers announced in July 
that End of Life Care Strategy 
funding would be available. 

Margot said: “I offer my 
warmest congratulations to 
Mary Stevens Hospice and the 
team that secured this fantastic 
prize. 

“This is such a worthy cause 
and I know that so much effort 
has been put into winning the top 
prize, which will make a huge dif¬ 
ference to so many people’s lives.” 


Hospice’s big thank you to TV 
voters for £30,800 Lottery win 


T HESE are the smiles 
that say a big, heart¬ 
felt thank you to the 
thousands of TV voters who 
helped a Stourbridge 
hospice get lottery funding. 

Mary Stevens Hospice hospice, 
of Hagley Road, was selected to 
receive a £30,886 cash boost from 
the Big Lottery fund — beating 
more than 300 applicants to the 
prize in the People’s Millions com¬ 
petition. 

After going head to head with 
Wigwam Weekends from Derbyshire, 
the hospice was announced as winner 
last Wednesday, live on Central News. 

The money will be used to develop 
the hospice garden and create a new 
sensory area. 

Staff and volunteers are due to meet 
with landscape experts to discuss the 
“Spaces” project and hope to see the 
sensory garden up and running by 
next summer. 

Improvements will be made over the 
entire garden making it easier for 
patients to access. The existing patio 
garden will be levelled off and raised 


flower beds built to ensure all users can 
get the best benefits from plantings. 

There will also be a quiet seating 
area on the lawn for patients to spend 
private moments with loved-ones. 

The People’s Millions is a partner¬ 
ship between the Big Lottery Fund and 
ITV, where the public decides which 
local community projects gets up to 
£50,000 of Lottery funding. 

Jackie Kelly, director of nursing, 
said: “This has been absolutely terrific. 
We have been really overwhelmed by 
the amount of support that we have 
received and we want to get across to 
everyone about how grateful we are. 

“We want to get the garden under 
way as soon as possible as we really feel 
that this addition to the hospice will 
create a wonderful space for patients, 
enhancing their quality of life. 

“Thank you to everyone who has sup¬ 
ported us in this appeal and everyone 


By Sarah Hazelwood 


Dudleychrons@expressandstar.co.uk 

who picked up the phone and voted. 
This will really make such a wonderful 
difference for our patients.” 

Gillian Nash, an MS patient who 
visits the hospice day centre every 
week, said: “I know family and friends 
all voted for Mary Stevens. I encour¬ 
aged as many as I could to pick up the 
phone and make the effort to vote. 

Support 

“Visiting the hospice is the highlight 
of my week and a chance to do normal 
things like having a drink and a meal 
with friends, getting my nails done, 
having my hair fixed or getting some 
massage therapy - all things which at 
times can be difficult to make happen. 

“Simple achievements have come to 


mean such a lot and Mary Stevens cer¬ 
tainly helps make them happen. 

“The staff are truly wonderful and 
kind and nothing is ever too much 
trouble. They are always there for me 
and others. I am so pleased they have 
the funding and I cannot begin to say 
just how grateful I am to all those 
viewers who made it possible.” 

Mrs Nash, of The Knoll, Kingswin- 
ford, who started attending the hospice 
three years ago after her condition 
deteriorated, added: “The garden 
project will make the lovely grounds 
even better.” 

The Hospice is also committed to 
helping those who have lost loved-ones 
to ensure they too receive the support 
they need. 

Joy Myers, of Stourbridge, whose 
husband was cared for by the hospice 
during his fight with cancer, has 
praised the dedicated team. She said: 


“I think the work that they do is so 
important and they helped me and my 
husband Mike no end. 

“When Mike passed away a few 
months ago the staff made so much 
effort to ensure that I had as much 
support as I needed, they are always 
there for me whenever I need them. 

“Although the people that use the 
hospice are very ill, the place is such a 
happy environment it really puts 
patients and their families at ease. 

“I am so pleased that they have won 
this money, a sensory garden will be so 
beneficial to the patients. 

“I wish them all the best with their 
project because they truly deserve it. 

“I can’t thank the staff enough for 
what they did for my husband and 
what they have done for me and my 
family ever since.” 


The £2m challenge 

THE hospice needs to raise over £2 
million each year through its 
fundraising activities and is 
dependent upon the support of the 
community. To find out more about 
fundraising at the hospice, call 
Janet Jones, fundraising manager, 
on 01384 377778. 
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Drivers pulled over 
by fake traffic cop 



Vehicle breakdown 
police make £1.3m 


UP TO £1.3 million has 
poured into West Mid¬ 
lands Police coffers in 
two years from recovery 
companies tipped off by 
officers about broken 
down vehicles. 

The force called contrac¬ 
tors to tow away more than 
50,000 vehicles in 2008 and 
2009. It often receives a 
referral fee of £25. 

Recovery firms pay the 
force a “management fee” in 
return for notification of 
vehicles that need to be 
picked up from the scenes of 
accidents or breakdowns. 


West Midlands Police 
insisted the charge was not 
applied in every case — but 
declined to say how many 
payments were made or how 
much money the referrals 
had generated. 

Pressure 

Potential receipts from 
the management fee were 
£723,800 in 2008 and 
£622,275 in 2009. 

Force spokeswoman Pav 
Shergill said: “The manage¬ 
ment fee is currently £25. 

“West Midlands Police 
referred 28,952 vehicles in 
2008 and 24,891 in 2009. 


Not all of these vehicles 
attract the management 
fee, which is currently £25.” 

The figures released 
under the Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act also showed that 
the Met in London received 
no fees. 

Paul Watters, head of 
roads policy for the AA, said 
police forces agreed con¬ 
tracts with recovery firms to 
ensure the speedy removal 
of stricken vehicles. 

He said: “The police have 
to clear roads quickly and 
are under pressure to do so 
from motorists.” 


Asbestos appeal by 
tragic wife’s family 


THE husband of a Brier- 
ley Hill pensioner who 
died from asbestos- 
related cancer has 
appealed for information 
to help his fight for com¬ 
pensation. 

Pamela Siviter had 
mesothelioma, which can 
be caused by exposure to 
asbestos. Now her family 
hope that ex-workmates 
can provide vital informa¬ 
tion in their legal battle for 
compensation. 

They are trying to track 
down if and when Mrs 
Siviter was exposed to 


asbestos. She worked for 
British Telecom for 16 
years, and from 1976-82 
was a switchboard operator 
at a telephone exchange in 
Horseley Heath, Tipton. 

Solicitors 

She was later transferred 
to the West Bromwich 
exchange, in High Street, 
until 1992. The building is 
now a Premier Inn. 

When Mrs Siviter died in 
2008 she left her husband of 
44 years, Arthur, as well as 
two children and three 
grandchildren. 

Mr Siviter said: “Pamela 


was the centre of our family 
and lived for her children 
and grandchildren. She 
passed away after a short 
illness and the whole family 
were completely in shock. 

“No inquest or post 
mortem was carried out. 

“However, we requested 
that some of Pamela’s tissue 
samples were investigated 
further and discovered that 
her death was in keeping 
with mesothelioma.” 

Ronan Hynes, at solici¬ 
tors Irwin Mitchell, can be 
contacted at ronanhynes@ 
irwinmitchell.com or 0870 
1500 100 


A WANNABE police officer fitted blue flashing 
lights to his Ford Focus and pulled drivers over 
on West Midlands roads after failing to land a job 
on the force, a court heard. 

Daniel Bunce faces a jail sentence after a judge told 
him that impersonating a policeman was “very 
serious”. The 20-year-old from Tipton bought the lights 
after his application to get a legitimate job in the police 
was turned down. He was also spotted using them to 
beat jams, Warley Magistrates heard last week. 

Peter Love, prosecuting, said it was a bizarre case. 
Bunce, a jobless security guard, bought the Focus in 
January and had the lights fitted to the roof. On Sep¬ 
tember 1, he sped up alongside Andrew Garmston, who 
was riding his three-wheeled motorbike in Jervoise 
Lane, West Bromwich, and pulled him over. 

Bunce gave Mr Garmston a ticking off for not 
wearing a helmet before reassuring him he was not 
going to fine him this time. 

Mr Love said Joseph Richards, a friend of Mr Garm¬ 
ston who had been riding alongside him on a quad bike, 
recognised Bunce from school. He said, “you’re not a 
police officer”, but Bunce responded that he was from 
Wednesbury traffic division and drove off. 

Southbound 

The friends called police, who matched the incident 
with a report of a Focus using a flashing light in traffic 
jams on the southbound M5 at Worcester on April 30. 

In interview, Bunce, of Beech Crescent, said he had 
pulled people over a number of times. He admitted one 
charge of impersonating a special constable or a 
member of a police force. 

Gerard Brady, defending, said: “There is immense 
regret. He has always wanted to be a policeman. He 
applied for the job but did not get it.” 

Mr Brady said Bunce previously had a part-time 
traffic management job which meant he could use 
orange flashing lights - but not blue ones. 

“He was immature and regrets his actions.” 

District Judge Graham Wilkinson said he had not 
ruled out custody for Bunce 

The case was adjourned for reports and Bunce is due 
to appear in court again on January 4. 

Santa’s safari 
with reindeer 


FAMILIES can go on a 
sleigh ride with a differ¬ 
ence this Christmas — sur¬ 
rounded by lions, giraffes 
and elephants. 

Santa and his seven rein¬ 
deer will be making four- 
mile trips around West 
Midland Safari Park, at 
Bewdley, throughout 
December. 

The park has a herd of 
reindeer that spend the 
summer months in the 
park. 

Now in its sixth year, the 
Santa Safari event covers 


the whole safari park trail 
up until Christmas Eve. 

It also takes in the Dis¬ 
covery Trail which includes 
Seal Island, the Twilight 
Cave, Creepy Crawlies, the 
Seaquarium and the 
Sealion Show. 

Adult admission is 
£10.95, children £13.95 
and £6.95 babies under 12 
months old. 

West Midland Safari 
Park is opens only at week¬ 
ends until February 13, 
2011, but will be open daily 
for the Santa Safari. 



Alan Thomas, Freddy De Freitas, Jim Stevenson and Chris Deacy Enville golf club’s founder members with landowner Sir John Grey on October 19,1935 

Golfers find fair way to 
keep their club thriving 



A scorecard cover for the 1951 Staffordshire Open The 39th Battalion Home Guard was formed to protect Enville in World War Two 


GOLFERS at one of Britain’s 
top clubs took a trip down 
memory lane to celebrate its 
75th anniversary. 

Officials dug out photographs 
charting Enville Golf Club’s 
history. 

Nearly 200 golfers gathered to 
help mark the anniversary with a 
tournament at its course near 
Stourbridge. 

Author Graham Rowley also 
compiled a booklet called Enville 
Golf Club: No Common Group fea¬ 
turing documents including score- 
cards, letters and postcards from 
the past. 

The club was founded in 
October 1935 by 11 players. It now 
has about 900 members - and a 
waiting list. 

The Professional Golf Associa¬ 
tion ranks it among the top 200 in 
the country. It has two courses - 
Lodge and the original Highgate, 
and hosts an Open Championship 
qualifier. 

There are hopes of a new green 
for the 11th hole of Lodge course 
in 2011, and improvements have 
been made to the 11th and 15th 
holes on the Highgate course. 


“It is important to keep improv¬ 
ing the course to create new chal¬ 
lenges,” said club captain Freddy 
De Freitas, who helped put 
together a picture display for an 
anniversary dinner and tourna¬ 
ment after becoming captain this 
year after a 37-year association 
with the club. He was helped by 
wife Lesley, former ladies’ captain. 

“It has been wonderful to be 


associated with the club for so 
many years - there is really good 
camaraderie among members,” 
Mr De Freitas said. 

Enville Golf Club was set up in 
October 1935 by players from the 
Churchill & Blakedown and 
Stourbridge clubs who wanted a 
full 18-hole course. Sir John Grey 
agreed to lease Enville Common 
for a course, and some of the early 


holes were designed on 1936 Open 
Champion Alf Padgham’s advice. 

The club unveiled its 18-hole 
course in May 1938 after recogni¬ 
tion by the English Golf Union. 

In World War Two the 39th Bat¬ 
talion Enville Home Guard used it 
for training. John Henry 
Edwards, son of founder member 
SJ Edwards, died after shrapnel 
pierced his stomach on an exercise. 


His son, Brian, has been a 
member for more than 50 years. 

In 1968 Ron Hinton was 
appointed club professional with 
wife Joyce as stewardess. The club 
also moved into a new clubhouse - 
formerly Morfe farmhouse. 

Son Paul became club assistant 
professional and his brother 
Philip was Staffordshire Amateur 
and Open Champion in 1972. 
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Designs 
for new 
sign are 
needed 


ARTISTS and designers 
are being invited to put 
their stamp on Lye. 

The Lye and Wollescote 
Regeneration Partnership 
is looking for a design to go 
on a new welcome sign for 
the town. 

The sign is being installed 
as part of a refurbishment 
scheme to transform a 
shrub bed on the corner of 
High Street, Connops Way 
and Chapel Street into a 
paved and grassed area 
with seating. 

People are now being 
invited to put forward a 
design, to sit underneath 
the words Welcome to The 
Lye, Part of the Black 
Country, which reflects the 
town’s heritage. 

Executive 

Deputy council leader 
Councillor Les Jones, 
cabinet member for eco¬ 
nomic regeneration, said: 
“There is a great sense of 
community in Lye, with 
traders and residents 
working together to 
improve the town. 

“This new refurbished 
area, with its bespoke sign 
will provide a lovely 
welcome to the town for vis¬ 
itors and help attract 
further investment into this 
part of the borough. 

“This is a fantastic oppor¬ 
tunity for an artist or 
designer to put their mark 
on the town by having their 
design welcoming people to 
it.” 

The winning design will 
be chosen by the partner¬ 
ship’s executive committee. 
Once made up into the sign 
it will be 95cm wide by 60cm 
high. Entries can be sent to 
Councillor Adrian Turner by 
January 18. 

Variety night 
will boost 
trust funds 

A NIGHT of song, dance and 
comedy is being held to raise 
cash for a Black Country 
charity. 

Proceeds from the variety 
show at Brierley Hill Civic 
Hall on Thursday, January 
27, will go to the Geoff Hill 
Charitable Trust which gives 
grants to groups and chari¬ 
ties. 

Comic Lee Wilson, magi¬ 
cian John Milner and the 
popular songtress Maggie 
O’Hara are among those 
taking part. 

Tickets at £8 to £10 are 
available from 01384 812812 
or online at dudley.gov.uk or 
from 01384 443311. 
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Stephanie Crawford outside The Pearl Girl 


Bead pub a rare pearl 


A BEAD shop launched in a 
Black Country pub has proved 
so successful the landlord has 
given it a glittering new name 
- The Pearl Girl. 

Businessman Ray Crawford 
says he wanted to give his 
Tipton pub, The Comedian, in 
New Road, Tipton, a more 
appropriate moniker after his 
jewellery enterprise took off. 

The business started off as 
an internet venture four years 
ago and Mr Crawford, aged 63, 
who runs the pub with his wife 
Stephanie, claims it is the first 
licensed bead shop in the 
British Isles. 

The father of son Darcy 20 
and daughter Cassidy, 17, was 
introduced to the business 
through his brother who runs a 
successful company in Aus¬ 


tralia. Mr Crawford now visits 
China regularly to buy new 
beads and eye up the latest 
trends. 

“It has turned into now is a 
destination pub and people are 
turning up from all over 
England. It has been turned 
into a girlie pub. 

Shelves 

“There’s plenty of blokey 
pubs, but there’s never really 
been a girlie bar and you can sit 
there and have a coffee and 
have an alcoholic drink. 

“I think all pubs have to do 
something different.” 

As well as changes to the pub 
signs, Mr Crawford’s stock of 
thousands of beads are housed 
on shelves inside the pub and 
customers can relax with a 


drink or something to eat as 
they mull over purchases. 

Mr Crawford added: “It’s like 
walking into a shop you’ve 
never been to in your life 

“It’s the kind of bead shop 
that no bloke has ever com¬ 
plained about going to because 
they can watch the big screen 
and their partner can shop to 
their heart’s content.” 

Mr Crawford believes the 
pub’s popularity has spread 
due to word of mouth and cus¬ 
tomers from London and as far 
afield as Scunthorpe have also 
popped in. 

Beads can be bought online 
at www.thepearlgirl.co. uk, 
and the pub also holds jew¬ 
ellery making classes every 
Monday between 6pm and 
9.30pm. 


School splashes out on 
£138,000 swim revamp 


A SWIMMING pool at a Stour¬ 
bridge school is to have a £188,000 
revamp so it can be used by up to 
2,000 people a year, including 
pupils and the wider community. 

The pool at Gig Mill Primary is cur¬ 
rently only open for three months per 
year, just for pupils. 

Dudley Council wants to upgrade the 


the redevelopment of the pool was a priority 
and hope it can be used by up to 2,000 
people each year. 

Early bird sessions would be offered for 
parents along with activities for families, 
facilities for water sports and hydrother¬ 
apy. 

Excellent 

The school, which also plans to offer exer¬ 
cise and antenatal classes, hopes to 


pool and open it up to community groups increase use of the pool over the next three 
and sports clubs. It would also be available years from 400 to 2,000 people, 
for pool parties. Funding for the scheme includes 

School governors and managers said the £70,000 grant from Sport England and a 

£70,000 grant from the 
Ibstock Cory Environmen¬ 
tal Trust. 

The rest of the cash for 
the project has come from 
school and council funds. 

Work at the school in The 
Broadway, Norton, will 
include installing a new, 
better-insulated enclosure 
for the pool so that it can 
open for longer. 

Council leader Councillor 
Anne Millward says: “A 
redeveloped swimming pool 
will be an excellent 
resource to the school, other 
local schools, the local com¬ 
munity and local groups 
from swimming clubs, chil¬ 
dren’s centres and older 
people’s clubs.” 


Jobs pledge as 
foundry closes 


BOSSES of a Cradley 
Heath firm that is slash¬ 
ing 37 jobs at a branch in 
Manchester under 
restructuring plans have 
promised that there will 
be no job losses closer to 
home. 

Westley Group, a foundry 
in Doulton Road, will shed 
37 posts out of 160 at 
Mather’s Foundry in 
Newton Heath, Manches¬ 
ter, to focus on higher 
margin work. 

The decision will lead to 
the group increasing its 
profitability while turnover 
decreases, meaning it does 
not need such a large work¬ 
force. 

But bosses said last week 
that the pinch would not be 
felt at its Cradley Heath 
foundry, nor at the J T Price 
site which the group owns in 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

Rob Salisbury Westley’s 
group commercial director, 


said: “We have identified 
there are approximately 37 
people at risk of redundancy 
in Manchester, but that will 
have no bearing on the rest 
of the Westley Group. 

“The decision to focus on 
higher margin work will 
reduce our turnover from 
£13 million to around £llm, 
but it will increase our prof¬ 
itability. 

“It means we will be 
melting less and producing 
less, and we have to do that 
with fewer people. “ 

Matchstick 

The Manchester foundry 
was known as Mather & 
Platt’s when it was bought 
by Westley Group in 2008. 

It was immortalised by 
artist LS Lowry in a street 
scene complete with a 
“matchstick men” work¬ 
force. 

The foundry supplies 
steel to oil, gas, nuclear and 
other industries. 


Diabetes help 

A FREE course offering 
advice for Dudley people 
with diabetes is now being 
run in Punjabi and Urdu. 

Organisers say people 
from south Asian communi¬ 
ties are six times more 
likely to develop diabetes. 

If the condition is not 
managed correctly, it can 
lead to complications such 
as kidney failure, blindness 
and heart disease. Courses 
run on Tuesdays at 10.30am 
at King’s House, King 
Street, Dudley. 


Yobs could have killed grandad 



Harry Shepherd outside his damaged home in Brierley 
Hill after it was targeted by missile-hurling yobs 


A PENSIONER was 
showered with glass 
when yobs hurled a lump 
of rubble through his 
living room window. 

Grandfather Harry Shep¬ 
herd, aged 84, was watching 
TV when the chunk of brick 
and cement narrowly 
missed his head. 

Mr Shepherd, a retired 
Round Oak steelworker, 
says he is baffled why 
vandals have targeted his 
home in Brierley Hill. 

“I couldn’t move for a 
minute or two because of the 
shock. There was glass all 
over the place,” he said. 

Police are investigating 
the attack at about 4.30pm 
on Friday, November 19, 
while his son, Richard, was 
out. 

Patrols 

Richard said: “The neigh¬ 
bour said the sound of the 
window smashing was like a 
shot from a gun. 

“The lump weighed about 
a stone and a half and could 
have killed him. It smashed 
through both layers of 
double glazing. 

“Whoever was responsi¬ 
ble must have come through 
the gate into the front 
garden and hurled it with 
considerable force. 

Richard, a warehouse 
worker, aged 48, said police 
had assured his father they 
had stepped up patrols in 
the area near Brettell Lane. 

Witnesses are asked to 
contact West Midlands 
Police on 0345 113 5000 or 
call Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 
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Impact 
of false 
alarms 
growing 

THE number of false 
alarms triggered by 
automatic systems in 
the West Midlands 
has soared over the 
past year. 

Firefighters have been 
sent out to 1,741 false 
alarms in homes and 
sheltered housing since 
April, 100 more than 
expected. The most sig¬ 
nificant increases have 
been in Dudley Sandwell 
and Walsall. 

It puts extra pressure 
on West Midlands Fire 
Service as it faces up to 
£30 million cuts. 

The fire service has an 
annual budget of 
£411,000 for smoke 
alarms in 2010-11 and 
has so far spent £188,000 
of that. 

In a report to the West 
Midlands Fire Authority, 
chief fire officer Vij Ran- 
deniya said: “Ownership 
of smoke alarms in 
private dwellings has 
increased significantly 
due to the large number 
of home safety checks 
completed by the service 
and this may have 
resulted in an increase in 
calls. “ 

Further evaluation is 
ongoing into this 
increase and the number 
of smoke alarms that 
have reached their end of 
life and support is being 
offered to sheltered 
schemes to reduce the 
number of false alarms 
calls.” 

Arson is also up in the 
latest figures, with 204 
incidents in homes so far 
compared with a target of 
187. There has been a 3.6 
per cent increase in inci¬ 
dents compared with last 
year. 


Limelight 
awaits a 
child star 

YOUNGSTERS have a 
chance to star in the pan¬ 
tomime Dick Whitting¬ 
ton at the Birmingham 
Hippodrome. 

The theatre has 
donated a prize of a walk- 
on part for one child for 
this year’s Christmas 
Auction by The Big Give. 

The winner, aged six to 
10, will appear in cos¬ 
tume alongside stars 
including Joan Collins, 
Julian Clary and Nigel 
Havers. 

A backstage tour, 
private buffet and goody- 
bags will be thrown in. 

Anyone interested in 
bidding can visit www. 
thebiggive.org.uk/auc 
tion before Sunday. 
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Homes prices 
plummet lOpc 


Twin prize 
delight for 
students’ 
landlord 


Courts’ guards confiscate 
knives-then return them 


HOUSE prices in the West 
Midlands have tumbled by 
more than a tenth in three 
years as the cost of renting 
soars, new figures show. 

It is now cheaper to buy a 
house than rent across much of 
the region. 

Properties in Dudley fell 
eight per cent, or £11,332 on 
average. 

The average value of a 
detached house in Wolver¬ 
hampton has slumped by 
£34,614 since 2007, while prop¬ 
erty prices have dropped 13.1 
per cent. Sandwell saw the 
biggest slump with values tu rn - 


bling by more than 16 per cent — 
more than £21,500. 

In Walsall, where prices is 
down 6.5 per cent in three 
years, it is now a third cheaper 
to pay a mortgage than rent. 

Accepting 

Figures published by LSL 
Property Services show the 
average cost of renting has 
risen 0.4 per cent to £691 - a 4.5 
per cent rise since October 2009. 

Estate agents across the West 
Midlands report that home 
owners are accepting up to 10 
per cent less than their original 
asking prices in a bid to speed 
up chains. 


A CRADLEY Heath 
landlord has won a pair 
of awards in a national 
competition. 

Andy Burton was 
named National Student 
/ House in Multiple Occu¬ 
pation Landlord of the 
Year and West Midlands 
Landlord of the Year at 
the Landlord and Let¬ 
tings Awards. 

Mr Burton has been 
director and co-owner of 
Orbit Bearings and 
Transmission Ltd, in 
Cradley Heath, for the 
past 20 years. 


CRIME suspects tried to take 
more than 1,000 knives into 
courts in the Black Country and 
Staffordshire in the last two 
years - but many are posted back 
to them for free after confisca¬ 
tion. 

The blades were seized by con¬ 
tracted security staff who man metal 
detectors and use hand-held scan¬ 
ners to sweep defendants and visitors 
for weapons as they enter court 
buildings. 

Security records disclosed by the 
Ministry of Justice show that 234 
knives were taken into Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Magistrates Court and 217 at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court - the 


highest number in the West Mid¬ 
lands. 

A further 218 blades were confis¬ 
cated at the two courts in Walsall, 
while 192 were taken in Stafford and 
151 in Dudley. 

Cannock Magistrates’ Court 
guards seized 64 blades and 22 were 
confiscated in West Bromwich. 

Convicted 

Illegal knives more than three 
inches long are retained by security 
staff and handed over to police. 

But the Ministry of Justice admit¬ 
ted it posts smaller, legal knives back 
to their owners free of charge if they 
complete a short written application, 
regardless of whether the person car¬ 


rying it was convicted of a violent 
offence. 

Sharps like Stanley knives can 
legally be carried, but are prohibited 
at court. 

The records also show that alcohol 
had to be confiscated 955 times. 

Mark Kram, spokesman for the 
Ministry of Justice, said: “Whether 
they get the items back depends on if 
they are legal. If it’s tools, cameras, 
recording equipment, or alcohol they 
are handed back. 

“Firearms and knives longer than 
three inches are retained and police 
are contacted. Knives under three 
inches are given back on application. 

The data covers September 2008 to 
September this year. 


Fines top 
1,000 on 
roads at 
hospital 


MORE than 1,030 fines 
have been issued to 
drivers parking illegally 
on roads near a Dudley- 
hospital during the past 
year 

Roads around Russells 
Hall Hospital are regularly 
clogged with cars as people 
struggle to find a spot at the 
car park, prompting com¬ 
plaints from residents 
living near the site. 

Figures show that 1,034 
tickets were issued between 
October 1, 2009, and 

October 31, 2010, raising 
thousands of pounds for 
Dudley Council. 

There were 962 fines 
given to people parked 
along Pensnett High Street, 
65 in Bushey Fields Road 
and seven on the A4101 
Pensnett Road. 

Living 

The council says the “vast 
majority” of the £50 and £70 
fines are paid within 14 
days, meaning a reduced 
figure is paid. 

A £6 million staff car park 
with 691 spaces is currently 
being built at the rear of the 
hospital. Hospital bosses 
hope the new multi-storey 
will help to ease the conges¬ 
tion on roads and free up 
space for patients and visi¬ 
tors. 

. Council spokesman Phil 
Parker said: “Penalty 
Charge Notices are issued 
to vehicles that appear to be 
parking in contravention of 
the council’s traffic regula¬ 
tion orders. Any ticket may 
be challenged by the 
motorist if they believe it 
was incorrectly issued.” 

Staff living within a mile 
of Russells Hall Hospital 
will not be allowed to use 
the new multi-storey. 


Anger over 
late lock-in 
at car park 


A MOTHER was stunned to find her 
car locked in at Merry Hill late at 
night - just as she was due to collect 
her 14-year-old son from a youth club. 

Michelle Price-Hunt says three other 
vehicles were also locked in when their 
owners returned to the car park at Best 
Buy electrical store at 9.50pm to find the 
barriers down. 

The Merry Hill Centre is open until 
10pm, but Best Buy closes at 8pm and 
shuts its car park 30 minutes later. 

Mrs Price-Hunt, a childminder, com¬ 
plained that there was no sign on the car 
park to indicate the opening hours. 

A Best Buy spokesman said that infor¬ 
mation was included alongside the 


opening hours at the entry and exit of the 
store, but managers are now planning to 
introduce additional signs for the car park. 

Mrs Price-Hunt, aged 46, of Thompson 
Close, Dudley Wood, said: “I was in a panic 
because I was due to collect my son Adam 
from youth club in Nether ton. 

Worrying 

“Three other people also found their cars 
shut in. One car was small enough to nego¬ 
tiate around the barrier but the other two 
drivers crunched the bottom of their vehi¬ 
cles on the stones in the grass at the side 
and I didn’t want to risk it. 

“My son walked home from the club with 
a friend, which is worrying so late at night, 
and I walked home with all my shopping 
bags.” 

The Best Buy spokesman 
said: “On Fridays our store 
closes at 8pm and our car 
park closes 30 minutes later, 
allowing ample time for cus¬ 
tomers to leave. This infor¬ 
mation is displayed 
alongside our opening hours 
on entry and exit from the 
store. 

“We are sorry to hear that 
Ms Price-Hunt feels she has 
cause for complaint and we 
will be happy to contact her 
to offer a small gesture of 
goodwill as a thankyou for 
shopping with us. 

“If our customers have 
any queries we would 
advise that they contact our 
customer relations team on 
0333 777 7777 and they will 
be happy to help. In the 
meantime, we are introduc¬ 
ing additional signage to our 
Merry Hill car park.” 


£345,000 food 
block scheme 


A FOOD technology 
block is to be built at a 
Stourbridge boarding 
school under develop¬ 
ment plans. 

It follows the opening of 
three new teaching and res¬ 
idential buildings including 
a sports centre costing 
£10.5 million at Old Swin- 
ford Hospital School. 

Head Peter Jones hopes 
work on the £345,000 new 
block will start at Easter if 
planning permission is 
granted by Dudley Council. 

From September 2011, 


food technology is to be a 
compulsory part of the Key 
Stage 3 curriculum. 

Mr Jones said the build¬ 
ing will help meet the statu¬ 
tory requirement and help 
young people develop 
knowledge and understand¬ 
ing of food technology. 

The new block will 
provide facilities for 22 
pupils with 11 cookers, six 
sinks, a large fridge, white 
board and projector wall. 

The three teaching and 
residential buildings 
opened last month. 
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Michelle Price-Hunt’s vehicle was locked into a car park at the Merry Hill Centre 


Pass the 

DUDLEY has been 
chosen to take part in a 
Guinness World Record 
for the largest ever pass 
the parcel game. 

A giant parcel the size of a 
small car will make its way 
through Dudley in Decem¬ 
ber, as part of a tour of 10 
towns or cities across the 
UK. The other locations 


parcel in record bid 


involved in the attempt are 
Aberaeron, Edinburgh, 
Kendal, Leeds, Littlehamp- 
ton, Liverpool, Manchester 
and Reading. 

The parcel will contain 
thousands of pounds worth 
of toys, which will be given 
away over the course of 
Woolies’ World Record 
Breaking Pass the Parcel 
Christmas Adventure. 


Small gifts will also be 
given to the first 100 people 
who go along and the lucky 
town which peels off the last 
layer of the parcel is prom¬ 
ised a “celebrity surprise”. 

The date the parcel will 
be in Dudley has not yet 
been revealed. 

To follow the tour visit 
www.facebook.com/wool 
worthsuk. 


Hotel in 
limbo 
as talks 
founder 

TALKS over the 
future of a derelict 
office block near 
Dudley town centre 
have broken down, 
sparking fears it could 
remain empty for 
years to come. 

It was hoped that 
Cavendish House could 
be transformed into a 
hotel with 150 bed¬ 
rooms. 

But discussions with a 
number of hotel chains 
have ended, leaving the 
owners Abstract still 
shelling out about 
£250,000 a year on its 
upkeep, insurance and 
security costs. 

Companies are reluc¬ 
tant to invest while the 
economy and jobs 
market is uncertain, 
according to associate 
director Muhammad 
Hassan. 

Concerned 

“There’s nothing con¬ 
crete happening at this 
stage, but we are being 
very pro-active trying to 
drum up interest in the 
site. 

“It is difficult though 
because the economy 
has taken a real hit in 
the last couple of years.” 

Dudley Council does 
not want the site to be 
used for a supermarket, 
as they are concerned 
customers could be 
drawn away from the 
main town centre. 

One idea could see 
each wing in the L- 
shaped building conv¬ 
erted into a 60 or 
90-bedroom hotel. 

Praise for 
merger 

THE Black Country’s 
four councils have 
received praise in Parlia¬ 
ment for their efforts to 
cut costs by seeking to 
merge services. 

The Cabinets of 
Dudley, Sandwell, 
Walsall and Wolver¬ 
hampton met for the first 
time last week to discuss 
sharing services. 

Library services are 
already in line to be 
merged under the cost¬ 
cutting drive. 

Other services which 
may he shared include 
emergency planning, 
health and safety, public 
health and IT. 

Stourbridge MP 
Margot James high¬ 
lighted the region’s 
efforts in the Commons, 
paying tribute to the 
councils involved. 
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Children in harmony 
for top choir contest 


TALENTED schoolchild¬ 
ren are tuning up to make 
sure they are note-perfect 
ahead of Merry Hill’s 
annual Christmas choir 
competition which starts 
this month. 

This year will see the tenth 
Christmas choir contest 
hosted by the Brierley Hill 
shopping centre, which aims 
to celebrate the musical 
talents of children. 

The event will see young 
songsters battle it out in 
front of live audiences. 

For 2010, almost 50 
schools have signed up to 


take part for the two-week 
enterprise. The choirs, made 
up of pupils aged seven to 11, 
will compete in four cate¬ 
gories including best choir, 
best performance, best 
costume and best newcomer. 

Choirs will be judged on 
the quality of performance, 
originality, enthusiasm and 
enjoyment factor by an X- 
Factor style panel of judges 
and the four winning schools 
each win £1,000. 

To mark the tenth anniver¬ 
sary, each choir will raise 
funds for Mary Stevens 
Hospice, Stourbridge. 

Kelly Reed, marketing 


manager at Merry Hill, said: 

“We always get such tal¬ 
ented children competing 
and sometimes it’s hard to 
believe how young they are.” 

Heats started on Novem¬ 
ber 29 and run through to 
December 10. 

Last year best costumer 
went to Ocker Hill Infant 
School in Tipton, best per¬ 
formance went to Mount 
Pleasant Primary School, in 
Quarry Bank, best choir was 
won by Sytchampton End¬ 
owed First School, Stour - 
port, and best newcomer was 
St Giles C of E Primary 
School, Willenhall. 


Thefts as 
motorists 
leave cars 
to defrost 

TWO cars left unat¬ 
tended with their 
engines running while 
they defrosted have been 
stolen from outside 
homes in Dudley. 

A Honda CRV was 
taken from the driveway 
of a house in Lauriston 
Close, Upper Gornal, at 
6.35am last Monday and 
less then an hour later, a 
Mercedes C220 was 
taken from the drive of a 
house on Longmeadow 
Drive, off the Northway. 

Police have now 
stepped up patrols in the 
area. 


Councils hit back on 
Facebook and tweet 


COUNCILS have defended spending 
thousands of pounds on official web¬ 
sites and social media like Facebook 
and Twitter. 

Some authorities have run up huge bills 
setting up vast internet operations, while 
others in the West Midlands have moved 
online for a fraction of the price. Develop¬ 
ment costs range from £235,000 to as little as 
£5,000 across local authorities. 

Dudley Council’s website cost £99,182 to 
set up in 2005 and it spends up to £20,095 a 
year on updating it. Five people update the 
social networks. 

Some district councils in Staffordshire 
have just one person updating their Face- 
book and Twitter feeds as part of their day- 
to-day roles while others, like Walsall, have 


12 people, including press and publicity offi¬ 
cers, on the case. 

Walsall’s Councillor Mike Flower said: 
“Social media is important. We don’t have 
anyone who spends all day updating Twitter 
but we have a large number who have access 
to the accounts and can engage with our com¬ 
munities.” 

Information 

Experts say the average cost of a web 
transaction at 28p, compared to £6.56 for 
face-to-face contact and £3.22 for a phone 
transaction. 

Wolverhampton City Council spent 
£235,000 on a website in 2001 but said there 
were no annual costs. Sandwell Council has 
spent £33,600 on a new website it has been 
working on since April. 


Cannabis 
growing 
father 
in court 


Shabby subway closes 
for bus station facelift 


A MAN who grew 38 
cannabis plants at home 
has been ordered to do 
300 hours’ unpaid work 

Alexander Littlewood, 
aged 30, of Park Road, 
Netherton, admitted culti¬ 
vating the drug at a previ¬ 
ous hearing. 

Dudley magistrates also 
placed Littlewood under 
supervision for 18 months to 
help him break his £150-a- 
week addiction to the drug. 

The drugs and cultivation 
equipment were ordered to 
be destroyed.. 

Maxine Jarrousse, prose¬ 
cuting, said police officers in 
Park Road noticed a strong 
smell of cannabis coming 
from Littlewood’s home. 

Partner 

Heavy condensation was 
forming on an upstairs 
window, indicating the room 
was very damp and humid, 
she added. 

“Littlewood showed them 
upstairs, where they found 
hydroponics equipment and 
38 cannabis plants. 

“In interview, he told 
police he was heavily 
addicted to the drug, to the 
extent of £150-a-week,” she 
added. 

Jahangeer Aslam, de¬ 
fending, said Littlewood 
shared his home with his 
partner and child, and was 
remorseful. 

“It was only when the 
police arrived at his house 
he fully realised how serious 
the situation was,” he said. 

“He accepts he has a 
problem with cannabis. He 
has been smoking it since 
around the age of 14 or 15.” 

Littlewood had stopped 
smoking the drug and was 
seeking help to break his 
addiction, Mr Aslam added. 


A STOURBRIDGE subway branded 
“grimy and shabby” is to be closed for a 
major facelift next month as part of a 
£7 milli on revamp of the town’s bus 
station. 

The main underpass leading from the 
bus station, in Foster Street East, to the 
High Street, is to be sealed off in stages so 
it can remain in use for as long as possible, 
Dudley Council said today. 

Work is due to begin on the subway used 
by thousands of people every week, on 
December 21 with the section running 
directly beneath Foster Street East sealed 


Merry Perry starts festivities 

CRADLEY Heath’s Christmas lights have been turned on 
by Dudley Heathens rider of the year Tom Perry. Tom was 
joined at the event in High Street by team manager Will 
Pottinger, with the switch flicked on last week. They 
described the experience as a “real honour for the club”. 

Children from Corngreaves Primary School sang carols, 
prior to the big switch-on.Councillor Ann Shackleton, 
member for Cradley Hill and Old Hill, said despite the rain 
the evnt went well. 

Pub bulldozed 
by developers 


off first. This will allow the section running 
directly from the bus station to High Street 
to stay open until the main refurbishment 
scheme gets under way in January. 

Dudley Council said the work on the 
subway, being carried out by Centro under 
plans to create a new interchange, would 
not begin until work on a pathway running 
next to St John’s Church was completed. 

Pathway 

When the subway is closed, the main 
route to the town rail station and Foster 
Street East from High Street for pedestri¬ 
ans will be over the traffic lights on Hagley 
Road.They will then be able 
to take a shortcut along the 
pathway to reach the train 
station and temporary bus 
stops set up in Birmingham 
Road and Parkfield Road. 

The subway is to be closed 
for months for the improve¬ 
ments to be carried out. 


PEOPLE living near a 
derelict Cradley pub des¬ 
cribed as a “carbuncle on the 
landscape” are celebrating 
after bulldozers moved in to 
flatten the building. 

Demolition of the former 
Smiths Arms will pave the 
way for nine new homes. 

Work to knock down the 
former pub, on the corner of 
Meres Road and Compton 
Grove, began last week. 

Neighbourss complained 
the site was attracting van¬ 
dalism and other anti-social 
behaviour after the pub 


closed more than two years 
ago, and the Enterprise 
brewery later erected 
fencing to protect it. 

Councillor Ken Turner 
said: “Everybody in the area 
will be pleased. At one time 
it was a part of the commu¬ 
nity here but, after it closed, 
it became a carbuncle on the 
landscape and a target for 
anti-social behaviour.” 

Martin Ward Develop¬ 
ments, of Bewdley, obtained 
planning permission from 
Dudley Council to build 
homes on the site. 


Scouts clear 
plans hurdle 

PLANS for a group of scouts 
to move to a partly con¬ 
structed industrial building 
in Lye have been supported 
by Dudley Council’s devel¬ 
opment control committee — 
against the recommenda¬ 
tion of officers. 

Members said they were 
in favour of Stambermill St 
Mark’s scouts taking over 
the unfinished site in 
Timmis Road. 

But they deferred giving 
approval so that officers can 
investigate cancelling a 
standard planning agree¬ 
ment where developers or 
applicants have to pay 
towards community devel¬ 
opments. 

Once this has been agreed 
permission for work to begin 
will be given through the 
committee chairman. 


Veterans share their memories 



% 


Year 5 pupils from Tipton Green Primary School, from left, 
Gagan Shinder, Maurice Reid, and Jordan Cook, all aged nine, 
meeting with, back, from left Winston Churchill, Mrs Fox, 
veteran Joe Simms, Winnie the welder, and Captain Mainwar- 
ing, with veterans Len Whitehouse, and George Heritage 


A SOLDIER who 
was part of the D- 
Day landings and a 
Royal Air Force 
mechanic have 
been sharing their 
memories of the 
World War Two 
with children. 

Sixty pupils from 
Tipton Green 
Junior School met 
veterans at Tipton 
Library including 
90-year-old grand¬ 
father Len White- 
house, of Miller 
Crescent, Bilston. 

Mr Whitehouse 
served between 
1942 and 1947 - 
initially with the 
Royal Army Service 
Corps. He was on 
the D-Day landings 
in Normandy in 
June 1944 and was 
tasked with taking 
supplies to the 
forward areas. 

“It was a bit 
noisy and a bit 
rough,” he said. 

Joe Simms, now 
aged 88, served as a 
mechanic with RAF 
263 Squadron in 
1941, based at Bath 
and then Dunbar. 

His task was to 
inspect the aircraft 
for faults before 
they took off. “We 
had to look at the 
planes before they 
went in the air and 
make sure they 
were OK,” said Mr 
Simms, who lives 
off Dorsett Road, 
Wednesbury. 
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Anglers’ 
pool is 
for pupils 

A POOL which is 
proving a good catch with 
Black Country fishermen 
may become a conserva¬ 
tion area for school visits. 

The pool at Heathfield 
Lane, Darlaston, was 
closed by Walsall Council 
after becoming a magnet 
for fly-tippers and yobs. 

But anglers and resi¬ 
dents have taken over 
care of the pool and say 
the Heathfield Lane 
Fishing Club is going 
from strength to 
strength. Council chiefs 
called in the Environ¬ 
ment Agency to further 
boost the pool’s potential. 
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Firewalk 
helps out 
hospice 


HOT-FOOTED fundraisers walked across 
burning embers to raise cash for Walsall 
Hospice. 

A total of 22 people took part in the firewalk 
event at Sporting Khalsa’s football ground, in 
Noose Lane, Willenhall. 

The event was expected to raise more than 
£2,000 for the hospice, which is being built in 
Goscote Lane, and cash is still being collected. 


Trudy Pratt, a partner of Waldrons Solicitors 
in Dudley, said: “Not many people can say they’ve 
walked on fire. To be offered the opportunity to do 
it and raise money for a worthy cause was too 
good an opportunity to miss.” 

Fundraiser for Walsall Hospice Jo Ellis said: 
“The whole event was very lively with everyone 
cheering on the firewalkers and drummers 
adding to the atmosphere.” Call 01922 423578 
for fundraising information. 


‘Judgment day’ over 
200-boat marina plan 
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The proposed marina is close to Hinksford Caravan Park, seen in red 


Revenge attacks are admitted 


A YOUNG father who smashed a 
building’s window and a car wind¬ 
screen in separate revenge attacks in 
Lye has been given a curfew. 

James Taplin, aged 24, threw a brick 
through glass at Gibbs Road House home¬ 
less hostel, causing £150 of damage, after an 
resident allegedly bullied his sister. 

Weeks later he used a pole to cause £1,150 
of damage to a BMW parked on a driveway 


in King Street. The owner was said to have 
been involved in a dispute with the family of 
Taplin, of Hardwick Way, Lye. 

He was traced by DNA and admitted two 
charges of criminal damage for the attacks 
on August 28 and September 11. 

Taplin was given a two month curfew 
banning him from leaving his house 
overnight, plus a two-month curfew for 
breaching a suspended sentence by causing 
the criminal damage. 


CONTROVERSIAL plans to flood 
part of the South Staffordshire green 
belt to create a 200-boat marina have 
been recommended for approval by 
council officers. 

Plans for the complex near Swindon 
prompted objections from more than 200 
residents, but are now just one step from 
full approval after winning the backing of 
South Staffordshire Council’s planning 
officers. 

Villagers fear the marina will hit local 
independent traders and leave the small 
settlement swamped by thousands of 
boaters and visitors. 

Gordon Fanthom, of Hinksford Gardens, 
Swindon, has been co-coordinating objec¬ 
tions on behalf of various groups, including 
Swindon Civic Society, Marina Action 
Alliance and the Marina Action Group. 

The 50-year-old, who owns a car repair 
garage in Wombourne, said a final deci¬ 
sion represented “judgment da/’ for the 
village of Swindon. 

“It would effectively be the end of the 
village,” he said. 

“There would be 1,000 people coming 
and going continuously, not to mention 
fumes from the boats,” he added. 

An Environment Agency report 
requested by campaigners also revealed 
that the proposed marina is so large it is 
covered by the Reservoirs Act. 

Original proposals for a 252-boat 
marina were scaled down earlier this year. 

Revised plans were submitted for 226 
narrowboats before the latest plans for 199 
boats. A visitor centre on the site has also 
been scaled down. South Staffordshire 
Council’s regulatory committee were due 
to meet on Tuesday evening tofvote on the 
plans. 
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Healthy hub car park 
hit by cash shortage 



Bumble centre buzzing again 


ABLACK 
Country nature 
reserve devas¬ 
tated by an arson 
attack staged an 
emotional 
relaunch after its 
visitor centre was 
restored. 

Pupils, heart¬ 
broken when 
Bumble Hole 
Nature Reserve 
visitor centre, 
Netherton, was 
attacked in May, 
cut the ribbon to 
reopen the build¬ 
ing. Repairs cost 
a total of £25,000. 

Most of it was 
paid for by insur¬ 
ance but £2,000 
came from 
Dudley Council to 
make the roof 
more secure by 
removing sky¬ 
lights which 
were, in the past, 
smashed in 
break-ins. 

Pupils at Hill- 
crest, Sledmere 
and Northfield 
Road Schools also 
raised £2,000 to 
replace smoke- 
damaged items 
inside the centre. 

After the arson 
attack 60 pupils 
at Sledmere 
Primary School 
wrote to the 
Express & Star 
saying heartbro¬ 
ken they were 
about the damage 
to the centre. 


Celebrating Bumble Hole Nature Centre visitor centre relaunch 
are, front, Northfield Primary School pupils Natasha Wheel¬ 
wright and Cameron Falconer 


A CASH-STRAPPED Black Country 
council has no money available to 
build a controversial car park at one of 
its new “healthy hub” sites. 

More than 70 people objected to plans for 
a 16-space car park for visitors to Hunt- 
ingtree Park, off Thornhill Road, Hale¬ 
sowen. 

It would be used by people visiting a new 
outdoor gym at the park. 

It has been designated as one of five 
“healthy hubs” set up by Dudley Council in 
a bid to encourage residents to exercise. 

But Dudley Council, which would be 
responsible for the car park, does not have 
the £50,000 available to pay for it to be 
built. 

Angry 

Instead, funds must come from Section 
106 cash, which developers shell out as 
part of planning permissions for other 
projects. 

Rupert Dugdale, the council’s head of 
economic regeneration delivery, said: 
“There is currently no money available for 
the project. 

“Our thinking is that it can only be 
funded when there is enough money from 
Section 106 payments available for us to 
use.” 

Residents say the cash should be used on 
other parts of the community, as they 
claim the car park will attract anti-social 
behaviour an gangs. 

Jane Beard, a member of the Friends of 
Huntingtree Park, said: “We are so angry 
about this.” 

Carol service invite 
from borough mayor 

PEOPLE are being invited to celebrate the 
festive season with the Mayor of Dudley at 
a traditional Christmas carol service. 

Dudley Council has organised the 
annual carol service on December 9. 
Mayor, Councillor Peter Miller, will be at 
the service at St Mary’s Church, 
Kingswinford, at 7.30pm. Councillor 
Miller said: “What a wonderful way to cel¬ 
ebrate the festive season. I hope people 
will join me for a few Christmas carols.” 
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More delays over J d a M re r 

college scheme by yobs 



Celebrating after their charity bike ride are, front left to right, 
sponsor David Hollis, of the British Mini Club, Gavin Lloyd and 
Pete Morgan with, back left to right, Matt Handley, Kelvin West- 
wood, Stuart Mander, and Matt Darby 


TEN friends from the Black 
Country battled fog, high wind 
and freezing temperatures to 
reach the top of Mount Snowdon 
on their bikes - raising £7,000 for 
a cancer charity. 

Gavin Lloyd, aged 31, of 
Bromley Lane, Kingswinford, 
organised the challenge after 
being inspired by his mother 
Glynis’s battle with cancer. 

The group reached the 3,560ft 
summit in less than three hours 
in severe weather conditions. Mr 


Lloyd gathered his closest friends 
and colleagues from the Travel 
Midland Metro garage in 
Wednesbury, where he works as 
an engineer. 

None of the group were experi¬ 
enced cyclists and some even had 
to buy a mountain bike for the 
ride. Mr Lloyd, who has a six- 
year-old son called William, said: 
“It was such a brilliant feeling 
when we reached the top. We had 
achieved what we set out to do 
and it felt fantastic.” 


A MULTI-MILLION pound 
college expansion dependent 
on the demolition of a historic 
19th century building has 
been delayed for a second 
time. 

Dudley College plans to knock 
down Kudos House, on the corner 
of Priory and Ednam Roads, to 
make way for a £30 million uni¬ 
versity-style campus. 

But a decision is being made on 
whether the historic site should 
be given listed status - which 
would protect it from the bull¬ 
dozer. 

Dudley Council’s development 
control committee had hoped a 
final decision would have been 
made by the Secretary of State for 
culture, media and sport in time 
for their meeting. 

Heritage 

But last week they were told 
the issue was still being decided, 
leaving them with no choice but to 
defer the plan for a second time. 

Council officers told the com¬ 
mittee they were expecting a 
response within the next 10 days. 

English Heritage has called for 
the house to be saved along with 
other groups, including the 
Ancient Monuments Society, The 
Victorian Society and Save 
Britain’s Heritage. 

The plans, which have been rec¬ 
ommended for refusal by council 
officers, were first put on hold in 
October. 


Children learn 
about animals 

DUDLY Zoo education presenter 
Kellie Piper was talking about 
rare and endangered animals to 
pupils at Russells Hall Primary 
School in Dudley last week. 

She also met a few of the 
school’s own wild creatures in the 
shape of hand puppets made by 
Year 4 students. 


METAL thieves have 
resorted to stealing 
garden taps in a bid to 
raise cash, police in 
the Black Country 
fear. 

There have been a 
string of thefts from 
three homes in Olive Hill 
Road and New John 
Street, Halesowen. 

Officers are still inves¬ 
tigating the crimes but 
believe they could have 
been stolen to sell for 
scrap. It is the latest in a 
rash of metal thefts in the 
area. Copper piping, cat¬ 
alytic converters and 
tools have been targeted. 

Communications 
manager for West Mid¬ 
lands Police in Dudley, 
Catherine Hickman, said 
officers in Halesowen 
received reports that a 
small number of homes 
had taps stolen from the 
outside of their property. 

Motive 

Between 10pm and 
11pm on Friday, Novem¬ 
ber 19, three homes were 
targeted, in Olive Hill 
Road and New John 
Street. The taps were 
taken off the wall and the 
incidents are currently 
being investigated as 
theft. 

The motive for the 
thefts is not clear at this 
stage, it may be sheer 
devilment by the 
offender, or they may 
have been stolen for the 
purpose of selling for 
scrap, however the value 
is not expected to be great 
for such items.” 

Sergeant Martin Hall 
warned residents to be on 
and monitor his Twitter 
page for updates. 
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4 Boiler Services 
4 Landlord circles 
4 Full central heating 
systems 

4 Bo iler swaps and 
conversions 

4 Bathroom installations 


4 Power flushing 
4 Air conditioning 
4 Air to Air heat 
4 Gas appliance 
installations 

4 All domestic plumbing 
work 


Developers 
submit plan 
to restore 
landmark 
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PLANS for a new housing develop¬ 
ment that will bring a landmark Black 
Country mansion house back into use 
have been submitted to council chiefs. 

Developers are set to convert the Grade 
Il-listed Corngreaves Hall in Cradley 
Heath into nine apartments and construct 
a new block of six houses adjacent to the 
hall within the grounds. 

A planning application for the scheme 
has now been submitted by Corngreaves 
Hall Ltd which is the freehold owner of the 
Corngreaves Road site. The historic house 
dates back to 1780 and has been empty 


since the 1970s. Since then it has been 
plundered by metal thieves and targeted 
by vandals and arsonists who have caused 
hundreds of thousands of pounds worth of 
damage. 

Permission to turn the hall into housing 
had already been granted by Sandwell 
Council in 2006, but no work ever started 
and in August 2010 Corngreaves Hall Ltd 
bought the property with the objective of 
restoring and developing it. 

A design and access statement submit¬ 
ted to the council which has been prepared 
by Worcester-based Nick Joyce Architects 
LLP, says: “The condition of the hall today 


is very poor: externally the shell remains 
largely intact, but the condition of the 
ashlar facings is poor and the stucco 
window surrounds need repair. 

“The roof has been stripped of its lead- 
work, and with large areas of missing tiles, 
has resulted in years of water damage.” 

The report adds the proposed scheme 
would see the existing hall converted into 
nine apartments — four on the ground floor, 
three on the first floor and two on the 
second floor, while the new block would 
contain six terrace-style two and three 
storey houses. 

Salvation 
Army in 
gift appeal 

THE Salvation Army in 
Cradley Heath is calling 
for Christmas present 
donations for underpriv¬ 
ileged children. 

The charity is launch¬ 
ing an appeal for people 
to drop off new, 
unwrapped gifts at its 
Meredith Street base or 
at nearby Superdrug 
stores in Merry Hill, 
Blackheath, Brierley 
Hill, Halesowen, Dudley 
and Stourbridge. Volun¬ 
teers will give them out 
to children and families. 


Action call to end 
misery of rat run 


RESIDENTS in Dudley are 
calling for action to end a year 
of misery caused by drivers 
using a rat run to avoid road¬ 
works. 

People living in Oakham Road 
say the street is clogged with cars 
during the morning and evening 
rush hours since work began at 
Burnt Tree island. 

They say the increase in traffic 
is putting lives at risk and has left 


many residents afraid to cross the 
road. A “speed visor”, which 
flashes the number 30 when it 
detects a car is breaking the limit, 
has been erected. 

But residents say it has had no 
effect as drivers simply ignore it. 

They want speed cameras, road 
humps or chicanes to be installed 
but Dudley Council has said it 
will not be considered until the 
2011-12 financial year. 

Resident Sheila Jones, aged 62, 


said: “The road is either so busy 
it’s dangerous to cross or the cars 
are speeding so fast you take your 
life in your hands.” 

The £12.3million scheme to 
turn Burnt Tree island into a 
junction with traffic lights began 
in August 2009 and is expected to 
finish next summer. 

Sandwell Council cabinet 
member Councillor Bob Badham 
said engineers were looking into 
the problem. 
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Salsa gran 
shimmies 
to record 


WITH talent shows , 
international stardom 
and a Guinness World 
Record under her belt, it 
has been a whirlwind 
year for the Black 
Country’s very own 
salsa-dancing granny. 

Since entering the 
Spanish version of Britain’s 
Got Talent, called Tu Si Que 
Vales, last year, 76-year-old 
Sarah “Paddy” Jones has 
been hitting the high spots 
around the globe. 

She was personally invited to 
dance at New York’s Copaca- 
bana club, wowed crowds at the 
Colosseum in Rome and won 
the hearts of the South Ameri¬ 
can public on Showmatch, 
Argentina’s version of Strictly 
Come Dancing, writes Char¬ 
lotte Cross. 

Who would have guessed 
that, not only was Paddy once 
the owner of a market stall in 
Stourbridge, but that she was 
booted out for breaking the 
rules one too many times? 

Paddy had run fabric stalls at 
markets across the Black 
Country for more than 30 years 
when, in January 1989, she was 
locked out of the Crown Centre 
market as bosses took excep¬ 
tion to her leaving her stall 
unattended. 

She had asked a neighbour¬ 
ing stallholder to keep an eye 
on hers while she took staff out 
for a Christmas meal. UK 
Markets chairman Mr Philip 
Clarke said at the time that 
Mrs Jones had been warned 60 


times about opening late or 
closing early, and abandoning 
the stall was the “last straw”. 

“I can’t remember now why it 
was that the manager objected 
so strongly, but he kicked me 
out and that’s when I opened 
my shop in Coventry Street,” 
she said. 

“I worked there for a while, 
then moved to a shop in Victoria 
Passage where I was until we 
closed to move to Spain.” 

Their move, in 2001, was 
delayed when husband David 
was diagnosed with leukaemia. 
After nine months of treatment 
at Russells Hall Hospital, he 
was well enough to go, and they 
enjoyed a few happy months 
there before the disease 
returned. He died in March 
2003. 

Flamenco 

“I never even really consid¬ 
ered coming back to the UK,” 
said Paddy, who returned home 
to Gandia, Spain, last week 
after a fleeting visit to see her 
four children and seven grand¬ 
children. 

“My family are here but 
they’re happy for me to be living 
there as I’m so much safer, and 
of course they get to visit.” 

She started dancing shortly 
after David’s death as a way to 
keep occupied, and when she 
couldn’t find a flamenco class 
decided to try out salsa. 

That is when she met Nicko 
Espinosa, who is 40 years her 
junior but immediately spotted 
Paddy’s potential and recruited 
her to try a version of salsa 
acrobatics. Paddy and Nicko 
were crowned winners of a 



round of Tu Si Que Vales - or ‘If 
You Are Worth It’ in English - 
earning a place in the “final of 
finals” in December last year. 

The athletic pensioner 
reached the final eight out of 20 
acts, just missing out on the 
100,000 euro top prize which 
went to a little dog who per¬ 
formed various tricks including 
tucking himself into bed. 

What they didn’t know at the 
time was that Tu Si Que Vales 
had also been aired on South 
American TV, earning them a 
huge following and they were 
invited to star in Showmatch. 

“I told them I would only do it 
if I could come home every 
couple of months to visit my 
family, and they agreed,” she 
said. 

“I was treated like a star - 
everywhere I went people 
recognised me and Nicko, 
asking for autographs and 
having their picture taken with 
us, and we got so many gifts.” 
On one occasion, she and Nicko 
were walking out of a shop 


Whirlwind year - Paddy 
Jones strikes a salsa 
pose, left, and above, 
with her Guinness 
World Records medal 


when they were halted by a 
stern-faced policeman. 

“The policeman reached into 
his jacket pocket and I thought 
‘here we go’. Then he whipped 
out his mobile phone and asked 
someone walking past to take a 
picture.” 

The pair were voted off the 
show in October, while Paddy 
was at home in Spain for a 
family visit. 

History 

Nicko and Paddy have been 
invited to salsa congresses all 
over the world, including Israel, 
Acapulco, California and all 
across Europe. Paddy has now 
also earned herself a place in 
history, securing a place in the 
2011 Guinness Book of World 
Records. 

According to the book, she is 
officially the oldest salsa dancer 
in the world - and she has the 
medal to prove it. “That was 
amazing, to be part of that. My 
dad used to read the Guinness 
book to me when I was little so 
it’s just incredible,” she said. 
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±2.99 sq yd-£3.57 sq metre 

CARPETS from 

±1.59 sq yd - ±1.90 sq metre 

NATURAL from 

£2.99 sq yd -£3.57 sq metre 
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Christmas 

at Champions Church 
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ThLENT 


FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER 
7:30PM DOORS OPEN 6:15PM 
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TICKET HOTLINE: 01384 457923 

A1 oofti rci 4 bc gotooci C'it»-»_a aunty 


the 


Great Turkey Giveaway 
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SPIRITS 

Bells 70c/.. 

...£9.99 

Famous Grouse 70cf . 

.£10.99 

Teacher's 70cl . 

.£10.49 

Claymore 70cl . 

...£9.49 

Jack Daniel's 7Qc/. 

.£15.99 

Jim Bean 70c/. 

.£13.99 

Whisky 7Cfc/Full Proof.. 

...£7.99 

Jaime son 70c/. 

.£13.99 

Bushmills Original 70:/. 

.£13.99 

Gordon 70c/. 

...£9.99 

Sloe Gin 70cl. 

.£13.99 

Bacardi 70c/. 

.£10.99 

Moraan's Sliced. 

£10 99 

^ i 

Woods 100 old navy rum 

70cl . 

.£18.99 

Lamb's 70c/. 

.£10.99 

Vodka Full Prod 70c/. 

....£6.99 

Smirnoff 70c/. 

...£9.99 

Smirnoff Green Apple 70c/.. 

.£10.99 

Smirnoff Lime 70c/ . 

.£10.99 

Smirnoff Blueberry 70c/ .£10.99 

Re my Martin VSOP 70c/ £23.99 

Three Barrels 70c/. 

.£12.99 

Courvoisier 70cl . 

.£15.99 

E &J 70c/. 

.£10.99 

Brandy Full Proof 70c/... 

... £6.99 

Bell's 1 Ltr. 

.£14.99 

Famous Grouse 1 Ltr . 

.£15.99 

Teacher's 1 Ltr. 

.£13.99 

Vodka Full Proof Ilk . 

....£9.99 

SINGLE MALTS IN 

PRESENTATION BOX 

Glenfiddich 1 2 yr 70c/. 

.£19.99 

Glenlivet 12 yr 70c/. 

.£19.99 

Isle of Jura 10 yr 70cl... 

.£17.99 

1 LIQUEURS 1 

Southern Comfort 70c/.. 

.£14.99 

Aidiers Schnapps original 70cl. 

...£9.99 

Malibu 70:/. 

...£9.49 

Bailey's 70c/. 

...£8.99 

Cointreau 70cl . 

.£13.99 


2 Day Oiler Saturday 4th and Sinday 5th Decanter 

Bells 70d . £9.69 

Smirnoff 70d . £9.69 

Gordon's 70d . £9.69 

Southern Comfort 70el . £13.99 

Radeliffe's Champagne . £10.99 

Blossom Hill Red and While 75d .. .3 for £9.00 

Hardy's Bin 53 Shiraz 75d . 3 for £10.00 

Ruddles County 500ml .. .4 Bottles for £5.00 
Strongbow 500ml . 24 Cans for £13.99 

CHAMPAGNE AND 
SPARKLING WINE 

La u is nt Pe irie r 75cl .£24.99 

Heidsieck Blue Top 75cl .£15.99 

Jacob'* Creek Gift Pack 

With 2 FRFF Glasses, 

(White / Rose) 75 cl .£7.99 

Ban rock Station White Shiraz 

Sparkling 75c/..£5.99 

Asti Martini 75cl.£5.69 

Hardy's Stamp Cabernet Merlot 

75c/. 3 For £10.00 

Oxford landing Cabernet 

Sauvignon Shiraz. 75c/ 

3For£10,00 

Lind ennan Bin, 40 Me riot, 45 Cab 
Sauv, 50 Shiraz, 65 Chardonnay 

35 Rose 75c/ 2 For£&00 

Hardy's Bin 53 Shiraz, 

75c/ 3For£11.00 

Stowe 11 s (Asst) 75c/ 

3 Foy£10.QQ 

WINES UP TO 
50% OFF 

Blossom Hill Red, White 

75cl 3 for £10,00 

Blossom Hill,. White Zinfandet 

White Grenache, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot 75cl 

2 F*r£S,00 

Kumala Rose, Sauvignon Bh 11 c, 
Semillion, Cap Red 

75c/ ANY3For£10,00 

Piat Dor (Asst) 75c/ 

3 For£9.00 

J.P. C lie net 75 cl (Asst) 

ANY3 For£10.00 

Kuna la Rose 1 87ml 

2 For£2.50 

Stone s Gi nge r W i ne 70c 1 £3.69 

Stones Special Reserve Ginger 
Wine 70cl..vvfce £6.9? Now £3.99 

Echo Falls Red, White, 

Rose 75cl. 3 Far £9,00 

Ec ho Fa 11 s C ha rdo n n ay 

Sauvignon Blanc,. Pi not Grigio 

75d3 For £1&Q0 

Paul Masson 

(Asst) 75 cl. . 3 For£10,00 

E & J Gallo (Asst) 75ci2 For£3,00 
Rose mount Grenache Shiraz, 

Se mil lion C ha rdo n nay 

75c/ 2 For£8.00 

Yellow Tail (Asst) 75c / 

. Any 2 For£9.00 

Hardy's VR (Asst) 75c/ 

. Any 3 For£10,00 

PORT & 
SHERRY 

Taylors First Estate 

75 cl.£7.99 

Port man's Fine Ruby Port 

70cl.£4.49 

Ha rve y's B ri sto 1 C rea m 

75 cl.£4.99 

Ha rve y's B ri sto 1 C rea m 

1 ltr.£7.99 


BOTTLES 

Carle sberg 275 ml 
20 £»*/*# £9.99 

Newcastle Brown Ale 
500ml 4 For £500 

First Gold 

500ml 4 For £5*00 

Old Speckled Hen 

500ml 4 For £5.50 

Abbot Ale 

500ml 4 For £5.50 

Strong Pale Ale 

500ml 4 For £5.50 

Bishop's Tipple 

500ml 4 For £5.50 

Champion 500ml... 4 For £5.50 
Tangle Foot 500ml. A For £5.50 


CANS 

Banks's Mild & Bitter 

500ml S For £5*75 

Tetley Smooth Large Cans and 

Bitter 500ml . S For £5.00 

Guinness Original 500ml 

5 F+r£7,QQ 

Guinness Draught Large Can 

6 For £6.00 


Holsten Pi Is 500tnl Mix 

Kronenbourg 500ml ** 

Ca r I sberg Export 50CW & fL 
Grolsch 50CW qq 


Fosters 500ml 
Carl sberg 500ml 
Skol 500mf 


Mix 

Match 

S for £5.00 


Gay me is Pear Mix 

Cider 500tnl 

Old English Matcb 

Original 500ml 8 for £5,00 


Mix 

Strong bow 500ml „ i 

Scrumpy Jack 500ml g fof °£5,50 


Gold label 


4 For £5,00 


Pubs, dubs and party orders welcome. Paypoint Top up & cash machines available. 
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School is finally getting the 
facility it so richly deserves 


Curtng 

500 ml 

24 Pack 

Krenonbourg 
1*44 *£■ 
500 ml f (W 

24 Pack " IW ' 


** T" 

500ml 

24 Pack 


24 Pack 



Ftititoff OroewJOd 

70d 

£16.99 

£11.49 

£10.49 

Sturratf 70d 

Ja<L Dai 70d 

Titt ftVwia70J 

£10.49 

£16.99 

£11.99 

bJL WW:y 70 J 

/Aorjai $pi®70d 

A*lvoaitit79cJ 

£10.49 

£10.99 

£9.99 


2 for £ 7 . SO 

H ■■■ify * Cl-ici-clonncrj- 

Bl Tf i n Hill Roil/''Ahi ha 

e Jto p«jl 

Rocl/Whilo a- Rom 

KvhvJm 

Clcc-sic Rocl/VVhi ta or Rota 


2 ALDER WOOD PRECINCT, S EDO LEY, 
DUDLEY DY3 3QY 


AST week I visited Ellowes 
Hall to help mark the start of 
Iwork on the school’s new 
sports centre. 

The staff at Ellowes Hall do a great job 
and have consistently driven standards 

lip. 

Results have doubled in just a few years 
but imagine how much more they could do 
with first class facilities that matched 
their hard work and commitment. 

I have always thought it a scandal that a 
specialist sports college should have to 
work in an old and out-dated gym. 

In fact, I can remember playing basket¬ 
ball for my school against Ellowes Hall in 
the gym they are using today. 

That was almost 30 years ago - and it 
was by no means new then. 

It is my job to stand up and fight for local 
schools and get them the investment and 
equipment they need. 

I’ve worked hard to support headteacher 
Andy Griffiths and the school get the new 
facilities they need, backing their cam¬ 
paign to raise £1.5 million to replace the 
outdated sports hall and helping secure 
£700,000 of extra government funds to 


Dudley 
North 
Labour MP 
Ian Austin 
takes the 
stand in our 
weekly 
column 
which gives 
our repre¬ 
sentatives 
the chance 
to air their 
views on 
\ ■ issues that 

' \ | matter to 
A , IV the Black 
Country 

help pay for the project. The council have 
chipped in too and the community is now 
finally going to get the new facilities 
they’ve been waiting for so long to see. 
Last week I also published figures from 


Excited fans and snow 
as festive lights go on 


SANTA, reindeer and even a sprin¬ 
kling of snow set the scene as the 
Christmas lights were switched on in 
Dudley. 

Hundreds of people turned out for the 
annual event in freezing temperatures 
on Saturday night to enjoy the event, 
which also featured funfair rides, street 
theatre and live music in the town centre. 

Manchester boyband Reconnected, 
who found fame on Britain’s Got Talent, 
were on hand for the switch-on alongside 
Dudley Mayor Peter Miller. 

They performed a half-hour set, much 
to the delight of scores of screaming 
teenage girls who had turned out to see 


them, travelling from around the 
country. 

Fans Demi Fields and Naomi Wenlock, 
both aged 13, from Wolverhampton were 
there with their friends Starr Sams, aged 
12 and Lucy Goode, aged 11 from Wey¬ 
mouth just to see the singers. 

Turnout 

Armed with posters to attract the 
band’s attention the friends managed to 
get a spot at the front of the barriers. 
Starr said: “We are all huge fans.” 

The mayor added: “Everyone seemed 
to be very festive and I thought there was 
a good turnout despite the temperature.” 


my latest research into Government cuts 
that show around 1,000 pregnant women a 
year in Dudley will lose support as the 
coalition axe the Health in Pregnancy 
grant. 

I was shocked to find that an estimated 
1,000 pregnant woman in Dudley will lose 
the one-off tax free payment of £190 every 
year of this Government. 

The payment is not means tested and 
does not depend on National Insurance 
contributions, and as a result is received by 
all parents to help prepare for the birth of 
their baby. 

The Labour Government introduced the 
grant in April 2009 in recognition of the 
additional costs involved in pregnancy and 
the preparation of birth. 

This is yet another example of the Gov¬ 
ernments deep and indiscriminate cuts 
hitting families the hardest. 

As all parents and parents-to-be know 
preparing for your child’s arrival is a 
stressful and financially challenging time. 
What this cut does is take away £190 from 
local couples who are already in a very dif¬ 
ficult period in their lives. 

Fantastic 

We all know that David Cameron and 
George Osborne live in a different world to 
us, where money isn’t a consideration 
when starting a family but to many fami¬ 
lies in Dudley this is going to be a major 
blow. 

Finally, last Friday night I had the great 
privilege to attend the annual meeting of 
the Turls Hill and Swanbrook Valley Resi¬ 
dents’ Association. 

Listening to how a hardworking and 
committed group of residents have 
managed to bring in thousands of pounds 
of extra cash to improve pathways, put in 
new gates and signs, protect wildlife and 
involve local people in the maintenance of 
such a beautiful area of open space was 
absolutely fantastic. 

People talk about the big society or com¬ 
munity action, but here in Dudley, these 
slogans are really being put into practise 
by Harry Brookes, David Bates, George 
Morran, Don Davies and their team of com¬ 
mittee members and volunteers. 

My congratulations and best wishes to 
them all. 



SIAt'h 

COUNTRY 

C:ilA frtBEB 


mason 

metals 


Kecyclers 

Buyers of all types of Copper, 
Brass,Aluminium, Lead, 
Stainless and Cable Scrap 

Next to the Merry Hill Centre 
- drop in on the way! 

Fast Efficient Drive-Through Service 
Ptiblic welcome 


Free Stillage Collection for Bleu nesses 

Mason (Metals) Ltd 

TWO WOODS LANE, 
BRIER.LEY HILL, WEST MIDLANDS DY5 ITA 

Telephone O I 3 S 4 7 S >84 I 

Website www.masonmetals.co.uk 

Email info@masonmetals.co.uk 

Also at: VERNON ROAD, BLACKHEATH 
Tel: 0121 559 1930 


.Advert eernent 



i \ n l / i .n i \ i | I * 

AIR AMBULANCE CHARITY 7 : 


A big thank you to all of our customers for their 
generosity in helping to raise over £2,000!! 


Call and Collect 

Attention Householders - introducing our 
Domestic Collection Service in conjunction with 
Scrap Yard Watch and West Midlands Poice. 

If you nave redundant laige domestic alliances to recycle, call 
us new. Make an ^DiKinlnnentfoi one of our identified ern|](oyeee 
to call at an ayeed tirne in a cleaily mailced cam|D£iny vehicle 
Your scrap items will then alter the recycling diain ccn ectiy at 
our environmentilly licensed inenises. 

Most items FOO, Gall our fiendly staff for cfotails 01384 79841. If 
you have metal to recycle any metal, any amount, we can hel|d 







I Recycling for all our futures 


Calling all overflowing wardrobes and dressers - 

Clothing for Cash Recycling at Halesowen Metals. Monday-Friday 


Yss Please 

Clean Clothing 

Towels 

Curtains 

Paired Shoes 

Bags 

Belts 


No Thank You 

Soiled Clothes 

Rags 

Carpets 

Rugs 

Glass 

Metal 

Paper/Rubbish 


Under no ok j auni*tanc«* do diartty oolteef on boy* 

Mp |Wf j Ido (AV4fDy4 bkt bag B5 +/■) <E" Vernon Road, 
Blacldi'Mli B62 BH4 - 0121 JK1W0 

Ut« lie moiwyb boost your Inconw or donate cilraoty te a 
charity (vjVII post fnan a olmfud) 
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Churchill Shopping Centre. Dudley 



VU^iik jtociG last S^act to Fr km uccroct k Onr* of prfrc 
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MASALA QUEEN 

^ NDIAN TAKEAWAYS 


10% Discount 

/WdlHbto on cdbctfom orify 
Popadom and Salad with al mein meek 
1 j 5 Ht Bottta of Coke (on crdn 


01902 66 25 36 


42 Beech Green, Dudey, DY1 3QG 

nww.masalaqueondudlay.co.uk 


Rush for swine flu jab 
in first blast of winter 


More space for ancient glass 


GALLERIES 
at a Kings - 
winford glass 
museum have 
been given a 
revamp with 
more space to 
show off arte¬ 
facts dating 
back to the 
17th century. 

Broadfield 
House, in 
Compton 
Drive, has 
had its two 
exhibition 
rooms 
repainted. 

Some new 
cabinets have 
also been 
fitted, so 
there is now 
more space to 
display some 
of the old 
pieces of 
glass. 

The Modern 
Glass room 
has been re¬ 
organised so 
artefacts are 
now set out in 
a timeline 
from the 17th 
century. 

Jeanette 
Tranter, a 
museum 
assistant, 
said: “The 
place really 
needed deco¬ 
rating and we 
feel the exhi¬ 
bitions have 
been greatly 

improved Museum assistant Jeanette Tranter, left, and museum visitor Ella 

now.” Lane admire the newly-redecorated galleries at Broadfield House 



MORE than 34,000 people have 
already been vaccinated against 
swine flu as part of a seasonal pro¬ 
gramme in Dudley. 

Pensioners, pregnant women and at- 
risk groups are able to receive the vaccine 
to protect themselves. 

The annual flu jab this year contains 
protection vaccine against the pandemic 
H1N1 virus, which struck the UK last 
year. The hope is that by combining the 
swine flu vaccine with the normal flu jab it 
will guard against a return of the virus, fol¬ 
lowing dire warnings last winter. 

Last year an outbreak claimed more 
than 450 lives and cost the UK £1.2 billion. 

Complications 

Eligible patients include the over-65s, 
health workers, carers and those with 
chronic conditions such as heart disease, 
lung disease, diabetes, and lowered 
immune systems. Dudley Primary Care 
Trust is aiming to vaccinate up to 88,359 
people across the borough. 

Dudley GP Dr Steve Cartwright said: 
“Common colds are frequently confused 
with flu, but flu can be potentially life- 
threatening, and can sometimes require 
weeks of recovery time. 

“Those at greater risk of developing 
serious complications from flu should get 
to their local surgery as soon as possible.” 

Mr Cartwright said anyone who thinks 
they, or someone they care for, is eligible 
for a free seasonal flu jab should contact 
their GP practice for advice. 


Points top-up mum 
gets 12-month ban 

A STOURBRIDGE mother of four has 
been banned from the roads for a year after 
she was caught driving to a car boot sale 
without insurance. 

Emma Carpenter, aged 36, of Rugby 
Road, admitted the offence when she 
appeared before Wolverhampton magis¬ 
trates. Her Vauxhall Astra was stopped by 
police at 5am on September 5. 

Carpenter was fined £225 with six 
penalty points. These, added to six points 
from a previous conviction for the same 
offence, triggered a 12-month ban. 


stan^extraTRAVEL 

Fries firs |Mf |Kcsai Hiss oUieruslae stated andtravd InsLraiicsIs not Included In flieprica. Coach i^ck-Lp |Btits 
offered (eKdutlpg air. EUostar Ixeaks \iie certain cal»s) are Dntley, SUewifliry. Tetford 'Walsall and Ys1flin|fcrt. 
Cal (01902$ S199990ilon-FH aimtoS|Jrt$ « enial stare«tra^e«|jeffianclrtar.cocLilt^easelndLicleycir name and 
addrssj. Flrnc? rewl LrorliirwAffb pivKforlil iirraittiai ptirtmiv&oii■ U*i e 

Undiscovered Free bar break 

Provence 


Six Clily'S 

VsrioLis depEirture clsites 



£559 


Tlinee dsiys de|3erting Ajail 1 5 



mom from 


£139 


+Reft.Ei i fif| ito ;-*ti;i i otondcwl olooo mil txiwel on 

Eirootor tuxl Toi'i.i' 

+Five rifjlito b*:l tuxl bwddcwt (room nod erf on 

+Li'.id*:I '.voilj-iy txir of 

+'i.i r KHtto 

+Wdlrf-iy toff of Also 
of tiw Court opiycBi 
+To(.f of ■tiw l_i. tow-on hilo 
+ £>('4000 of O t'l.f ITl 0 i>Tl£|w 

+£S 1 i^o(ooiirtoo<.il;jootto ewdbtoihy- .rp|:lioo 

CT:Til*OOTx.hftk*r,Tri(d flflTH V4744, A TC?L 


+ Fieft.El I ooocj-l -frwsi 

+Tvo iii^vbholfboonl ooooiYunodotion 

+Fjoobor-fce1 ri^rttforrt fym to 11 |Mift fcondrtioiw 

Ro^xJ Tntoiielyo Wolo^ ContoibiB'n'.AflrtioftoNo, 
Hwvps Eoy end R^e 
+£>(Moooofo tois'ctoer 

iowno oetojoot to cive-Jctolty - 1 » o*.q>|]JwnwYt 


■lT:Ti i j « or I Ctv» OH Hd Wiy.;. ^ STa 


Isle of Man 


4-star Mystery 
break 


Fotr dsiys dqsiriiiig ^ail S 


Two dsiys de|3eirti ng FeJausfy 20 



£299“ 



PRIOI FROM 


£75 


+Reft.tri ooooh ond feH-yfrweJ 
+Thioo ni^vto 1-ioJf boofxl oooommoderfon 
+Ento;-tii iTi* it onoiw rii>j 

+Tvo Fii i■:I--d>*-1i■:I turn 

+EiYtxn»s to Cmyiwod-i Role Vlhyo, firevo Houoo ond 
too Loi:-*y 'AIpsoI 
+O«^joooofo toer inemoyw 

+£S'i^o(oonrtooul;jootto eweiiktoiity - '>j:'|:lwriwrt ep|:lioo 


+ Fieft.El I ooocj-l -frwoi 

+&j5mi^-itholf IjookI erajornmoelerfon h o i^otor IwH 
+Leiou» tooiifeo erf 1-0 Iwtol 
+Uoitto o popifortowt or ofy 
+£5e(vioooofo toeretrver 

iowno oetojeot to eiveJetolfy -iw ->q>|]JwnwYt 


uT:Ti io' I»' i'h 1 * sh-m n d Ft o» oa o :■:■ fiSTH 


11 ■» or i »■ ct k M oh -.a sol Wi. hv 


See us online at www.expiessandstar.coni/starextnatravel 


New lifeline bus service 
is replacing axed route 


A NEW bus service has been launched 
following complaints that people faced 
long walks or extra journeys after a 
route was axed from part of Halesowen. 

The 231 will operate hourly on Mondays to 
Saturdays from Halesowen bus station. 

It will go to Halesowen Street, Black- 
heath, serving Hurst Green, Olive Lane 
estate and Rowley Regis station, starting 
from Sunday. It is being operated by 
National Express West Midlands under 
subsidy from Centro, the passenger trans¬ 
port authority for the West Midlands. 

They stepped in after changes to the 230 
route operated by Diamond resulted in parts 
of the Olive Lane estate and Hurst Green 
having no service. 

The route will cover the areas no longer 
served by the 230 and will provide Woodbury 
Road with a new service after it lost its bus 
some time ago. 

The service also provides a new link 
between Halesowen and Rowley Regis 
railway station and extra links from Black- 
heath to Rowley Regis station. 

Lifeline 

Centro chiefs say they are currently 
working with Dudley Council to identify 
suitable locations for bus stops in Woodbury 
Road and Merrivale Road. 

In the meantime, the service will operate 
as a hail and ride bus on those roads. From 
Halesowen bus station the route includes 
Halesowen Road, Narrow Lane, Merrivale 
Road, Somerfield Avenue, Olive Lane, 
Rowley Regis Station and Halesowen Street 
in Blackheath. 

Councillor Lesley Faulkner, ward 
member for Halesowen North on Dudley 
Council, was one of those who campaigned 
for the service to be introduced. 

She said: “This service will provide a valu¬ 
able lifeline to people such as the elderly and 
parents with small children who need to get 
to Halesowen town centre and Blackheath.” 

The 231 will run hourly at the opposite 
half hour to the Diamond 230. On weekdays, 
buses towards Halesowen will serve Olive 
Lane estate from 7.42am to 5.42pm, and on 
Saturdays from 8.42am to 5.42pm. The first 
weekday bus from Halesowen arrives at the 
estate at 7.25am and the last at 5.25pm. 



Andrew Lunn of National Express schedules, councillors Lesley Faulkner and 
Karen Shakespeare and Babs Coombes, Black Country area manager for Centro 
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l arge Se left ion of 
Carpett Fitted wiffaia 
48 hovn 


01 


^ PIECE SHIES 
£ /'«•/ 

«n i«i«’ ttttite# 


D<" 


WE TAkfc \ IX K OLD RED 
A WIT FREE Of CIIARCil. 




FREE DELIMRY 

tvilhin JO ntiir rudht* 


D 





dreamworld 


kingswinford 

8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford, 
Telephone 01384 295680 
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Keep patio 
pots safe 
from frost 

MOVE your patio plants around so that you 
can enjoy more easily the structure of perma¬ 
nent plants such as conifers, camellias and 
trees. 

Pots that sit directly on paving slabs are more 
likely to suffer from poor drainage and frosts are 
more easily transferred from paving to make a 
frozen rootball. To improve drainage, lift pots off the 
ground, elevating the pot with decorative terra¬ 
cotta feet. If you have pots topped off with winter 
pansies and violas, these need pride of place as 
their happy faces continue to bloom. 

After the wet weather of autumn, walls and 
paving in shaded areas may be showing green 
growth of moulds and algae. Now it’s possible to 
scrub these growths off with soapy water and 
plenty of elbow grease, or simply use one applica¬ 
tion of Patio Magic which does a better job killing 
the growth and gives long-lasting effects. 

Benefit 

Some winterflowering shrubs will be coming into 
bloom as we head for the end of the year and will 
be on display at your local nursery or garden 
centre. Suitable for growing long term in pots are 
both Witch Hazel (Hamamelis) with spidery yellow 
or gold flowers that are highly perfumed and Sweet 
box (Sarcococca) with tiny white flowers that are 
equally scented. 

Invest in these sort of potted shrubs and your 
patio or front door will benefit from great beauty 
and fascinating scents. 

TOPICAL TIP 

Move tender potted plants close to a south or 
west facing wall and wrap fig trees in fleece to give 
protection from the harshest frosts. 



Suitable for growing long term in pots are 
Sweet Box (Sarcococca) with tiny white 
scented flowers 



Continue to cut back herbaceous plants such as Michaelmas daisies (Aster) 


Cone flowers like rudbeckia need cutting back as they die back 


Don’t let fallen leaves 
smother your plants 


SHORT, dull days leading up to the 
end of the year can be blessed with 
some bright weather. 

Gardeners take every opportunity on dry 
days to tidy up the garden and make 
headway in digging over bare soil and 
improving its structure. 

DECORATIVE BEDS AND BORDERS 

Collect fallen leaves that gather between 
rose bushes, shrubs and trees and espe¬ 
cially those that are trying to smother low 
growing plants, such as aubretia, lewisia, 
sedum, thyme and violets. If autumn 
leaves are left on these plants for any 
length of time you can be sure that slugs 
and snails will ruin their foliage. 

Instead of leaving these leaves where 
they fall, collect them up and store in 
empty compost bags for a year or more 
and you will have some very valuable leaf 
mould that can be dug into soil in future 
years to improve structure and feed mil¬ 
lions of soil bacteria and beneficial insects. 

Finish the planting of tulips in your flower 


border with some of the dwarf species 
such as Stresa (a red and yellow water-lily 
type) or West Point (a rich yellow lily-flow¬ 
ered type). 

To protect the emerging leaves of tulips 
while they are still below ground it will pay 
to water the patch where these tulips are 
planted with a liquid slug killer such as 
SlugClear. When diluted in water in a 
watering it can be used to soak the soil 
where it kills all molluscs that are hiding 
below the surface. 

Continue to cut back herbaceous plants 
such as Michaelmas daisies (Aster), cone 
flowers (Rudbeckia and Echinacea) and 
phlox as they die back. Compost all the 
plant material other than foliage that has 
been badly affected by mildew and dig 
around the roots, ensuring labels are still in 
place. 

Winter is a good time to cut down 
unwanted trees and sapling as there is less 
potential to damage the rest of the flower 
garden. To ensure the stump doesn’t 
spring back into life next spring it’s always 
recommended to treat the cut surface of 


the stump as soon as possible after felling. 
There’s no need to drill any holes - simply 
paint the cut surface and remaining bark 
thoroughly with a 10 per cent solution of 
Roundup Tree Stump and Rootkiller and 
the job’s done. 

It’s time to give some protection to mar¬ 
ginal plants that may struggle to survive 
bad winter weather. As many gardeners 
found in 2010’s winter, marginal plants 
such as penstemons, bottle brush bush 
(Callistemon) and young ceanothus do not 
easily survive really cold spells when frosts 
are persistent and hard. To give extra pro¬ 
tection to the roots of these plants add a 
10-15cm (4-6in) mulch layer of any left¬ 
over compost from this year or fresh bags 
of Miracle-Gro Soil Improver. 

TOPICAL TIP 

Before painting fence panels it’s a good 
idea to get rid any green mould and algae 
with a special treatment such as Deck & 
Fence Magic. Just one spray will give you 
visible results in 2 to 4 days and prevent 
re-growth for many months. 



Callistemon (bottle brush bush) needs extra 
protection from the frost 

Information and pictures from The Scotts 
Miracle-Gro Company 


n 


We Guarantee You Will Not Buy Cheaper 




Suites ~ Beds ~ Dining 

Cut out the Gift Vmichta below to claim 
your extra £100 discount on any of our stock suites 


I 

I 

: 

! 


DiscountFumhureStore s Gsy 

Extra £100 01H 

Any slock suites througfioufl c-w 

Oil PWdJCtlOn ttf t Uli 




Vii.uiiii .U'tiyiii 



j A•*»ot ♦ 4 rhaan 

I I-""** 






n - ,p 


Tel 01384 482082 

Unit 2-3, Lalcipnst; IukJci^ Iislalc, fcdmcrc ftu&d. Bhcvicy iiiJl. DY3J TX - Opening ‘2 luica. Men-Sat 9jpuo-5pm Sun 10ain-4pro 
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What's New @ a ; 

★★ Jan-April 2011 


The Wordsley School, 

Bf'ierley Hill Road, Wordsley, 
Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 5SP 


★★★ 


HOLIDAY FRENCH □o rtimiolion Dourses 

Bog inna rs: Mo n 10t h Jon 1 9.00-20.30, 10 w hs. £37.05 * 

I mp ova rs: T lhs 11t h Jan 10.00-20.30, 10 whs. £37.05 * 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Mon. iT'th Join. 10.00-21.00. 5 whs.£25.10 * 

Mon. 23th FaJb. 10.00-21.00. 5 whs.£25.10 * 

PLAY THE GUITAR 

Irta rmad iotas: WTo n 10th Jan 10.00-21.00, 12 whs. £00 25 * 

I mp ova rs: T log 11th Jan 10.00-21.00 „ 12 whs. £00 25 * 

Bag inna rs: Thura 20t h Jan 10.0020.00,10 whs. £34.40 # 

Bag in™ rs: T fuirs 20th Jan 20.00-21.00, 10 win. £34.40 * 

AFRICAN DRUMMING 

Tlhs 25th Jan.10.00-20 JO „ 4 whs. £21.00 # 

Improvers: Tlhs Id Mar. 10.00-21.00,0 whs. £30.13 

JEWELLERY MAKING 

Mon31 st Jan. 10.00-21.00 QRTlhs 1st FaJb.l0.00- 
12.00, OFiT lhs 1st Mar. 10.00-l2.00, 

All 3 whs £21.00* 

I mp ova rs: Tlhs 20th Mar. 10.00-12.00,3 whs £21.00 * 

INTRO TO SIGN LANGUAGE 

Mo n. 23th FaJb 10.00-21.00,3 whs £21.00 * 

DRAWING la r BEGINNERS 

Mon3lst Jan 14.00-10.00,3 whs.£21.00* 

WATERCOLOURS for BEGINNERS 

Mon2lst Mar 14.00-10.00,3 whs. £21.00 * 

PAINTING and DRAWING 

Tlhs 11th Jan. 10.00-21.00. 12 whs. £00.25 # 

Wad 12thJan 10.00-12.00, 12 whs.£00.25 * 

Thurs 13th Jan 10.00-1230, 12 whs. £75 30 # 

ThLirs 13th Jan 1330-1330, 12 whs. £0025 * 

A tT-dor pcuiop r?fp.io( <?frio ft .7 sinrtflTgiv-Lp 


E-LEARNING NEWS 


LITERACY & NUMERACY ADULT CERT. 1 & 2 

Following atho rough a valuation wa will provide a personalised, 
relevant Doursa of study to moot your needs.-!5tart at any time and 
■wo rh towards a C iy S. Guilds q ldlIV inatio n aq urvah rt to a GCE E. 
Assassmartstaha pb.no whanyoLi'ro ready. 

Se-aScna: taha p laoa o n T lhs 12.45-14.45, T lbs .10.00-21.00 O R 
ThLirs 10.00-12.00 Ta mi dates: T lhs 11th Jan-5t h Ap ril ( no 
□lasses 2Id FaJb-27th FaJb 2011) 

Charges: £10 registration fee partarm (l2whs) plm 
£12 nort finota foe Wo radLiitionsI Wo hidden art rasl 




get more out 
of life online 


ADULT EDUCATION, TRAINING AND LEISURE 


START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 

Mon. 10th Jan 10.00-21.00. flwhs. £30.15 # 

EMERGENCY FIRST AID 

Sat 12th FaJb OR Fri. 25th Mar. 00.00-10.00. 1 day. £30.00 

PAEDIATRIC EMERGENCY FIR ST AID 

Fri 11th FaJb OR Sot. 20th Mar. 00.00-13.00. 1 session. £24.00 

RLSS NATIONAL POOL LIFEGUARD 

Mon 2ld FaJb OR Mon 11th April 330-17.00.0 days. £l70 plus 
£7025 

RLSS NATIONAL RESCUE TEST forswbjmwg 

TEACHERS^COACHES Thurs £. Fri5thand 0th May 0.00-10.00 
£5050 odd has £22.05 

INTRO to AQUA FIT: WorhoLt in water. Waw 
stud a rts o nty. Thurs 13th Jan 13.00-10.00 O R Thurs 
3 rd Wlar 13.00-10.00 0 whs. £2l .00 # ™■■■* 

ADULTS LET’S SWIM LESSONS SPECIAL PRICE 

Tlhs 11th Jan 10.05 -20.05. Or Tlhs 1* Mar. 10.05 -20.05. 

0 whs. Min. aga 10 yrs. MUST Jba a no n o r waah swimmarora 
Jbaginnar. Limiodto I DOLirsa pardLdart (sinoa Sept 00) F.10.00 

ADULT SWIMMING LESSONS 

I rta rmad iotas :Mon lOthJan 10.45-20.30,12 whs. £3555 * 

I mp rove rs: Mo n 10th Jan 20 30-21.15, 12 whs. £35.55 * 
Improvers: Tlhs 11th Jan 20.05-20.50, 12 whs. £3555 * 

Bag inna rs: Thurs 13th Jan 20.15-21.00, 12 whs. £33.33 * 

PRIVATE SWIMMING LESSONS 

Ina groLip of 2 or 1 to 1. Cortanttha of fine for further details 

BALLROOM and LATIN AMERICAN DANCING 

I mp rova rs: Mo n 10th Jan 13 30-10.45,12 whs. £57.00 * 

I rta rmad iatas: Mo n 10t h Jan 10 50-21.03,12 whs. £57.00 # 

LEGS, BUMS and TUMS 

Tlhs 11th Jan 20.05-21.05, 12 whs £34.45 


PILATES 

Beginners: Tlhs 11th Jan 10.00-20.00, 12 whs. £34.45 
Beginners: Wad 12th Jan 13.00-10.00, 12 whs. £34.43* 

Bag innars: Thurs 13th Jan 13.00-10.00, 12 whs. £34.45 * 
Improvers: Thurs 13th Jan 10.05-20.05. 12 whs. £34.45 * 

I mp rove rs: Thurs 13t h Jan. 20.10-21.10, 12 whs. £34.45 
Beginners Oatfiald. Fri 14th Jan 10.00-11.00,12 whs. £40.10 * 

YOGA Wad 12th Jan 10.15-20.'45, 0 whs.£30.75 

Wad 2nd Mar. 10.15-20.45 . 0 whs. £30.75 

CREATE YOUR OWN WEBSITE Wad 2nd FaJb o.30- 

II 30 OR Mon 23th FaJb 10.00-21.00.0 whs £42.00 * 

CO MPUTING for the TERRIFIED 

Thurs 10th FaJb 10.00-21.00 OR Fri 2ld Jan 11 30-1330. OR Fri 
13th Mar. 11 30-13.30. All 4 whs. £30.00 * 

INTRO TO FAMILY HISTORY 

Mon 10th Jan 12.30-14.30 5 whs. £35.40 * 

CO NTINUING FAMILY HISTORY 

Mon 23th FaJb 12 30-14.30 5 whs. £35.40 * 

cent. PHOTOSHOP IMAGINGuahg PHOTO¬ 
SHOP ELEMENTS 

Mon 10th Jan 10.00-12.00 5 whs. £43.70 * 

htrcx to DIGITAL IMAGING uafrig PHOTOSHO P 
ELEMENTS Mon 23th FaJb 10.00-12.00 5 whs. £43.70 * 

BUYING AND SELLING on E-BAY 

Thurs 20th Jan 10.00 -21.00 ORThurs 17th Mar. 10.00 
-21.00 OR Fri IfthFaJb 11 30-13.30 ALL3 whs £21.00 

* 


REDUCED FEES 


Dudley 

WAntr *.IW wGoo # o&oyj'cu evo?rAv.-i;- mAxt/Cftefttii too (to Jt 
jieu.wiffl>E jr.ic-L' ,t. w-ftijr c-f C’&jfrcft 
ofoto'-bft'wGfr. Yewju^f - o.7}i ,-t£5.0C> 


ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 



PLAY THE GUITAR 

A tinlfaftt tjOjoc-ituT-^y fcrJii'nfc- 
^■trer-Syw-.Ti's r?fnp Cr? fa-.T-UT- 
Cllvik- l'.v fl-fc-c-flie- c-r ,?ro-List i'p 
^L ii'tvr ,7ftct/7.7v& Rn-JPuc-tri/e 
yeurvan guitar, .7ft .wAifd 

iftUOt Wftftift PrVSl'to- LOl'fifr 
ohicfivft ,7g*c{$-$ yifl-.vis eicf. 

L-T-.- LiVClL-v- S ■Yioly' 

Mon loth Jan OR 
MonzahFeb 
Begkinera 10.45-17.45,0 vjfca.£5ljQQ 
IVVfHOWT3 17.45—13.45, 5 VJfca. £25.30 

ROOKIE LIFEGUARD 

Lp.vinwYPLy cSiiis,l7.7v# Rn- n 1 L'wi'L'riivf Lvv.-ffijvv^ih:.. fWtv. ,7g# 
yp.vis. ftAisd .s-Jtifa- Cr? slm'iiv^L 1 i;v l--,v .7 fiiPrvd ,7ftc{2t> i:v r-.v .7 

Jj,7&fi sflic-Ap. 

Satwdaya 11J0-12 JO begins 3th Jan 13vjfca £59.55 


CHILDREN’S SWIMMING LESSONS 

ThLirs Oth Jan S Lin 10th April no □ lasses 21 st Fall-27th FaJb 201 

12-13 whs 

Wota r BaJbies and Fra Jbag inna rs £51,05-£55.00 

Fioo h ia, Lifesaving, Advanoad and Wota r D hilis £55.40-£50.05 
All other lasso ns F_44.45-F.4755 

We operate 7 days a vreefc and effer aeaalcna d thef dovjlng 
stand ar da: 


ONLINE BASICS: FREE 

La am to Lisa a oompLtar fromsnratnh , a mail and surftha 
Irtarnil Planes MUST JbeJboohed i n advanoa. ThLirs 13th Jan 
1230-1430 OR ThLirs. 3rd Mar. 12.30-1430 OR Fri 11th FaJb 
0.15-11.15 AJI 5 whs 


RETURN 2 WORK SKILLS: FREE 

Preparing for irtarviaws JoJb hurting, Using tha Irtarnat. F'laoas 
MUCT Jba Jboohed inadvanDa. Thurs 13th Jan 1230-1430 OR 
Thurs.3rd Mar. 12.30-14.30 OR Fri 11th FaJb 0.15-11.15 AJI 5 whs 

TRY IT OUT: FREE 

F'laoas MUST Jba Jboohad in advanoa 

Fri 11th FaJb EBay 1130-13.00 

Thurs 17th FaJb FaoaJbooh 1230-14.00 

T hurs 7t h Ap ri Digfcal Fhotog rap . 12 30-14.00 


PAY AS YOU GO 


COMM UNITY SESSIONS 

ADULT SWIMMING 

Mon. 

3JQQ- 3.45 

£2_5G 


Mon. 

12.40-13.25 

£2.5 U 


Tluma. 

3JQQ- 3.45 

£2.5 U 


TSuma. 

19JQQ-2Q.15 

E2.5U 


FH. 

15.15-16.QQ 

£2_5G 

AQUAFIT 

Vftd. 

12JQ-13.1Q 

E2J5Q 


ViM. 

19JQQ-2CLQQ 

£3.73 


Fri. 

12.40-13.25 

£2_5G 


Sun. 

13JQQ-19.QQ 

£3.73 

FiTNESS^ 

Men. 

1 SjQQ-1 7.45 

£l.Q3 

TABLE TENNIS ** 

Twes. 

13 JQ-19.30 

* 

AQUAFIT " 

Sun. 

17JQQ-13.QQ 

* 

prog ram mas for young pa' 

opla 10-1 i 

) yrs old 


^ planes restricted please ri 

ng 01334 

Slfl040 for info 



Yj'jter 

Beginner. 

Initrsver 
Intern e-dJte 1. 

LIFesjilng 

Intern HdJte 2. 

Intern ledjte 1 

Advjnoed avrlnmer. 

Yj'jter SMII s. 


Mlrr ige" . Pa'/Hm ram llartsoitki n actl/tlM ta 
■j are In 11 on rtklervoe arrf |i relmlrMLy ■: VJlt vjth 
Inw^arKp aM-:. 

Min age 4 1^2 ^ear:. Prp/H« TamllartMt b n adf/tl« 
and ■: Mils bn deoek>|i haatatb n and |i rail ills b n vntlw it 
aid-: in to 2m. 

Min age 4 1J2 ;jear:. Pnr/lde^ sMI darebii mert to 
■nvnlm -Sm o n a Tro rt -iro Ve and -Sm liaoV. oravnl. 

I mi i ra/e-: ag uatlo sV.lls and iarnlnn. to -avlm 
1-5m o n ar ro rt st«n Ve and 1-5m hook oravnl. 

C-e'/elnii-: oo rf Idenoe In deeii vnater and Tro rt oravnl 
li reat hlng adln n to -ivnlrn 2Q meter: onarrort-iroye 
and 2dm liaoV om.vnl. 

Min age IQ :nen.r:. Mint lie all le to :vnbTi 24 m o n a 
Tro rt -Iro Je and 24 m o n a liaoV. i nn ;..e. G-e'/elnii-: 
vnater safef ii rlnoti le: and lie lo rmanoe At snrylral 
sXlls tovnard ■: Lfeia'/lng 1,2 and-Sand Bro rce 
MeJalln n Avnard-: 

to li nil -itamlna and end nranoe to srnlm 54 m 
o n a Tro rt -:tfl ye and 25m o n li aok oravnl. 

D#rel 0 |i-:oornietenoeon all ro iirstro y^s p5mland a 
To rt and liaoy-:tro le ro r 144 m. 

Tb rntherd#neb|i -:vnlmmlng -:ldl:,qieed and 
-lamina 

Tn deivelnii ■: nr/hjal and re»iH-:Jdlfc. 


Advanoed LIFesavIng. Fn r :tirieit-: vn t?n ha'/e aohlared their Bro nae 

Medallnn. 'nVorVbn vnard-: RLSS Avnard or Mert and 
Lre S i n 111 o t-S In an enrIro nmert vnhloh ■: i^iiio t-: the 
daneloiimertor leader: hl|i sy.lls and iiromobe: 

■>o tirta cn adf/ly. Thfc I: an Ideal oh.-:-: To rasii Irlng 
^oiing iieoiile, notold enoughortoo Inec^iertenoed to 
lieoomegnairied ITeguaris oragnatloteaoher:. 





Tel. 01384 81 6043. Mon. to Fri. 9.00 -13.00 

www.learning4life.co.uk 
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Hopes high for 
adventure zip 
wire in valley 


A ZIP wire costing hundreds of thousands 
of pounds is set to erected at a Black 
Country beauty spot - the first in the 
region. 

Sandwell Council wants to install the 
30ft high adventure equipment at Salters 
Lane nature reserve, in Sandwell Valley,, 
and is now set to go out to tender. Keith 
Heyes, head of cultural services, said: “The 
council is about to go out to tender on the 


project which is expected to cost hundreds 
of thousands of pounds.” 

“We are inviting people to come in and 
develop that. It will fund itself because it 
will generate a significant amount of 
income. 

The zip wire would emulate the success 
of the Go Ape tree adventure facility on 
Cannock Chase, which welcomed its two- 
millionth customer this year. 


Worker’s death costs 
company just £1,500 


Shiver me timbers in playground 


CHILDREN at a school in 
Rowley Regis are enjoying 
new play equipment. 

A wooden pirate ship has 
been installed in the play¬ 
ground of Springfield 
Primary School. 

The red ship HMS 
Springfield, which cost 
£6,000, is in the playground 
for pupils aged between five 
and seven. 

It is 15ft long and features 
wobbly bridges for the chil¬ 
dren to go across plus a 
wooden flag. 

Headteacher Sue Powis 
said: “As a school we have a 
programme to improve our 
outside provision for the 
children.” 

She added that the pirate 
ship was improving the chil¬ 
dren’s physical develop¬ 
ment, role play and 
imagination. 

“The knock-on effect is 
there are less behaviour 
incidents because they have 
something to focus their 
attention on, she said. 

“We are now looking to 
improve our two other play¬ 
grounds,” she added. 

The Dudley Road school’s 
next fundraiser will be a 
Christmas fair on December 
3, between 6p and 8pm. 
Details on 0121 559 1333. 



Pirate pupil Bethany Beddall, left, with Bradley Biddulph- 
Perrin, Gurdeep Johal, Millie Winwood, Lewis Sibley, 
Caitlin Amos Cameron Tromans and Tiegan Hawthorne 


A METAL works has been fined 
just £1,500 for health and safety 
breaches after a Dudley worker 
was crushed to death. 

There were gasps from the family of 
David Hunt, who were in the public 
gallery at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court, as the penalty was read out. 

Mr Hunt, aged 49, of Park Road, 
Lower Gornal, died in January 2008 
after a beam landed on him at Arkin- 
stall Galvanizing Ltd, in Dudley Road 
West, Tividale. 

Judge Michael Dudley said he was 
unable to impose more than a nominal 
fine as Ark Brothers, which succeeded 
Arkinstall later in 2008, was now a 
dormant company. In September 
2008, the directors of Arkinstall Galva¬ 
nizing had changed the name to Ark 
Brothers Ltd. They sold off the original 
trading name and assets — before 
setting up a new firm under the Arkin¬ 
stall Galvanizing Ltd name. 

Inspections 

Ark Brothers Ltd was charged with 
breaching its duty of care to employees 
at work and contravening health and 
safety regulations. Bosses pleaded 
guilty to both charges. 

James Puzey, prosecuting, said that 
hooks that lifted the bar had become 
loose. Monthly inspections by an exter¬ 
nal company had repeatedly raised the 
issue, but nothing was done. A log book 
showed accidents had occurred before. 

Bernard Thorogood, defending, said 
the company had sent workers for 
health and safety training, but admit¬ 
ted: “They should have learned from 
previous accidents.” 

The firm was also told to pay £37,500 
costs, which will be met by its insurers. 


Team daring to bare with 
Heroes charity calendar 



Dudley Council workers, based at the Lister Road Depot, seen from left, Pat Barrows, 
Stephen Davies, Richard Green, and Anthony ‘tattoo Tony’ Davies 



Stores operative Pat Bar- Road worker Scott Colley Steve Bradley shoulders 
rows seen striking a pose shows off his body art the load for the calendar 


THEY may not be the traditional 
type of male model but Dudley 
Council workers dared to bare by 
taking their shirts off for a revealing 
fundraising calendar. 

Men working at the authority’s Lister 
Road depot, Netherton, have given up 
their lunch breaks and evenings over the 
past few weeks to help create the 2011 
calendar. They have posed with their 
shirts off for black and white images to 
feature in the calendar which will help to 
raise cash for the Help for Heroes charity. 

It will also bring in funds for this year’s 
mayoral charities which are the Thomas 
Pocklington Trust, Acorns Children’s 
Hospice and the Alzheimer’s Society. 

The calendar has been put together by 
photographer and council worker Jon 
Cartwright, who took all the snaps. 

The 500 calendars are on sale for £5 
each and more than 100 have been sold so 
far. 

The Help for Heroes charity was set up 
in 2007 to support injured British service¬ 
men and women and provide them with 
better facilities for treatment and reha¬ 
bilitation. 

The authority said it was delighted 
with how successful the calendar had 
been. 

Excellent 

Leader of Dudley Council Councillor 
Anne Millward said the calendar had 
been an excellent idea. 

“I think it’s great that staff at our Lister 
Road depot have given up their time to 
raise money for such worthwhile causes.” 

The calendar is available at Lister 
Road’s reception. People can also call 
01384 814595 or email 

jon.cartwright@dudley.gov.uk 

The calendar has been self-funded by 
friends and family of the Lister Road staff 
and sponsors have also been sought. 

The calendar comes after paramedic 
Adam Johnson, of Halesowen had a 
similar idea and got his mates to strip for 
a sporting-themed calendar. 

Money from that project will go to the 
Breast Cancer Campaign in memory of 
his late mother-in-law, Lynn Speed, who 
died from the disease aged 51. 

It is available by ringing 07407513297 
or from the Workoutz Gym, Grammar 
School Lane, Halesowen. 
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FEATURE 


What would you do if 
someone collapsed? 

The majority of people would not feel confident trying to 
save a life, something the St John Ambulance wants to 
change. CHRIS FEEHAN joins one of its courses 



Chris Feehan practises mouth-to-mouth resus¬ 
citation and, below puts a “casualty” into the 
recovery position 


C asually stuffing her face with 
penny chews, she was com¬ 
pletely oblivious to what was 
coming next. 

She, like any other five-year-old, had 
a sweet tooth, and in her eagerness she 
bit off more than she could chew, or 
indeed swallow. 

Suddenly, my little cousin was gagging, 
turning red, and unable to dislodge the 
brightly coloured sweet. My cousin was 
choking and I didn’t have enough time to 
fetch help. 

By fluke, my unorthodox version of the 
Mrs Doubtfire Heimlich Manoeuvre soon 
had her breathing again. 

This was my first and only real experience 
of administering first aid. 

Embarrassed at the thought of being 
unable to help somebody in need because of 
a lack of basic first aid knowledge, I decided 
to book myself onto a St John Ambulance 


course. Gareth May, St John Ambulance 
trainer at Wolverhampton’s Wharf Street 
centre, said: “Over half (56%) of people in the 
West Midlands wouldn’t feel confident trying 
to save a life,. 

“A quarter (29%) would just wait for an 
ambulance, a third (33%) would try first aid 
even though they are not sure what to do, 
and just over a quarter (28%) say they’d 
know what first aid to do. 

“But sadly our research shows that many 
would do the wrong thing and could worsen 
things.” 

This April St John Ambulance launched 
The Difference campaign, which aims to 
encourage people to learn basic first aid 
skills which could make the difference 
between life and death. 

According to statistics released by St John, 
150,000 people die each year in situations 
where first aid could have given them a 
chance to live. 

Gareth said: “We believe that anyone who 
needs first aid should receive it and yet, as 
our latest research shows, that’s not happen¬ 
ing. “We can’t rely on other people to have the 
skills - everyone should take the responsibil¬ 
ity to learn first aid themselves. 

Surprised 

“We can all be the difference between a life 
lost and a life saved.” 

The course taught me many life saving 
essentials, particularly how to keep an 
injured or ill person comfortable and alive 
until paramedics arrive. 

I was surprised to learn that nearly every¬ 
one has placed somebody in the recovery 
position, usually to shove someone on their 
side to stop them from snoring. 

When learning CPR (Cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation) I was faced with a limbless 
manikin and at first I was at a loss as to 
where to begin. Despite what you may have 
witnessed on Baywatch, often the injured 


party won’t come round during CPR but it is 
essential to perform 30 compressions at a 
rate of 100 per minute followed by blowing 
into the person’s mouth until their chest 
rises. 

This should be repeated until the person 
begins the breath unaided, paramedics 
arrive or if you are too exhausted to continue. 

In the session I was also taught how to 
perform the Heimlich manoeuvre, now 
known as abdominal thrust, how to treat 
cuts and burns and how to clear someone’s 
airway. 

Andy Griffiths, aged 24, from Penn, 
Wolverhampton, attended the course. He 
said “I was in the cubs when I was younger 
and learned first aid, so I already knew the 
basics but it is useful to refresh because you 
don’t know what you might have forgotten. 

Choking 

“It’s hard to say if I’d be able to use my first 
aid skills but I’m sure if push came to shove 
and someone’s life was on the line I’d get 
stuck in. Everyone should have basic first 
aid training. It should be part of the national 
curriculum.” 

Knowledge of basic first aid certainly 
made the difference to Christine Knight, a 
59-year-old from Kingswinford was out in 
Oldbury enjoying a meal with friends when 
she began choking. Her friends could do little 
more than offer her some water. Luckily a 
fellow diner saw the danger and performed 
several abdominal thrusts and was able to 
dislodge the food. 

When a woman collapsed at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s civic hall recently there were three St 
John Ambulance volunteers on hand to take 
control of the situation until paramedics 
arrived. By using CPR the volunteers 
managed to get the woman’s heart beating 
and saved her life. 

St John Ambulance teaches people first 
aid so that they can be the difference 



Chris Feehan practises his bandaging 
skills on a fellow trainee 


between a life lost and a life saved. As the 
nation’s leading first aid charity, it teaches 
more people first aid than any other organi¬ 
sation: each year, more than 800,000 com¬ 
plete a St John Ambulance training course. 

Even so, fewer than one in 10 people have 
been trained in first aid. 

You could be the difference between life 
and death. To find out how, visit 
www.SJA.org.uk or call 08700 10 49 50. 



nobo dy gete yol i cfassr 

Express & Star 

With over half a million visitors to espressandstar.com 
every month, isn’t it time you took a look to see what all 
the fuss is about? 

Y=<s there's new, sport and ertertairmerrt - but that's not all. We 

ha/s naoaniy launchedIte following brandnew online eorvtoos: 

A X A comprehensive jobsite with over 4000 West 
A Midlands job listings 

A fully-featured property site with over 10,000 
properties available 




A leading motoring site with 1000 s of new & 
used cars for sale 

A powerful local business directory from 
LocalMole 


You can get il all at expressandstar.com bookmarkus now* 
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Britain's biggest and host regional newspaper’s webste 
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SPECIJ 
OFFER 

Laminate Flooring 
4 Colours 

£ 6.9 

vjhtoi 

Lots of Colours 
Bleach Cleanable 

£4.9! 


WILTOI 

‘Modam 
Destqiis' 

£6.99 


fftKL v 


NATURAI 
BERBERS 


From 


TAINLE 
TWISTS 

[' 100% Vlfoffy F fee 

.,£ 7 , 99 ,; 


TWISTS 

Fiom 

£9i99 m2 


COME 
OUT 

| Ufa Win tail) 100 ’s 
of sanplM to yoo 


FAIRWAY CARPETS 

www.fairwaycarpets.co.uk 


307 Halesowen Road, Netlierton, Dudley DY2 9PL,Tel: 01384412333 

MOW OPEM: f/*c>n Fri9am-6pm Sat9arn-5pm Closed Sundays 
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charity boost 


Fiona Moseley as Amy Winehouse 


Ghostbusters, from left, Martin Brown, Nick Amos, Mark Plant and Nick Grundy 
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Dormston’s very own Scooby Doo cast, from left, teachers Phil Amos, Katie 
Whitehouse, Kelly Bryant, Stuart Bell and Kath Smith 


Receptionist Ann Edwards (left) and Wolves mascot Wolfie with pupils 
Rosie Downes (left), Olivia Basford, Jake Locke (left) and George Lakin 


Kimberley Duffield (left) and Caitlin Sharratt, both aged 12, buy their spotty 
Children in Need cakes 


4C$X>Ct>ifclMlto fJtl GftlGHHW 
j*vlb». >iiHiiijV fitilihfit* 
liau a 4i"nl 4tW l»4 *>i 
Ctrvtror/. 


Cosit 14 M 


IlMi tbavBubk^ 

; ( \nki4?t-Refill iw IK* Mail 

.^73QH Ar.wIviiiNif 

!biii{4:H(i| '.’-.Six *.<Ii h 
jfitoiitij /•ndimnl- 
hrwn>;d4i;i»tf»h^^W | 

Cattfl 491 


Bvlrfctti 9 Mdi^ 


Fancy that! Big 


from characters 


SCOOBY DOO, the Ghost¬ 
busters and Wolves football 
mascot Wolfie were just 
some of the characters who 
helped raise more than 
£2,500 for Children in Need 
at a Dudley school. 

Dormston School, based on 
Mill Bank, Sedgley, held a 
range of fundraising activities 
including fancy dress, cake 
sales and Dormston’s Got 
Talent. 

Money is still being counted 
but so far the school - a Maths 
and Computing Specialist 
College - has accumulated 
£2,636. 

Festivities ran throughout 
the week and started with Mrs 
Sond’s Staff Samosa Shop, 
which raised £111. 

Outstanding 

Staff then held a fancy dress 
day and costumes varied from 
Spongebob Squarepants to 
Buzz Lightyear and Woody 
from Toy Story 

A signed Wolves shirt raffle 
raised around £3,000, while 
Jordan Wright and Jo Moodie, 
otherwise known as Double J, 
won Dormston’s Got Talent 
with a breakdance routine in 
front of staff judges dressed up 
as Simon Cowell and Louie 
Walsh. 

School PA Karen Otton said: 
“The level of response from 
both staff and pupils has been 
outstanding at very short 
notice. 

“Pupils are already talking 
about what they would like to 
do for next year.” 



Donning their best fancy dress, teachers from left, Indy Bassan, Steve 
Dixon, Phil Bateman, Simon Carroll, Marie Hollyhead 



Teacher Marie Hollyhead helps sell spotty 
cakes 
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With their cheque for Children in Need, from left, head girl Emily McKeown, 
deputy head boy Henry Tanswell, head boy Adam Foster and deputy head 
girl Emily Kelford, all in Year 11 
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Jodie dips her toe 
into comedy as 
Lady of the Lake 


THE NATION’S Nancy, Jodie Prenger, 
loves to laugh and there will be laughs 
aplenty when Spamalot, the Monty Python 
musical, arrives at Birmingham’s Alexandra 
Theatre on Tuesday to provide an alterna¬ 
tive to traditional panto until January 1. 

The Blackpool lass, pictured right in her 
new part, won the public vote in 2008 on 
TV show I’d Do Anything to play Nancy in 
the West End revival of Oliver! 

Now she’s coming to Birmingham to belt 
out spoof show tunes as the glamorous 


Lady of the Lake in the comedy musical, 
“lovingly ripped off” from the film Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail by John Du Prez 
and former Wolverhampton schoolboy and 


Towering perfomer - page xx 

Python Eric Idle. Matthew Kelly will be 
showing he’s still game for a laugh by 
playing King Arthur and former EastEnder 
Todd Carty will be showing his knack for 
slapstick comedy as the servant Patsy. 


JLS, a group 
who we just 
love more... 

IT’S been a phenomenal year for JLS, 
the massive success of second album 
Outta This World has established them 
as one of the UK’s top acts. 

Aston, Marvin, Oritse and JB proba¬ 
bly knew they were destined for 
success after finishing as runners-up 
on The X Factor in 2008 but could not 
have guessed just how enthusiastically 
Jack the Lad Swing has been 
embraced by the British public, their 
self-titled debut album having sold over 
a million copies. 

They’ve had to add a third date at the 
LG Arena, Juanuary 19, after selling out 
their concerts there on Tuesday 
(December 7) and on December 21. 

The lads also recently released the 
official BBC Children In Need charity 
single, Love You More, though it looks 
like the public already love them lots. 


- fc 

YOUR EIGHT-PAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
GUIDE AND WEEK’S 
TV VIEWING 


Robin 2 displays 
pre-festive bill 


TWO pre-Christmas specials have been 
lined up for the Robin 2 at Bilston. 

Billed as a ‘may never be repeated show’ 
the original line-up of the legendary Argent 
have teamed up for just a few UK shows. 

This exclusive show featuring Jim Rodford, 
Russ Ballard and Bob Henrit is at the Robin on 
Tuesday, December 7 and will feature all the 
classics including Hold Your Head Up and 
God Gave Rock ’n’ Roll To You, which was 
covered by KISS in 1992. 

The support is The Zippers, a professional 
five-piece band, performing the rock and pop 
songs from the 60s right up to the present day. 
Tickets are (advance) £16 (door) £17. 

And just confirmed is the Xmas Special on 
Sunday, December 19 with Steve Harley, who 
after 36 years of touring, still says: “Playing 
live is the biggest thrill there is.” Steve Harley 
& Cockney Rebel will be appearing in a show 
that will cover a 12-album career, with tracks 
from each one. Tickets are (advance) £20 
(door) £22.50 

For both book online at www.therobin. 
co.uk or call the box office on 01902 401211. 
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Heroines take 
centre stage 
in two classics 


TWO of children’s literature’s fav¬ 
ourite young heroines are being brought 
to the stage during the festive period. 

Matilda, Roald Dahl’s telekinetic 
schoolgirl, gets her revenge on a mon¬ 
strous headmistress and a loveless 
family in the Royal Shakespeare’s 
colourful new production at Stratford 
with songs by Aussie comedian Tim 
Minchin. It’s on until January 30. 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
brings Frances Hodgson Burnett’s 
childhood favourite, The Secret 
Garden, to the stage this Christmas, to 
January 8. This musical adaptation will 
bring to life characters from this classic 
children’s story. 

When 10-year-old Mary Lennox is 
orphaned she must make the journey 
from sun-baked India to live with her 
distant uncle in wintry Yorkshire. Spoilt 
and unhappy it’s only when Mary meets 
a local lad, Dickon, and learns of a lost 
garden that she begins to take an inter¬ 
est in the house and its inhabitants. 

Playing Mary Lennox is aptly-named 
actress Amy Lennox, fresh from the 
West End production of Legally Blonde, 
where she was understudying to the 
lead role of Elle. Playing Dickon will be 
Tom Aldridge, who returns to The Rep 
for the third time following His Dark 
Materials and Peter Pan. 

And there is a third heroine, Cin¬ 
derella, at Birmingham Hippodrome. 
David Bintley’s new production of the 
classic fairy tale for Birmingham Royal 
Ballet, with music by Prokofiev, marks 
the company’s 20th year in Birmingham 
and is on until December 12. The per¬ 
formance on December 7 will featuring 
local teenagers with no previous ballet 
experience who have been working 
with the company in recent months. 

A musical version of Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail, Spamalot, opens at 



The three young actresses who take 
it in turns to play Matilda 

Birmingham’s Alexandra Theatre on 
Tuesday to provide an alternative to the 
usual festive fare. The show, which has 
been touring after a successful West 
End run, will include former Stars In 
Their Eyes host Matthew Kelly as King 
Arthur, I’d Do Anything winner Jodie 
Prenger as The Lady of the Lake, and 
ex- EastEnder and Grange Hill actor 
Todd Carty as Patsy, the put-upon serf. 

Co-written by Python Eric Idle, it will 
be on at the Alex until January 1. Inci¬ 
dentally, Phil Jupitus will be wearing the 
crown when the show comes to Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Grand Theatre in April. 

A revival of Keith Dewhurst’s original 
stage adaptation of Lark Rise to Can- 
dleford, is at the Grand until Saturday 
after which the theatre prepares for the 
arrival of Christopher Biggins, a giant 
genie and the rest of the cast of Christ¬ 
mas panto Aladdin. 
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Jedward, Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham 

LOVE them or hate them - and 
lots of girls love them judging by 
the turnout - Jedward have 
become the pop stars they so 
desperately wanted to be. 

The Irish twins with the gravity- 
defying quiffs had appeared ulti¬ 
mate desperate ‘wannabes’ 
when first unleashed on the 
public via The X Factor. But here 
they were, record deal in their 
back pocket and playing to a 
teenybopper audience getting 
close to a frenzy. 

From the moment they hit the 
stage in pseudo-military gear 
with their version of the Black 
Eyed Peas’ I’ve Got A Feeling, 
they didn’t stop dancing and 
dashing around the stage. John 


and Edward must leave a sugar 
famine behind them in Ireland, or 
is it the E numbers that send 
them into hyperactive mode? 

John (or was it Edward?) even 
showed us his handstand skill - 
you don’t get that at an Elton 
John concert. 

Like the Duracell bunnies of 
pop, they didn’t stop for 90 
minutes. Their energy probably 
melted the snow off the venue’s 
roof. Performing live vocals to 
recorded music, they gave the 
Jedward treatment to karaoke 
pop favourites Fight For Your 
Right, Teenage Kicks, We Will 
Rock You, a Wham medley and 
chant-along numbers such as 
Jump and I Like To Move It. 

A version of the Jonas 
Brother’s SOS and Lady Gaga’s 


Bad Romance, complete with the 
dance moves, went down partic¬ 
ularly well. In there somewhere 
was an original song, All The 
Small Things. 

They ended with one for the 
nans - The Bay City Rollers’ Bye 
Bye Baby - before the inevitable 
encore, the Ice Ice Baby-Under 
Pressure mash-up and Ghost- 
busters, during which they 
sprayed the audience with water 
blasters. 

John (or was it Edward?) 
jumped off the stage, was 
mobbed and grabbed by two 
young ladies dressed from head 
to toe as bananas, proving they 
do have appeal. 

It was a highly entertaining 
night of pop panto. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Lark Rise to Candleford, 

Grand Theatre 

Due to weather conditions, the lorry 
carrying the costumes and scenery for 
the opening night of Lark Rise to Can¬ 
dleford at the Grand Theatre, was stuck 
in snow in Scotland. 

The production still went ahead with 
a full cast dressed in black and a bare 
stage. Because of the period of the 
play, a bit of imagination was called for 
from the audience. 

But full credit to this talented cast, 
what could have turned into a disaster 
turned into an unexpectedly entertain¬ 
ing evening that made you appreciate 
good acting. 

What was interesting to observe was 
the dual roles cleverly taken on by many 
of the cast that would have otherwise 
gone unnoticed had they been in 
costume. 

Folk songs were expertly played and 
sung by the cast and there were some 
brilliant comic moments when the 
women of the village gathered for a 
good gossip. If you can enjoy this pro¬ 
duction under these circumstances,just 
imagine how enjoyable it will be when 
the costumes and scenery arrive. 

LES JOWETT 



Cinderella, Birmingham Hippodrome 

BIRMINGHAM Royal Ballet bring their 20th anniversary year 
celebrations in the city to an end with an enchanting Christmas 
present. BRB director David Bintley has created a spellbinding 
Cinderella, lavish and dream-like, a treat on a par with the 
company’s usual festive offering, The Nutcracker. 

There is comedy, too, in the choreography of the Ugly Sisters 
and the human-sized mice, frog and lizards, who magically turn 
into Cinderella’s liveried servants when the pumpkin transforms 
into an ornate carriage. 

Elisha Willis is a most elegant Cinderella and lain Mackay a 
dashing Prince, and Prokofiev’s romantic music also finds a 
perfect partner in this fairytale world made real. It’s Bintley’s 
vision but John MacFarlane’s designs and David Finn’s lighting 
play a vital role in bringing it to the stage so memorably. 

Cinderella continues until December 12. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Tell me on a Sunday. 

Alexandra Theatre 

This a romantic adventure of a 
young English girl newly arrived 
in New York seeking companion¬ 
ship and love. This imoving and 
emotional story of broken 
dreams and loneliness, with a 
little comedy thrown in, is theatre 


at its best. This production has 
been thoughtfully reworked for 
present day audiences with the 
use of a laptop and mobile 
phone. 

The star of this one-woman, 
one-act song cycle, Claire 
Sweeney, gives a superb and 
competent portrayal of the char¬ 


acter with some excellent vocals 
to Andrew Loyd Webber’s music. 
Take That Look Off Your Face, 
Unexpected Song, I Still Believe 
In Love and the title song Tell Me 
On A Sunday were all delivered 
beautifully by Sweeney. 

A huge task well done. 

LES JOWETT 
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ID wiS! be required 


The Merry Hill Centre • 01384 480907 

We are next, to NEXT near ASDA 
Ojx'n Weekdays 10 to 8 ♦ Saturday 10 to 6 • Sunday 11 to 
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CASH IN 

WITH THE MIDLANDS BIGGEST MARKETPLACE 

With thousands of possible local buyers and sellers everyday and free private advertising of anything* up to Ilia value £1000... 

A ClassWed advert has to be the beet way to turn your unwanted Heme into cash and also tw beat way to bag a bargain. 

In ycur local Expreee & Star etx days a week. 

In yens’ local Chronicle every week. 

Online 24/7 at ww.expreeeandetar.ocra'my-claMlflecI - _. 
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M* EToeih/ect *15Rk CT BitL-ti 
+* HOIYIOC UldOT tilO htlYlYier 
{Rj EEC rlev.c; Weedier. tl** Fft.1 
Reccnec, tlfST) Eiry or Motto Eiry EEC Movjq 
Weedier. ttlSBryein hint pj 1** EEC Movjq 
WeeidlOr. 14* Fm-JohviI Move; Weedier. U5 
Dcctcrc. 2l15 P.tcli\| pj Mt EEC Movjq 
Weedier; Fm-JohviI MOVJC, $.15 CEEC 5.15 
Weckect Ui-h Gut* EEC Movjc; Wbaflier. GJ* 
Retfoivl Movjc Fro{reimmec; Wbadier. 9* Tlio 
One StiovJL 14*lnd<le Qt EEC Movjc; ReJdVl 
M ovjc, t.H EectEixIorc. Ml AcklotedtoGeimed?: 
Pnw.Titl t.H Hut* EEC MOVJC, 1*£5 

Reyfoivt Ph'.c; Wboflier. US A Cnectfcn of 
Snort tl*5lid-:l*Sq>:rt Tlio MTbnJcnec Story 
11*571 to GrdvumMorbnSticvj; Pj Wedlieri1«JL 
C.» Sl-ji Zone: Tlio .“^reidce. p;. 14* 
MexterCt l* 71 is RofcLC+jivfc, {Rj 2l 55 Tlio Stiy 
of Science - Fovjer, Roof euxl Fncc+ni pj *.55 
EEC Movie, 


l=l=w ^ 


jJG.** CBeeHec, 91 CEEC. 4.4* 
J CBeeklec. ti*4 Film £010 L'.tdl 
CleiKlei Wlittetmeii pj tLM DrfyRtfdot t£4 * 
LPjO Snooker UK ClvimHoictlx 1 j 4* Fddecc 
{Rj 5.15 Tito Hlry Elkerc' Cook Off. Gut* 
Eyylieexfc, p;. (.** stildiy Come C<ei>:4>j - ft 
TkecTVjo 9 * LPjo Snooker: LI■: ClviYi3loriGl1|i 
71 w oi »i 11 ly coocJ a l of 1l ol I net Tot r coco k ho l ■ x I 
lYietdiec *.** Ul'jerdty CtYdenye. 4.4* P.lreixLi 
ftj** len Hdoi>b ,“,ye of die Do-Gooderc, t.ll 
Tlio Tip. 1*.** MovjciUJt Weedier. fli* 
Snooker: UK Clvinjlonct^x til Snooker: UK 
Clvin^cncJI:. E*£1 tH EEC Movjc, *.55 ctoce. 

F^fW.H Den-tceek. *j*4 Loneli* *£5Tlie 
UK^JJ4TOIWK}1 oS 110VJL «L**71tMWlll^ 
t*l Looco Women. 14* mi Movjq 
Weerdier. 155 Ro-JchvI r-ievjq Weedier. 2 l** 
Hoi to Ci It Ml Dldilrconb Rod Dod. {Rj *.5 Ti 
F; o->:.nd Weedier. 1 j** Mclocmer P.lr:lerc pj 
5.** 71 to ,“Jen TfcoliTVTdi SIicvjl Gut* Fajctvl 
Movjc; Weedier. 4.31 17 V Movjc; Wbedier. 94 
E in men: Lite. 1** Oorondlon Street Ml 
CcrcHVdcn Stroot 71 to Hctorlo Ret Encode pi 
t.*4 Ooronedon Stroot ft.44 Mu ei Celekrly Got 
MeQt of Hoiol CcLYlnyCLt Hut* 17 V Movjc et 
Tmt Weedier. 1*44 Rojord Movjc; Weedier. 
1*45 Tlio Deiy Join Lemon do<L 11*51■;11• jc- of 
LOOII EJCOIi- fil flitfX. {Rj 1 £j 44 7110 2OHIO; mr 
Movjc HmIIwl, £j 44 UE^ CIviyiiJojio Loem-te 
'.iVoo+ily *.** Tlio JofoiYjyKilo SIiovjl p;. *.55 mr 
.-. --11TVNTonfnu. 


MyitEoroon E 


iinu Movjc 


N.M.I.L Ifcfe gaw&pawtt 

Rcnot Cook. {R} i.15 to 
G d:l:oi Gd^ja pt 1# RocJfr CclioocwL Z» 
E 'jOf >1 I >■ Lc^oc- Firy n oh >: L p} *.* 5 E 'jo q-I l>' 
Lc^jOl- F^tj-tii:.i>:L ^R} *j *5 R-ndoc Pf t.ll 
Aooofdixjto Jim Pi t.« RIoiKfc. Pi H.WCno 
71-00 HIL 11*5Eq,dPj1IO t.H Civil TO I t MOVJC 
SiiTiiYVTy 1JLI5 3 Miito Wcndon Tlio Timor 
PH=o £010. p;. till J.Tilo d Hoim {R} tl« 
Iron dwf UK. 141 RIyi GUcctc of Borkoloy 
s^ijto. .;iii+7;. usDoLitckwjii i.isood or no 

□ Od. 5JMC04T1ODH0VJU1M0. 5J«F0irlllJlBKL 
4.H Tlio SIti|jcoiiCi 4*1 HclyDdio. 91 Clvniel 
4 Movjc Z 554t]iOLK|lLti t.M Khctlo Jivl Rib 
Porfcot dTldiTvic t.l* Ooiyio diio vjttli P.lo: 
CofoivUon Stroot Eq:o-:4d tt.H ciib Mojtof 
Cil: r-ljl-t 11.91 RooiJ SIiovjl {R} 11£5 Eoluj 
M-Dills d ClTtbivc-. tt*t P.lc+j oil 330 
SocckHic MjiIo Stroot RojkIioic 111 Ronlor 
Loj>j.io Fckor. SjI* HIyi Tlio HonoiniooHiorc 

■ c>»r- *.*• nin Poo:o pkc« si 

Erotliefc--!!. Sldorc p;. 59 Cno Too HI 


Channel Flvi 


|MI Mhdvkol t.15 
■iiio 'rvtKJ It surf- 
».457tlLtvi C+:..:kLT.:L p;. 11»5 Holco Dodor. p} 
tL» Honoo Doctor, pj tL« R-jo Movjc tL15 
Killer Uon Etloxt kctln Stojenc' A<pjeHiroc 
145 Mol.J1».rc £.15Hcnio ciYlfitfKi? £.9 
AjiItviI Rocaio S(|ltcL ^R} 4.15 Tlio Fcrttty 
Rodijo. ^RJ 4.15 Ri ll .“.'d ji>: 4to Ejqirocc. (1373J 
71 t I lor, vjtni Loo P.Vt'Jii 541 Rjo Movjc; '.'Vodlior. 
5.4* MolJI-i'Lrc {R} 4.11 Hihtio jivI .“vvtj-: p;> 
idSU-JOltOITI StlKlO R'jO. IH FPj'O MOVJC.lt T 
14 * Hovj Do Tlioy Do Ifi; R-jo Movjc, *** Tlio 
GLidyot Stuv.r R'jo Movjc. ft** Extreme FtJlnj 
vjBi FkIkoii Ctooii tt.H HIti EIlTIo. { 1333} 
t££5 LFC 1££ Mdn E'JOilL lil SiiJorCccliQ 
4.** 7110 FE1 Rloc p} 4.45 Hcico Doctor, p} 


I<4.1* ETOdrfJli ft.15 FJ|> CfT ETtlll 
Homoc Utvlor Uio HeiTimor; 
P} EEC Movjq '.'Vodlior. 11** Rod 
Rocouoc 11457:. Eny or Motto Ein-: EEC Movjc 
W oodier. IL-EEcT.jdTHLit {R} UIEC Movjc; 
■jYedlier. 1** Rojoivl Movjc; 'jYodliot. 145 
Do-loro, l.t p.lodiij. p} *.** EEC Movjc; 
■rYodlior; Retail Movjc 4.15 CEEC 515 
'.'Yodioot Li4;. 4 .M EEC Movjc; 'Wodlior. 4.44 
Fo-jI:hv 1 Movjc Ro.j-lTiitioc; Wbdlier. 9* Tlio 
CnoSI iovjl 1**EddEiylercBSCM ovjc Rojoid 
Movjc M* Hol>y Ctly ftjl*7lrn El.i 1; Time - 7io 
H'Jt Stroot -Hut* EEC Movjc *J :5 Fo-Jond 
Movjq WodlTor. W.*5 hivijiie. 1144 FIiyi Tlio 
Cdnlocttio P.Vrr1,->je. {1333} For1o-:l ooimooly 
■: I ,i t vi, otTrliij Jeon Ceil it; ^ixsoitliorjlovj. 1* 
SI■ jl 2oiie: Soo Holt. p> 14* P-Vct-nlliet Tlio 
FTdooJcHVIc {FJ 4 .W Foh vi ten >:e Fwjoldon 
{R it 4.* Tlio BchIoV ot {R} 4.4 * EEC Movjc 

m^M* CEOOMOC 1»* CEEC *.** 
1 1 ■ - 'CEootteo. tl** rtlmd Pork. {R} 
H** Cdl-y Foltfcc tL*4 LPjo Snooker UK 
CIviTi^oncl-lx Tlie oi:oh1i>j cocctonc In feir 
coooivl-roiivl imddiec 4.4* Rolidocc, P} 5E 
Tlio Hdry Eliero-' Cook Of. 4.4 * Ej.Jto,->:C {R} 
4*4 StrkjUyCoime D,idnj - ItTdfocTVjc 1 ** 
U'jo Snooker: U{ dvimi:krc-lli:-. Tlio ooooivl 
roniyl of tie rji-kli{j ojoiI rooidiec ji oondidon 
*j** rLUroil 'rXbrKI P-tkLt Mdtotc ftjl* 

71ieR»ct7vTtMd4oBtllorc «u**MroiKLT{R} 
W.4* Mev.cil.Jt; Wodner. tli* Snooker UK 
duiTi^ondilx -c.9 Snooker: UK CIviti^oiicI^} 
Erfroi 2 _W EEC Movjc 4.4* doco. 

1 4.** Dd>krodi *.** Lorrdne. ttSTlio 
JotOLiTj.' I';>1e Stiiv.L -Bj*4 711cMon1n{j. 
1£j*4 Looco 'WoHmoii 14* 17 V Movjc 
W oodier. 155 Rejoid Movjq 'IVodlior. 2 j** 
HOLCO Git 4.44 DtoHltOlltRed Dod. {R} 4.5ft 
Reulorvl 'IVodlior. 4.4* Motamor Mr:lore {R} 
5*4 Tlio .“In Ttotnvrdi SIkvj. 4.44 Fiejoivi 
Movjq Wedlier. 4.44 ITV Movjc; 'jVodlTer. 14* 
EiYiYiercLile. 14* Cen "rbn Keei> q SoorotT: 
Tnl.Jt *.4* Ei Tim or.: do. 4.4* Oorondlon Street 
ft** Cororvdon Stroot SO Torq SO Moimeitc 
14.44 ITV Movjc Weedier. W.44 Rojoid 

Movjq 'r^dliof. 14.45 Finn ^djceTlIc {1333 } 
Cchtio-:Ij-; lLtMiij F»l>ort Do Tiro on:I Ellj-'Cryctd. 
tiL4* Tlio 2cno; ITlTMovjc Heodlioc £4* Tlio 
Rooklbrd Hloc 4d5 71io Joroiw Kilo SIiovjl {R} 
4J* mr MKIlccroon 54* mr F.tnlnj Molmc 

14.4 5 Fin I lot Cook. {R} 4.55 
'■rb GdJkei Gd:J:ei {R 3* 
Redly St|i.ieeced. 145 E'jorjlly Lo'joc 
Fin>imu i:L {R} 4.1* E'jor>1:-:-:ly Lo'ioc FeTHmoHvL 
{R 4.44 Freidor. {R} t.f* Aooortlliu to Jim {R 
ft.44 Frloivt, p} HI* Cno Too HI. 11*5 
SiTdl'Jlo. tLtt dviinet 4 Movjc Summery 
t£*5 3 Mute 'Wo(tier: Tlio Tinier FtIdo £ 01G 

S -if tL4* Rhjor Crtkrje Ettoc p> t££* Iren diof 
K. t£5 Hlim Aimorlodi ai«Tll:i In dio 
RIlMJkioc {1350} Second 'Wcrkl Wet deimei, 
cLttIvi Tyono Fovjot. 4L£5CoLitdovjn 4.* Dod 
or Mo Dod. 5** Came Dlie vjdi Mo. 544 Fcnr li 
ei Bod 4.4* Tlio SimTuinv, 4.4* Hollyodc 14* 
di Jinet 4 Movjc 1554Uicn Jtti 4 j**KIicUo ciy I 
Flll'c Perfect dTldimnc ft.** Tlio Fenvly 14.44 
Reitilo Boyob TTeimndd Ml-jltc *.i5 7ie 
Mot{ yi vi SIiovjl fll*71ioE1{jEeny71ioory 1145 
FKk.ortt Wol:.. {R} ti.1* Bill Fnn Cl 4* Werkl 
&Eoy Codec P} 11* FroocHMrtc on 4. {R} 145 
Eo,i:n V^le>1:dL 2.44 IOTij' Ecolij Weekly £.55 
■WorklSuort {R} 4J*Sdlna{R} 4.45rttorvjor1d 
JR} 4.* Erotlierc-1 Slcfcrc p>4.55ER p> 544 
DojKloctCdoti PJ 

P3!B!ffWI3!WiJi* Mitoidm ft.t 

h ^J ILilllll !■■■! Tl ^. W |(Jt SUIT. 
14.45 Tttvi GotkLxd. P} 1145 Hcrco Doctor. 
{R} 1£.1* Honoo Doctor. {R} Ul 4* Fhio Movjc 
1£.45 Deotly Anjlo RdUecvko: ^ictli Stojeno' 
.“■djOHtiiec pj l45Met{J1>oiic £.15 Hohtio en:l 
.“WTy £.9 Film .“Jono. {1337} Drei ivi, otirlij 
H.11Tie LTOHTHT. 5*4 R'jO Movjc Wodlior. 544 
Moljl»Lrc {F} 4 j 4* Hoimo oitlI .“WTy pj. 4J5 
U'JO froHTT StlKlO Fhj-o. 1 ** R'JO Movjc d 7. 14* 
StrootMeikot diofo; FIjo Movjc Uxldo tut* Sen 
FdroJ UH; R'jO Movjc d 3 l ft j** d=1: UeiH. 1U* 
CS1: T-IY, PJFIjo Movjc Uixlde. 114* CS1: dime 
Scene liTjectfcjdlon. p;- «_** TlnoCSI. {R} 1*4 
EilwCetlT: 4.4* Tlio FBI Floe JR} 4.45Hoico 
Dodor. p> 51* Midvreleib Wld dvilonjo. pj 
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14.** ETOdrfect ft.15 Rt|> OT Eittdi 
"" WHamocmidortliohdmmor; PJ 
ttC: Movjc; Wodlior. 11** Rod 
Reoonec 11457:. Eiry or Motto Ein- 1 ; EEC Movjq 
■Wodlior. C.15BerjdiiHLit{R} 1**EECMevjq 
Wodlior. 144 Rojavl Movjq Weedier. t45 
Dcctcrc £.15 Media {FJ. 4.4* EEC MOL'.c; 
WoeiHior; Rodorvl Movjc 4.45 CEEC 515 
Weeded Lit;' p;. 4.4* EEC Movjq 'Wodlior. 4.44 
Rojond Movjc Ro{jeimmoq Woedwr. 1** Tlio 
Cno SIiovjl 14* WdLioe P. GroHTttb Work I of 
liTJOittn; EEC Movjc; Roakjnd Movjc 4.4* 
JliTiTiybRood Riotory 4.44 rijot Eider b Slim:Jo 
Sii^erc ftj** Tlio .“tl^OHdoo. Hut* EEC Movjc 


Film £013 vjtUi CLtkLi Wliklonvn; Medoivd 
Lotory UxL-ti 11£5Rlm 7io ftrfoot Stnm 
{£030}; WoediorjIw.L 144 S+jn Zone: CcriTtry 
TTeiokc {R} ££5 Greet Errttti Wecto Moin. pj 
4.55 EEC Movjc 

14.4* CBeeMec 14* CEEC 4.44 
ICEoot>1ec 1144 Drfy RtHJoc 1*4 
See Hoet. 14* U'jo Snooker UHCIvimJtaidtJL 
Tlio oi:onl>j c4cdonc of tie IIrot Ivjo .:p.vrfc.r 
llivdc 4.4* Fokdecc {F} 515 7io Hdry Etkerc' 
Cook CT. 4.** EaJioeidc {R} 4.4* stnottycoimo 
Dendnj - It Td»c 7 Vjo. 1 ** U'jo Snooker: UK 
ClvimdonoHJ. Tlio ooiioIkIi-kj cocolonc of tlio 
tvjooijoidxj ctLTteollivdo, 4j**EdwTclenRTim 
ft** ,“J>:4oit Wor1.:C, 1*.** Tlio ,“j:i:roid':o:Tonto 
Fled 1*44 MovjcrUt 'Abedier. 11£* Snooker 
UK dvim|3fcnol1|3L t2_l* Tlio FoodoTlvd Mdfo 
Elllonc p;. 1 * EEC Movjc *L 55doco. 

rUTfTM4.**DeTil:.rod;.*.4* Lon die. ft£571ie 
i or or,Ty K>1o SIiovjl f*.4* Tit- Mcndia 
t£4* Looco 'Wamon 14* mr Movjc; Woediot. 
155RoJoivil Movjc; 'Weedier. £** Hoico Git 
44 * doMl-coitt Rod Dod. {R} 4.5ft Rodoivd 
'Wodlior. 4 j** M-:Comer Mraiorc p|. 5*4 Tlio 
,“Jen Tltotimerdi SIiovjl 4.4* Rojoivd Movjq 
'Weedier. 4j**ITVMwjq Weed tor. l**Ooroivdon 
Stroot 14 * U'jo UEF.“, CtVTii|:tonc- Loe>j.to. 
.“j-lolviI ■/ RrUnn Bot{reido puk-af 74S|jiTt 
Hut* ITi.i Movjc d Ten; Weedier. 1*44 Repaid 
MevjcWedlier. ».4 5 i_E F,“, Cl vi i ti :+:■ i v- Loe>j. to: 
Ej-lrei Tlimo. t£J571io Zone; ITV Movjc Heeidliiec 
2 l 4 5 Rim: Tlio Covjl»y Wery {1334} *£* Tlio 
Joronry Kjlo SIiovjl p> 52* ITV MKJlcoroon 54* 
ITV Mondi{j Movjc 

14.4* Flenot Cook PJ 4.9 
I - * GdJtvi GdJtvi p> 115 
Frodly SdieesecL 14* E'jor>1:-:-:ly Lo'joc 
Rerymcn<L {R} USE'Jorjtmly Lo'joc Fltj-iti:h>:L 

0 4.45 Rector. JR} ft.lt Aooor<li{jto Jlim p} 
• Rloivlc p|. 1*1* Cno Too HIL 11*5 
Smei'Jlle. t£** Ctvnnot 4 Movjc Summiry 
1£*5 3 Mute Wonylor: Tlio Tinier FtIbo £ 3 Bl 
JR} tt£* Iron Clef 
R«l Wltdl {1343} 
RoNivntt:. ooeitirliij eiclJ04d.ro, Ltrrliij Join 
WeTj-no eivl Gd RliccoIL 3 l £5 Cxiddov.n 4.It 
Dod or Mo Dod. 5*4 Come DIiovjUi Me. 54* 
Fctr li ei Eo-:L 4.**Tlio Stmconc, 4.44 hkd|yodfc 
1*4 Clvdiiot 4 Movjc 155 4UcnJtti 4.4* 
Klrcdo eixl Rllb Porfoot dTCftmec, ft.** Greixl 
Dod-JC, ».** RLKloTCo. P} 11*57110 E'JHt 
{R} Cl* 5 McJo on 4: Qi Teck tt£* Mdo oil 4: 
Tlio 74lxim diert SIiovjl THOlIh Sq-o:Jet Pi 
Ul 9 Mclo 041 4: Moroiry Pr1» 3ecd04ic. p} 
1* 5Mdo 0414: Tie ,“J:rim Cliert SIcvj Si>d1IJt 
1£* Film a,I:■:■>! {£33^ Kcroon roj04i{p-llTllor, 
cteiTliij Clio I Mli-dk. 4 J* Brotlierc -P. Sttoic_p} 
4 j* Sale Too HI. 4.5* HI Stroot E1 lioc{R} 54* 
Coutdovjii {R} 

Mkdieihot ft.15 
Wljt SkiT. 
1*45 Tldiei Go-:kLT-:L p} 1145 Hoico Doctor. 
{R} «Ll* Honoo Dodor. P} tL« R-jo Movjc 
12.45 Jet'.ic of die H|:i>o: Anctlii Sto'jo4c' 
ActJ04tuoc P} 14 5Met-J1:-:irc £_15Ho4Yie eixl 
.“v.ieTy £.9 TioRimly RooIjo. {R} £.55 Mode In 
F.l04T104to, {R} 4j* 5Rlm TPjo Aydict Time {£33£} 
5 ** FIjo Movjc; 'Weedier. 54* Mo+JilKirc, p} 
4.4* Hoimo eni:l .“v.ieTy {R} 4 l 2 5 LIjo fro4 n Stndo 
FIjo. 1 »* FIjo Movjc d 7 14* HJiLnixl 
Eimonjorioy R'jo Movjc U|>:Lde. tjt* Eimoraori^ 
Blkerq FhjoMoL'Jceit 3. ft.** TI CIS. p} l*t*Levj 
■F. Order: CiliYliid litoit 1*55 Lewj i Onler. P} 
1155Poker. 12l9 SnwrCetlna 


Chon ei*I 4 


Bmar 


^WJTfcjl* Eroektct ft.15 Rt> Of Brtteln 
Hormec IJIXlot die Himimer; 
{R} EEC Movjc; 'Wodlior. 11** Rod 
Reccnec 1L45Tb Ely or Motto Biiy EEC Movjc; 
'Weedier. Cl 15 Berjdn Hit 1*4 EEC Movjc; 
Weedier. 14* Fe-Jcal Movjc; WoeTdior. 145 
Dootorc £.15 Ntdna pj 4 .** EEC Movjl; 
Weedier, Roulcnd Movjc 4.*5 CEEC 515 
■Wodwct Uik. \F} 4.4 * EEC Movjc; Weedier. *44 
Fjo(Jo4v1 Movjc Prod-eimmoc; 'Wodlior. 1*4 Tlio 
OnoStiovjLlJtEectEixIorq EECMovjcRo{|chi^ 
Movjc *j** Tie ,“j:i:ro4Ttt:-o: TioFIvil R'jo. ft.** 
Htjo I Got Movjcfor toil ft.4* U'jo ddio .“^-ilo-. 
Wut* EEC Movjc Hl 25 Ro{Jo 4 x 1 Mollc; Weed tot. 
1*45 diecdon Time. 1L45 Tit 'Week Sklixj 
'Weedier. 12_4 * SI-jt ZO'iie: Aeklotodto Geimoc?: 
Fencreiivr. {F} U* Col idyl lie. pj ISS^jIkt^c- 
RoexttloVJL pj £.55 7110 TOLllj Qiec {R} 4.55 
EEC Movjc 

CEooldec D** CEEC. 4.4* 
l-l : i*FViF W i^. 114* rtiimd Perk pj 
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the puke 


The Blackpool lass who’s 
now a towering performer 


From reality show to stardom, Jodie Prenger talks to LEON 
BURAKOWSKI about Spamalot, a TV show... and her pets 


I’D Do Anything winner Jodie Prenger is 
looking on the bright side of life, having left 
the cast of Oliver! to star in touring Monty 
Python musical Spamalot and with a TV sit¬ 
com to be broadcast in the new year. 

The Blackpool belter is playing a showbiz diva 
in the musical featuring Always Look On The 
Bright Side Of Life and she will take a lead role in 
BBC show Candy Cabs, a comedy from the 
writers of Dalziel and Pasco. 

It’s about a ‘women only’ taxi firm in the North- 
West and also features ex-EastEnder Jo Joyner, 
Lisa Millett and Claire Sweeney. 

In the two years since the public chose Jodie, 
over the judges’ favourites, to win the coveted role 
of Nancy in the West End revival of Oliver!, her 
rollercoaster career ride has been on a permanent 
up. 

She has become a regular on TV and radio, pre¬ 
senting the Lottery Show, covering for Elaine 
Paige and Paul O’Grady on Radio 2, and making 


lots of concert appearances, many with her 
showbiz pal John Barrowman.She also made an 
album of nostalgic wartime songs and has a new 
album coming out on major label Sony next year. 

Before I’d Do Anything, Jodie first got some¬ 
times unflattering exposure on reality weight loss 
show The Biggest Loser (she lost 8st) but has no 
regrets. “It gave me my health back,” says the size 
14 songstress. I try to get out and exercise but I 
love my food. I couldn’t be one of those people 
who sniff a lettuce leaf. 

But her biggest love, as those who saw her help 
pick the dog to play Toto on Over The Rainbow 
may guess, are her animals. 

“I’ve got loads of pets back home in Blackpool 
where I lived with my mum and dad,” she says. 
“Three dogs, two parrots, pet chickens, got a tor¬ 


toise, two rabbits, one cockatiel, two budgies and 
some fish ... and obviously Hogan is with me. 

“Hogan Jacko Prenger, he is a Yorkshire terrier, 
the son of my other one at home. He’s still a 
puppy. He’s very good.” 

She will be lighting up the stage at the Alexan¬ 
dra Theatre in some amazing gowns as the Lady 
of the Lake - a mickey take of showbiz leading 
ladies - in the musical based on Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail. “I saw Spamalot on the West End 
and loved the show, loved the comedy, loved the 
costumes, loved the sets - I loved everything 
about it. So when I got asked to do it, I jumped at 
the chance,” Jodie says. 

But wasn’t she worried that it made fun of the 
showbiz world she now inhabits? “It’s got to be 
done. If you can’t laugh at yourself what can you 
laugh at?” she answers. “I can’t stand 
‘starry’ people.” 

Jodie learned her craft the hard way, 
on the northern cabaret circuit, sup¬ 
porting the likes of comedians Jimmy 
Cricket and the late Bernard Manning. 

“Oh, the Manning crowd,” she looks 
to the ceiling as she speaks. “They had 
about five teeth between them. “The 
cabaret circuit was hard graft but it 
really helped me, to be able to have a 
good laugh with an audience and I 
sang all the songs of the musicals. 

“I’d Do Anything was hard, you had 
to put on this amazing show every 
week but doing something you love 
doing doesn’t really feel like work. 

“I owe the public a gazillion thank- 
yous. It is everything I have dreamt of. 
Dressing up and singing these songs, 
it’s like being a kid.” 

Spamalot is staged at the Alexandra 
Theatre from December 7 to January 
1. Jodie will not be appearing on 
December 22, 23, 24 and 26 because 
she’ll be going home to Blackpool to 
spend Christmas with her family. 


Josh, older and wiser 


A BROKEN heart inspired the lyrics 
of Hold Me Down, this year’s hit album 
from young Surrey rockers You Me At 
Six, who headline at Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall next week. 

Frontman Josh Franceschi told the 
Chronicle: “I have only had my heart 
broken once. 

“The relationship with my long term 
girlfriend finished just before the band 
began work on Hold Me Down. 

“It was a cathartic process. I poured 
my emotions into the lyrics. I think that 
is why people can identify with it.” 

The success of the second album 
from the melodic power punks has 
catapulted them from the Wulfrun Hall 
two years ago to playing to more than 
five thousand fans at the Civic on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Josh says the arenas are next. “We 


are planning an arena tour for next 
year,” he revealed. “That’s the next 
step. 

“There are different types of eupho¬ 
ria depending on the venue. 

“I enjoy playing an intimate venue 
where there are no barriers and every¬ 
one is sweaty and I am just a step away 
from the fans but I also enjoy playing in 
front of thousands at an arena.” 

He said that some of the songs from 
debut album Take Off Your Colours 
may be reworked at the Civic gigs. 
“Some of those songs were written 
when we were 15 to 16 years old. Now 
we’re 21-year-olds,” he explained. 

“But we always keep in mind what 
our fans like. We feel like they’ve grown 
up with us. 

“It’s good to be coming back to 
Wolverhampton.” 



Josh Franceschi 



Jodie Prenger who is starring as the Lady of the Lake in Spamalot at the Alexander 
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The top property guide for Dudley, Stourbridge, Halesowen and Kidderminster 


A substantial family 
home in popular area 


AN extended and consider¬ 
ably improved traditional 
detached house, which is 
situated in a sought after 
residential suburb of 
Sedgley, is now available 
through Wakeman estate 
agent. 

Offers in the region of £395,000 
are invited for 76 Sandyfields Road 
in Sedgley which occupies a large 
garden plot with views towards the 
Shropshire Hills. 

The well-presented home offers 
spacious family accommodation 
and also comes with a high stan¬ 
dard of decoration and quality fit¬ 
tings throughout. 

The house is accessed through a 
uPVC entrance door to a hallway 
with cloakroom, understairs 
storage cupboard and hardwood 
floor. 

Access from here is available to a 
through-lounge which measures 
15ft 9in x lift 8in and includes a 
fireplace with marble inset and 
hearth, gas flame-effect fire and 
uPVC windows to both the front 
and rear. To the front of the house 


is a dining room measuring lift 
5in x 10ft llin with double radiator 
and a coved ceiling. 

Having been comprehensively 
refitted with an extensive range of 
units including base cupboards, 
the kitchen measures 20ft 3in x 
10ft and includes a one-and-half 
bowl sink unit with mixer taps, 
drawer unit, integrated dish¬ 
washer, refrigerator and freezer. 
There is also a cooker housing a 
double oven and halogen hob with 
hood and an extensive range of 
wall cupboards, a wine rack, tiled 
splashbacks, ceramic tiled floor, 
radiator and French door to the 
garden. 

Utility 

Currently used as a 
utility/storage room is the garage 
which measures 15ft 7in x 8ft 3in. 

Once upstairs, the first floor 
landing is approached by stairs 
with hardwood spindle staircase 
while access from the landing is 
provided to four bedrooms and a 
bathroom. 

The master bedroom measures 
15ft 9in x lift 9in and includes 
built-in wardrobes with matching 


chest of drawers, bedside tables 
and dressing table with two sets of 
drawers. 

The other bedrooms also include 
built-in wardrobes, double radia¬ 
tors and coved ceilings. 

Fitted with a free standing roll- 
edged bath and a separate shower 
cubicle is the bathroom which 
measures 10ft lOin x 6ft 3in. The 
walls are fully tiled and there is 
also a pedestal wash basin and 
low-level WC, double radiator, two 
uPVC double-glazed windows, 
coved ceiling and ceiling lights. 

Once outside, there is a lawned 
front garden with borders and wall 
which enclose an asphalt driveway 
with ample parking. 

A gated side entrance provides 
access to the rear garden with an 
extensive paved patio with match¬ 
ing walling and inset lighting, 
gravel beds and steps leading a to 
lawned garden with borders and 
beds. 

Viewing is by prior appointment 
with Wakeman estate agents — 
visit www.wakeman-online.co.uk 
for further information or call 
01902 885894. 



Wakeman estate agent is managing the sale of this four bedroomed family home with utility, located in the sought 

after area of Sedgley 
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CHLSTNUT WALK, DUDLEY STREET, BILSTON, WEST MIDLANDS W V 1 4 OLA 
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Register your interest today! 
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NEW HOMES WITH HIGH 
SPECIFICATION INTERIORS 


And see ite Aunmng new iTjawhcmes At ch/»YiiT HAJi. M^w HenTa^f 
amcl I'joi'tei wit A tail character *k i a *tLtkmal in a aij>a t> camaislde 
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To lc^nia. }«uj tM.nb with us Uc to: «c-vc a Luuucii invitation call. 01627 2<?Q <?00 
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Traditional homes built the vzay ysu remember 


^REDROW 
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K. Stuart Swash 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton 01902 710626 Ol* 424044 


|PROPERTY AUCTION Tuesday, 7th December 2010 
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FOR SALE BY AUCTION 
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on TUESDAY, 7th DECEMBER, 2010 (a) 6.30 p.m. 
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H fcH • « K KtMIk 
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« i • r. • ~ r». i * r- . : t 
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• nT,ulii>:Nt'«li *ui v 

• L- t*3. )OI 



if unut k f k u is :•>•>» 

W"li. 

♦ 4 IkIw wiw^ 

• »>:•% '.W—w 

4I-.M «m.\ Imi •••.u.t.kl 
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♦ Jt v.»:-rk i ••a-> I in • 

♦ . - ik ■. i c- n . rjir -11 u, . 

♦ ♦ k.»*. * tin Mr/1 

♦ I «M4| JI<Mt 

♦ .•» -lit 4 i»rt nrt 


r>tv*^raH 
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• '«».kUMi4 rtl♦» -v.A4of>« 

• I ig«), j ^ywp 


1 1 "“Af.V n+Hri *i 

• • t« t wr 

■ mi. PLb* » ••n».lili,i 
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.VH M m 
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rlil4mm9 no ik 


h lie'.r *♦ 

• C ato • W A •! im4#i >4*1 mi 
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llkm rtcrOMk 
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iBffaLftwwws 

• ui »jr> %i ti.«, i**u* 
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♦i -m -i^iu.4...a .kiki.k. 
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. 4. 
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* ...» *, 
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• Otof (.oetallmtM l oit-iiin 


urti WfronT yC <nqas 
MOU.V 44k 

• •!»»*«» ^r#> 1 A-rr 

• UI^M ■**!) lM«MM 
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• /RtiMiniwm 

• cteipfi 
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• . ' K m k I -|- 
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•bv»«iiaiit>(Uii' r »c 
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ipooa* ?*i Eed 
art u^Ujik 


P.rrH>TiT»tw tali'* 
BetftMMft Birf^won 

jiii jitwi foom 

laiipfrnfcn Hmr 


Giin4 ml Ow 

U PVC &s 0 fp Vj IB al 


FMfj taro*n*J. 
3u|«eii 3 Boi M, 

r -Wr. Iv.»v.- 

Lin.* r,TIT, <M t 
Lrtnj* Rum^l 

dwi 6 ftiltircrr. 

nr*GUie8j»M 
Mm uNC 

iiqi* Hi *r*ap 


Nciftorl Ur^LniuK 

Kiel M:im Ubl>* 

MNM*. BCM 1>YC 
(itiM i».n> ^:4>-U 


TVv f«fc* 


EAZY LET 


THE LETTING SPECIALISTS 


“Briertey Hill's Most Expsrioncsel Estats Agsnr 


as 


OIcmm Ro*«l, Kii^isnlrrfb^J 


P> wanin'* Hb* 

Vitxxdta/1.0 bl 

wr| V v ft 

hintan b* » nip** 
f» Obex c Lm f|« Ixinq* 

r^iiici Sfliibn 
Dioth* LtH UPYC 
VtoatruettOKU. 


Wen Wiee-t ftwir, 


CW8 III 5001 

iter. i **i o i ii* i<y* 
as am Tlimi^ruiri 
Idiniie UDdem 
IJIctwii, 

BO 91100 n GCH 

DWG tattrn 
IGD*?* UlCil 
AnflitHsr 


K»K*?if8IK>RD 
EROHLE. L *JC 

• •»*» M •il^ciuttlTTM j »< r w . 

itr»b» mi - ■ - ■- •tM r :iw ■; 

*•- niut 1 ‘ult -itrili UiU K 

1m ■%«»»>• ana uMitaa* V4«f Sm%*« I 
iwr • Mac »• -M vw«t (••• a>l<M 

mm * r >sh r«M>a Tfc 


omi% wiiy mv»o 


Afcaowl Cfe«u, IBnjtrdifdbrU 


M^m P«*jo. t JI Meal. 


CUAflRT, HWK 
D4MI3 

«(»« U.««,l M.M 

SsSwSgaSS,*-*. 


O-ffcjx ordinal «_ri'o.<*CO 


T—i»c; Oonii BmU Mcx>4o*v, Pumuit 


^CCI RouJL Mii.jk.4r>4c»«l 


VlC<eiTl2 ^30 

Qiomel fto 
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T itch ghaut, 
ktabi n KIgIigii 
tat hi Slower 
GCH UPVC 
talking '/hlie 


tn*\+m 


&1kr% ««*■»«! 4144,* 


p^oMcrr 

KHKHUJ {UftBOIS 

ir® 

<<mm *1 • » ' i.« •■» I * ,n< m 


BRCPLff.' MILL 

lirmt 

z&ixzjrizr. ww&'« 
te^irww SA- 1 


dHui d-d Mil 4*4.454 


Ho Lot. Flo F»e # Maiiagometrt Foe • Op>en 7 de^e ei y.eef 

Call the team now on: 

01384 284114 or 07882 780174 

————— I DrO 3J 


BRIER U5t' HILL 
FBfTDifl STREET 

MkUll I UfCkjBul 

4 ^ .-ri )•/:»< * - f #t 4:«W< 
(Mi A C<»«ia»v r.^* CirtN J 
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III 


Jon Stanier 
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li»j t 1(4 1CM3I*. 
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ItrM.XvIahan, 
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i nr . l i . - 1 1:: 111 .*»>*: 
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Pkl* « »T> Fa ^, ft* 

^(Mknhein: 

Pf. ■ A fWx Bsr. I* * 



TF.immivi- 
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; i*» CN p 4 «4 ^ *rrt\ 


•*♦«■*■». wr*n Qb* 

'■id mn t - r,' 

‘•*4K C»|«* 3 Cl 

LMr4<‘ * 



:uRir...ir 

FMMifrmiTT 

auilflef^ wudoi 

Simihr, 6icbc*d 
□fccunt Gant, feipreK 
JJJJ V4 ft 



p.-K** 1 , LLV Ht-m 
crexrYtnTcm rmr 

fitmd lay tl lai* 
ci:i4 

I ai-m ,-ti iwi 
I vi i .Cf rsl pa* *y 


FW Vrow I»x 4 ts 

i ks ► kfial -i * « 
*>!•■ Ui« 1b«* 

A* » « * • , hi a a • '4>: 
LUCS *t*»l «.•"*<» 
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<jU 
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iiv« r.< « 
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4t)«blN^SCVM\M 

I4»ni I4r.«r »4a 

.1:41* taik.i, a*I 
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BZflK 


STRAITS HOUSE 



Tenrys:>n Road, The Straits Lov/er Gornal, Dudley DY3 3BS 

Prices from £ 112,500 

Sbc/w Apartrnent ^^o , .vOpen ToVievy Cal! Connells or 01.39^ 214770 


SlraiU House tv os^unnrrg 1»vo vlcrr/ dcr^oprr.eH o^mprising cf 
34oneandtwo bedrcori apetiment*inlheresidenhol areo.rf'TKe 
Sral^» LcoHed on Termv , K5n Pjood, Hie tie^opmeiH jvport aorKts^sion 
card ocift nw buld. Sircadr Mo«j&e cwpnftw « c:^'verhcd Georgion 
bmldin 9 buiH in the 102Qe> with two adjoining n&* buildinge. There 

is alkoHed pafi.nn;y for all cf revidetM* nrd communnl garderu 
With hi^t specrflccticrr vising «v highly reoemrn oi tied fo opprwucie 

occonn rnodolfcn on offer. 


Cell Connells for more Otaris on cn 384214770 


bakersproperty 


Connefls 




GORNAL 



FLAVELLS LANE 


lt*r*mt>t*tldiMYTiiiri wsrr 
in vjiLfubtkNrnl jp *itn Vila <it£i» 

4% 4*itir*t 4** |j* 

p^rovurmliBi lieltqpdK 
i-hraiH4»rPk4di ftliLirv 
if bH urt t* k fcfir* I m » 

K f * 4ti h u ft# bfto I 

s -pr tiv* 

i"Ja*-KJ 7 .i 4je >1* 

*fnwirtt0kTrmi;4ti u tiitHKiurt 

OFFERS based Of! € 129 , 9 t 30 


GORNAL 



ZOAR STREET 

5i«idou 1er:»4i iDuM^iftdntite 

»m hLlr .*kr r«kir;'.> Jsl M >1 <3 1 u 
.Tti p .Tipl ii“t| <Ivj 
Y ftikji u JttiK? A tr d l*jr i.itt 
i UJ Tetrjwd t Di -kA Orrnj Foan 

iMldNn/DftirBiliMlai 

4 wii» 4 p nricoi 

4 0) e OHR; 4 G ro lp ^ <3o*b n& 

4|i p^vidsompihin j 

OFFERS BASED ON £33,000 


residential sales & lettings 


01 304 252527 


07973 291881 
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2011 facelift for the popular supermini 

Corsa range 
is refreshed 
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The Corsa has softer suspension for a better ride 


Vibrant colours dominate the cabin 


The Corsa has been re-styled at the front to give it more of a ‘smiley’ face and bring it in line with other Vauxhall models 



THE popular Corsa has been 
redesigned to bring it up to date with the 
rest of the Vauxhall range. 

From February next year the car will sport 
a fresh new face, trims and colours. 

The Corsa, Vauxhall’s second best-selling model 
after the Astra and a near-permanent fixture in the 
UK’s top-three best sellers’ list, has now adopted 
many of the premium styling cues from other 
recently launched Vauxhalls, such as the Insignia, 
Astra and Meriva. 

The new Corsa features a signature chrome bar, 
carrying the new Griffin badge, stretching across 


Suzuki at the Clothes Show 


SUZUKI has teamed up with 
the 2010 Clothes Show Live at 
Birmingham’s NEC on December 
3-8 to become the show’s official 
car sponsor. 

Pre-launch activity was taking 
place at the Bullring Shopping Centre 
in Birmingham with Suzuki taking 
glitz and glamour to the streets with a 
catwalk event hosted by Jeff Brazier. 

He is the former partner of reality 
TV star Jade Goody who died of cervi¬ 
cal cancer in 2009. 

Visitors to the stand will be invited 
to participate in a competition to win 


the front grille, while a re-styled front bumper with 
a more prominent, wider lower grille gives the Corsa 
a smiling appearance. 

Framing the Corsa’s new face are ‘Eagle-Eye’ 
headlamps, which have also made an appearance on 
the recently launched Meriva. The units have a 
chrome finish and include daytime running lights as 
standard across the range. New chrome-finished fog 
lamps and housings complete the picture at the 
front. 

Complementing the Corsa’s fresh look are five 
new exterior colours in the range. Vibrant new 
colours also dominate the Corsa’s cabin, with seat 
trims such as Steel Blue and Tabasco Orange bright¬ 
ening the interior, accom¬ 
panied by a range of dif¬ 
ferent coloured door 
trims, centre consoles, 
air vent rings and door 
handles. 

Also inside, is Vaux- 
hall’s new optional Touch 
& Connect multi-media 
system, which replaces 
the existing CD60 unit. 
Touch & Connect uses a 
five-inch touch screen 
display featuring both 
2D and 3D maps for the 
navigation system, as 
well as a CD/tuner, aux¬ 
in, USB and Bluetooth 
mobile phone connectiv¬ 
ity. 

Outside, the new 
Corsa benefits from new 
16-inch alloy wheels on 
both SE and SXi models, 
while the 192PS VXR 
receives the option of a 
new 18-inch alloy wheel, 
modelled on the design of 
the optional 20-inch 
wheel worn by the 
Insignia VXR. 

The Corsa’s new 
appearance comple¬ 
ments recent upgrades to 
chassis and powertrain 
With its fresh new 
look, the Corsa is now a 
very different car to the 
one on sale a year ago. 
Before the latest exterior 
and interior design 
changes were made, the 
Corsa had already bene¬ 
fited from a long list of 
significant upgrades to 
its chassis and power- 
trains. 

Bushes 


a prizes including a pair of VIP passes 
to the show. 

For the show, Suzuki has teamed 
up with the cosmetic brand Benefit to 
produce a uniquely branded Swift to 
be given away as a competition prize. 

Lucky 

Visitors are invited to come to the 
Suzuki stand and enter their details 
into the daily draw to become one of 
the lucky finalists. 

On the final day of the show, 
Wednesday December 8, finalists will 
be invited back to find out if they are 
the lucky winner of the Suzuki. 
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For example, certain 
Ecoflex engines now 
feature Vauxhall’s Start/ 
Stop technology, which 
has reduced emissions on 
the 1.3 CDTi (95PS) 
Ecoflex model to just 
94g/km, combined with 
fuel consumption of 
78.5mpg on the combined 
cycle. 

To maintain its success 
in the small-car class, 
Vauxhall’s engineers also 
made important revi¬ 
sions to the car’s steering 
and suspension set-ups. 
Softer springs were 
employed in the front 
suspension, mated to an 
anti-roll bar with new 
bushes and an increased 
diameter, improving ride 
and control characteris¬ 
tics. 

The new Corsa range 
starts at £9,995, based on 
2011’s 20 per cent VAT 
rate. However, setting 
aside the 2.5 per cent 
VAT increase, which will 
apply to all cars from 
January 4, the new Corsa 
prices have only risen by 
between £60 and £75, 
depending upon model 
and, reflecting the exte¬ 
rior and cabin enhance¬ 
ments on all models in 
the range. 

The flagship model is 
the SRi 1.7 CDTi, priced 
at £17,390 on the road. 
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™wgs hjiu i-cKus i.umuLtniun 

oliJTJii'H AfejUJ tint 

™at- Afu ffiuu&GNWia 

207 l.43HIKN7a«ICJK 

mm hd swcuoutwB 

LG05LW QJL LtiSTJBIdUUtK 

mins hintfur a.5si tswit 

NWHHft ACtES I7UG0ICUCSSC 

LIU7&B rij-:: aUlKSHJKI LUOUWHIBlt 

HVH5 J®3 Ii||-J I .il I '.HRTOttl NfMTil IBLt 

LUJI l.dSHLKNftlO 

BG95CHL Sly|W 2.7STJBI UfciL 

VE50ULG AlLU I.4VBK5IMIB 

aiaiJH- cm i.fatsoucK 

3ijkhm aifltffljtui 

BG57GHU CifilUjJ 1.55 UUCK 

HVSflU 04 I.UPOKSSU 5W 

UU5UJE QUiJJiJ I.U3LAUI05UK 

W52B2U HI 3.2CUIWLBI KtL 


NON FRAfJCHflED STOCK 

Piimid&jTddw 15® 

TJUW 145® 

SUcYdhiw 725® 

I41SJ 

am im 

GUI® 17477 

B® sJiJUJ 

auu 2i!U7 

GRtT 74JUU 

Gity i-jiUUJ 

3IjJ- :d24l:J 

auu 3®75 

b® i-tiii-j 

GRtyi injijj 

:^l.iir 10137 

sb® iu® 

BLACK 2®® 

Sb® IJJUJ 

3LVEB 272UU 

bbj tm 

sb® 4®® 


£M 

£7,4® 

£*d® 

£Ud® 

£42® 


£12d® 
£7,d® 
£Ud® 
£1 2d® 
£Mdd 
£1 1,705 
£2405 
£1 I.2d5 
£7,dd5 
£2dd5 


£9.®4 

H?35 

£2®9 

S7.«5 

£ 0.®9 

£ 9.®9 

£7.®9 

£3,435 


£17,®5 

£0.®g 

£3.435 

£U®5 

£11.2® 
£7.4® 
£10.3® 
£7.4® 
£2 jO® 


±51)] 

±5D] 

±1.i]i)] 

£ija® 

£7® 


±1 i]i)] 
£ljQ® 
£9® 
njaoa 
£ 1 ® 
±5D] 

fijdoo 

m 

±5D] 

£1® 


Rcom 


Acorn Mitsubishi 

ww.acommlteublshl.co.uk 

Hagley Road West, Quinton, Binmingham, B 62 9 AH 

Tali 0121 506 6050 I 




<rCT3CJHrcn^TPMrnrifnima.'lJxci tlpluc VATn"txa 7 3-D:timpici 

• A -m •» rr»«H . vt<^« i *W- ■''» mu It* TW . ft i^h v >t ri . It > ■ 


C '.*C»4» Wt* mJ t- rtlMr 1 ittat » *■ X t*4lr{tt^w 11 «•(<>-«* ttlXCH — DrMtvr Unit itllHIIntt 

_ _ _ _ _ __ __ . _ -_ _.___ - ... _jilvt»l4ilm<C»T 4 »h B —H • rr»nu4H r 4> i .m ii<>t»>A» ■ ■ < > VlllMi IvlM Kr ( rtiWt4r«< »r tlrtlli »«*>X «4 mCu 

.<• *- zr +J *«!*;•.•*:• «•».. <?*»*■• - «•* • »* •>« «.*»* ♦-*. «» -hh'hmw t »* «•* •«. -♦ * »-v - .•»!-, ««••«* *• ^ •>*♦> >1/ 'I •*-•» *- »-» «»>t>« <t4 «» •-«•*>»» t urn r« ►*»»4N 

rtfMVIfk'itfmtMfKttM’M** «|b<» • - ■* (I .<!< *.1 • • Rvr MX'l'tM'M tn|nri*-| «t XM «4M«*ttW ♦ ■ .11.-.*- - - 

•«<»•■* »« « mUM Ai i »• • —♦ » <•(>■•••*« m • * - r *-»»<»« - «i r i #* t* t w» «»♦♦. ♦ »♦>« r *« •!•»•( -rt ► *-«» ir* *t-«rr< «*i <v« «.«*r* •»«**• or* • • «m « >,• t 4*. hi*i* x*4 *»•« 

i > .^»»»» uj». < •»»• i .it • Itfl i mImOw Mil t* niflli JwljwMi I MB6I 


iir?? 
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Terms & cciKJitonsa^ply. Ctfws to rehears and vansonJy. hbl in conjunclon wihauv other oilers 
aid apples 1 g iievi crd«ysonly 'jrrlh delMsy bebjteen 27th Dec emb& 2010 aid 31^ January 2011 
OHer applies te nranufacliiers list pice of llie vehicle, rot any extras, del fiery or associated 
nqgi sir at bn licensing casts 



Britannia 

Motors JLtd 


X JAGUAR ijf W S-TifE Auto. Mott lie 

Pant PAS. EW. AC, Alloys.*E7*t 

» WUXHAil ASTRA 14 CLUB 5-dooi: 

PASL EW. AC-. CD. Alloys. Otttt 

« FORDIlOtOEO TOO lit CHA HatcU 

Sika; FAEW. AC. Aloys. 044* t 

#4 VALT-H^LL ASTRAI.4 0_UBj .il HateU 
Mott lie Qo-y, PAS. EW. AC. Alloy* Face 

Lift.. Oittt 

04 BI.1V/ dices Black. PAS. EW. AC. 

CD. Aloys.04499 

07 CICVROLET KALOS -L2S 3-cloa: 


Met Eluo, PAS, EW. CD..Bi2» 

94 HYUNDAI 2.0 SB Coipo Facelift Met 

Blue. Fi.il LeatJiei; Alloys. AC.04499 

09 FORD FOCUS l.fc TOC I Diesel 5-cl: Mat 

Blue, EV* PAS AC. 03999 

03 VAUXHALL ZAFRA 1.3 ELEGANCE 

Reel Alloy* EW. PAS. 03409 

04 MG IF l.t Metnllic Black. Alloy* 

PAS. EW( CD. 03299 

04 RBI AULT MEGANE 13 DYNAMIC 

3-cl: Black Alloys. PAS.03199 

91 JAGUAR X-TYFE Vfc SPORT 2.9CC 

Alloys. PAS, EV* EM. RC. CL.03199 

94 PEUGEOT OH GH 3 -clon: Metallic 
Blue, 1 S2 lealiei; CD. Aloy* PAS. 

AC. EW. 03099 

03 UUJ^IAIL ZAfVtA l.CCLUB MetRecl 

PAS. EWt AC. CD. 7 Seats. 02699 

94 DAEWOO MARS OJ«3ESil*ei; PAS 


CD. 5- cl; only.. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


£200 


off AMY car! 

Paly tuarwlB ^d iu v 
«14ttKJV4l rtlTL 


PoviheLaBS, RoY/lsyRe« It, BG5 


OPEJV7MV3 

Hi MajirCndl Card* Ampiid 





iheiesi 

E'CHRISTMAS'S! 

IINIMUM £5~ 

LjPAR Tj EXC HANGE LEAVES VO.Ujl 

is mm wamLsii wax H*r. jw 

FDffiSIHHciit^UlIrtkl.JC1 

WUSUHIHFIIF 1SS irt. Ett Ftmn.JC1 

FHAJITID11 EJFIIHH Vt i* Fldh Mr..Cl 

phudtii i.i nnu* Eh.u.ii tfa FTrtBrmi hin .tin 

PQHDTJiHlM)[WH] 5 *l[ . til! 

FHAJLTlfflitt IIEGIWHI Hi M-l 1--M . SOS} 

mmsBiEtffw ns*w.ftimjir«i. . mi 

FJMK H11rrun IE If.h MM I ■! *■ = l l nq riflitr.03 

phuutis ii fiKHr nth aai 

HFDFUEli IK fKtJC EJfrilriMHr . 5111 


FHAJLTHflllEI.1131Hll ' P fl ' QS 

m iHmLiPfiHm^EniE^Zni^ch.Thikri^rM .ca 

FHflJLTlD 11 Elffisaw Qfl 

ng FiffiVfTDi.iXTMailFmjtJHiinniMrnhififirM.an 

nraraiFMRiviHmlJJiiim^K^luK . sm 

ng iraUffffiHlSSHrLJjOTlqi.Ofl! 

Fl| FHAJLTKfEDIJ^tmfiniV^rStbpnlMhtT.Cl 

FHflJLTreVtt 1.1 EI'ITBaW Hr Hi* hJWHkl.Cl 

ranffT!irni^tLM»ira:j(*nin>^iHr. qi 

PHUUTli 1.1 LXLttt Ett.lHlIrttl Fl*nllHi hill.Cl 

ffiTT 115 fflPfltw I 3 1- M I-:-: I ■■■ ■ :M ■! 1 ■ ■ iT=n trr4fl .03 

ni FBnPT^gHmaBHaJ - ^-1= 1 . ~ .aa 

miiRBirTmnBWFjR;iiEm P J - l l!nj| : i^ W-.M .ofl 

nj FHflJLTreMUEmCTHHraiw.aa 

FEE [i FEB IS \j, £-f.LhtltSt)( lllf* IHn .Hfl 

HVDTAfllifEI.! Tl Hr F5H, LMt M.lJflt) .03 

HffHD.D1.lLIIMBrti l-ii-.-ll Ti-qtl- 1 - -71 .03 

miiFURRFJ.rlUhmL'Inriaor^.01 

nj E?IJ]1l[3PmLMJt::ti(iflMH^kFnw. 01 

HKDFISAilS5\lf[inffiH[StW . Clfl 

nj PHnPTlB IIHM EHTTLH EX. Iill i Iflnitt FtWVld.Ofl 

FHDDT31 HEM:.ill m mci=l=!i i f !l i! ■ E ■ mji ria.Hi 

wnm ™tji ti ufl ffj ^tu.Lhifl^rni.cn 

FSlAJLmiCEmwqEHrliJIrAiat) .til 

FE1AJLTD.D 11 FMTTff l i-.vt; TTraa mr ifi h.r-r*lFidl hJtl.til 

nj PBDDTlFIIiiaftOlllIrtfl.LMSa^EnEIljlll .Qfl 

m ffiftTEAlJ THFR11 LHlti'ra Stull n.tsa 

DFiaERIHH)UHTCfllJ mi l-1 ■■ .irTTTTm :1 k; it }HK ..t?l 


ttIFT GET CUBIT? I 


a ju | na. F 141, DLDLT/ROM EAST 
IrJUUStr OLDBURY BG9 3DU 

apply anlhe (Mussaascw 

- ll#B$4nill <l llWt I BJftltt 



MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 






































































































Reply to an ad 

by phone 0905 436 6562* by pus l ^3 


Ui;SJ U5£ nuTtartalOv Uf£ Rrtw&l.yOu ■AilJ'i II"> 
iwfjortritoiaivivdiai (AVAi^i^i iifAH Uie li.-o 
rtCi. L:-v: imiiIm'. 


>0 
■!■ litlCfl* 


by LexL 73350 1 

Inin «^«t huo o moltf* |jfion$ oymDd rati boltfto 
■:+ri|;.■ ■:■ tkI WoLToUcawoI l:y Uw I>:■:■: n■ irriI:-w 
of lti* idwrttow j»i ■.■.+:■ fi b rooi»fi<ltoin<lton<lltto 
7$S95 rt . Fw 

c-fJYyoir -loIMfonkf IS:* L 1 bioW 11101 * jAoiiI n. b> that 
*ioylf 1.55 |»f nwwoy* ("bri/ 


l;ih;irih;ft;H AtaakY* 

irtiiijayn^yin ;ii a it*-; Ilya; 

Utti :A^lilrt-SUG.<.i5unl*!i) 

CKi:Wi'ttrt t HflTH 1 ■:' , I !i^ir; c'.> tF-Hrl -!iV, 

vyyj .1CX- k^hi-teyanrtintti 
ij'M.'i Alrtit*:*; Ort U5tf LsJi*. i.':J ;3 d5 A>itf Gd' I VrfiRl 

(JlYfei' Ur Cfi pA' iY^J - (m/O 1 ^^^ kxT.10) fU:JkA 
d5AL>itf; ti’ptf tal iurtfii': toLYitttf; £ £foi: h 
yOui'D'sSin Irilrt 1 , rtlliuiS yOu l£;frA id (.>.'M'iLiL':l. 
ituiThA' Il'm'U'is irfrtiLHtirLrtitiach A5. 


Place 

Cull 0800 
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I temaiUttril yi>ile;3?A yi>r 

iiiniM'vuhai fjiv^yAArt 
•aRA\ SAUlyGu ? i** ntidlSI; 
Aif.1l ■ArtrWk.iim.lyO.I lull 
mtattilLw (jGiAlIAyA lrt .4 iSleiLi I 
uhian ttontartK Iajw*; jrii ;j 
nek* 



Jrr if i’ll ew i^ortes to w* if ari . 

/rtfGRtf 0905 436 6564* 


FRtf 

PkDS 




match 


View pictures 

Texl 33333 


II ;*5 id'.-t-^il. I i;j-:; id 
A 3 i 5 Hi :3 IryrtTtYjl iTS.iUG 
it, (:tf: livy^i UlH; i55A3i5S 
U5£ ;ii'iflSilHrti 1 ltl-!;;l 
fjllilA 

fci.-i WOL'JnAT^^jiittflj 

MliTunari by Uie 

;3GbAilH;A'!; Ll\<. i5i.i5i>sr 

u^aaficn. 



Helping you find your perfect 
match in the Midlands 


woman saaHng man j 

Lid (a Tinf-rVCI^L "h.* ri r>>,v iir >3 
• j I ■u 1 . 1.0 loctid piOfrii. Sirpd :CHA"E 47 
to : 49 ii 9 me* wowi 

UflV Wft, 'hi ™p:,. :H.:.i.:V l.ft 

pjippl :r:nl will'll tHadiPHi'pl -jcd'pml'a 

i'l i ■ 3 1 ■ I :-d 1 i I j * 1 1 :h -.rn 13*11 :h 11 • I 1 1 ■ J p I :h -,<:h . 
: r 3 ■ 7 ■ ■ I:h pI;|■ 1 . Tid NO: 4449 42 i 4941 
Ron Ho^ 494 iaa_ 

RRUNETTE nlkH'di-.-: h'k/ 44. w?:lm 
IdmA ■ ■ 1 :-d■:, !:■> ;|>: Iadhl f-a 
li p: 1 pI:-d 1 i|:-ih■ J:-di■ a 1 :-d 1 i|:-. T>:IT>m>L "hi NO: 
ifj'db^jd aaaaoi ^asjrt? 

YOUNG Hlr/, wiiHiiv:, Iho^mI'/ IeiicI 
Id'ii'h: :p:'i.H ■ 31 1;r:■■ I!I m»i I'H fill, 
.Ml.?:, |3 *hJJ: LT71 "hi NO: U'JJb 

■taaaaaa aoHNo:aaw53 

dm hi.Ik -::h 
h: j l:-r , , 1 11 himI fmi fxjiiM, »?:hi »:(■ 

■ = 4 :h-,- 1 • a 11 ■ | nuf: fm ■:■ 31111 i■ :-ic-iI■ 
AC!A Til NO: U'd'E *1 jy Ht 5 yi 8 cm T 

aawa 3 _ 

OJflVY .. Ik-:n El'. Ip: ImI, 

E:*i.E,:i r-a whip: I'm hipI Iwi;|Ih will 

^liH'dr^:, 'nw/'f:-ii'| ■ 1 ^: 1 ■::-d■ 1 ■ | iiHk. 

"hi No: 555 S Add Utiyi : 3 o.n No: 

asaaa^S 

WH ETTY :1Eii fount: ik'in .. 

miiihiIp: iip:Hbi ii, 'flH-TH niiibii bi>dik 
link I':-hIlhm: lli>: thhI 11 ■ 1 p | :h ii Id': will, 
"hi No: 5555 Add ffiyi Sou No: 

asauYS 

R1BHDLY I:-Ih'*. I':,i:-J^ :JH:H'dr."- 4H-, 
: 4 i;|k iii'iii, |H':+::-c-i'3ihI, :-P7:kn :ilt:i: 
E-.*:, :-p:+.": 1 ri, 1 1 ■: 1 pI-,>, ii'^'iidHi:!, ;r:n 

... fn Lm "hi NO: Q05S AM 

idbidi: 30 HN 0 :a^jaiH 
72 YfH >^l wi'f:-w:i, wiiwl, It'si liwj'd, 
■pht^hxiIphi, 'Ihip:ii;l | PH^ai;i, iieh:4i:i 
EihI :-qa:■ a:-d iihii ii Im 3 Id': w!p>h 
!p:ii!l hipI N^i T<J NO: 505 S -tdid d*U 
aon No:iioas 

ATTRACTIVE ThI, Nwi. fmcnk, bT. Hi, 

..a I p 1111 l: J ,H, kii'l, li'HP::-d, ■ a a 1 >■ ■ I 

■JHl'i 'mil li'Jii'i w:>^H n'Ji'iii'i IhI, 
hiiif'l, :HJ |J.h ii«k, 4 b. .'M willi -wii 
Iphip: f'H w:ii'?iH 1 ■:tn Ip :h 1 :-d■ | j "hi NO: 

Ifj'db 4 jd aaaaon Ho : a 4 iaff 

OPBl I'l■ • a 1 • Ih,< r]iii:-icHii l">a 11 :-d■ ^ |H':J':h 

w'iihL w:'i.H hiipl, ■::-■ ■ 1 ;|, CJnnltHii 

imk f'i i p: 1 pI:-d 1 i|:- hipI iiph':. "hi NO: 

ijj'db 4 jd aaaaon Ho:a*iaaa 7 g 

ATTRACTIVE .. ■ a 1 1 ;r: 4 1 p|, 

wain wndw ifiyf'H :i'::*l Iiip::h, |>h:< 
ld>: 1 • J:-di■ 3 ■ :-J 1 1 |:-. "hi NO: 4 Sd flffli 

aon Noiiiawa 3 
?RINCE wwil'pl, npi:-d h: 41 , Ey.iiPi, 
■bllll'l hipI Ii'hp:: 4 , ii':-':-fl I'i'hfh. I him l: 4 >: 
b-l'n :-i'l HliH'di-.'i "hi NO: QttE AM 
■dbidiaonHO:aa 74 iB_ 

‘.NE'ST hA I bill'bn f:ncik, HliH'dr."^ :-d ■ 11 , 
'Kvm'p: 1 ^ N/a w:'kH:lin, '*:hii, hIIw: 
i-.-. in:d'L "hi NO: U5S Add ft»2 Run 
No ; a>ia7as 

LIE;A 'ti, 3u>: a w:'kH,,,:J.- 4lH M 
fe P:ipl:-diq>, iih .Jh: im >3 >l Td NO: U'JJb 
-tndybi: RohNo: j^dTi ag 


CURV'T iid-:lp|':id 1 ;| wp!■:**; bid, 

Id'p: :Ji'Hl >lwk liwi, k:---■ dt:rii':, 

:f:'d.:i IhI Irj'd-; Mink !■:- 'nif",' ld':'H 
|d'nwiM:Hwlli. Td NO: >114 4992 

" .4J 


aon NO: jbb^'jg 

RLIMtt-ji ■:+! ld-31-1-:, fii-l, ... 

iri-ai' 3 , 1 1 ■ 31 ■ = 4 1, IL>:h M: (era: I'll, w?:ki 
link. 14 NO: 4449 >B4 4 941 ROh No: 
aa-jaTaS': 

3jCND E JliH'dr.*:, -.A-rz^i bn-h,;, IhI, 
dm, 'Pi'^ 4'. 1 , wp:Lh l:JI, |] 'dkwpni J, 
4<l bi Tjd NO: 4449 >144 4941 ROh NO: 
441473 3 

RUMHlbwdi a:^ ■:+! fmcnk, NS, imp 

E'::h, Ek' =4 k :4-.>■ d, 11 p11 1 b4 -ail, wadui link, 

44 bil f.i LTR. Til No: 4449 >14 4 4 941 
30h NO:ilf>WYg 3 
ATTRACTIVE IciichI-:, 4^ SiT 

...I■:, 11 ■:- 1 p:: 4 , W 3 , lk:H liH-j'd, ii;|IiIh 

■ail, w-p:k>:iplH hw»a h'7:Lh dm Mink 

f h ..1p hC 4la|j 14 NO: 4449 

■144 4941 Ron NO: 417974_ 

YOUNG . 1 :4 •: 11 v fciiHl-:. 44. 

la..I•:, :-d■ 11 , im:.|p::h, N^ wp:kiHlkw: 

f a:, ■ ■:k 1 p:■ I n«k f'H Ni -31 -LhI d|jh':L hI i -h 1 
:l,i|:-. 14 NO: 4449 >144 4941 30h NO: 
ai'arib_ 

ATTRACTIVE 4A;i-d-j r-ind^ .. 

dm, limpl'A 11 ■:-1 i ■ =- 1 , I a ;|l 1 iiPHHbn, wp:Lh 

... fn I'li■ 3 1 ■ I:-d 1 q:j 'd:-di■ 3 1 :-d 1 q:-. "hi 

NO: 44 49 >144 4541 Ron NO: 4l'44l'4 


... >liid.':i, w:':Ejh mihE: 

Eh 11 piI d h .. himI E:Jh -d' I'll. 

Oi'lbiM JUjO: 4449 >144 4941 Ron NO: 
493439 3 53 _ 

ATTRACTIVE ii'ih-; 4 H. blH ^ 1 ^ cbm: 

iici, whLh, 'PHiidr, 1 , Wi™ ^liH'di-a: 
iichE: i^hiiiIii ^|>: f'H l"ii■ a 1 ■ I:-J 1 i |iich .Jh: 

mph'l "hi NO: 4449 >144 4 941 ROh NO: 
4 JY 474 

SLIM HliH-di a; w:r :H-Hk-d- 3 il Iwl ,' 
CaOM, :p?:E:h :-qa:■ a:-d iichE:, b 4 I':- 
diw: 1 a 1 p | i 1 a 1 * :-> ri, 11 1 • = 4 1 1 •:, | a :-:-c-a I :-E: 

dHk- 3 i:-dii|:, "hi NO: 4449 >144 4 941 

.ig 


aon No:49r3rag 


ATTRACTIVE T-mink, ib, din, hM'p: 
f'HEil'; iidclp|'3il, wakn 1 1 ■ a 1 ■::-d, ciiimi 
iihE: Eh fmi :-ai'l i'li•: 1 pI:-d 1 i |h iih-jIh: 
mph'l "hi NO: 4449 >144 4 941 ROh NO: 
44 f 44 f_ 

FH. 1 ALE hai'l, :pdi:i, fI'HrilH'il, w:nd 
f-a:, h'?:Eh Ef'din': fii'ai'l l'> I'w: :-ai'l 

■ a 1 ■ I■ a h bn 11 ■ I . Eh wIm: I wn. "hi NO: 

444 9 444 4 941 Ron No :49 444 7 
OJRVY !>al I■ h a■:■ I EhihI'^ Ihp:ii ImiI ii 
ll>: |:™i w:'*.h >dl'i mhE: l<> I hi / Ip: 


■EiTJrfllNGO.Hil:Jn:HMl:lH.*.lH:H.d /, 44 , 
Wjp: I'i'l, bfl !"lii:H, ail'dlp|':id, 'liiipi, 
■±H:tT/, :p:'d.H irni'i'HCH, w: 4 -.-:id, phiehii 

fn iichE:, 44 4 bE>H I■ a.a 1 p|, >=iiip| pJh 
k • h c-d 1 i|:-. T(J NO: 4449 >144 4941 a Oh 
NO :41 479 V 3 

aORRYh'l-j ^ >biik Ihi, El, ... 

EnkiijL wpkn m:dn 44 bJ'l wHp:- vil ■!■:■ 
hh Ip: in I'd'L Til NO: 44 49 >144 4 941 
aon HO: 414 Tf 4 _ 

GBl'JN E 'biw/!|.:ii!i Ih'K'. ;HiT:h, HR, 
w:>diH Ek>:iiBi'l'pl ;|'3il, /b-f'H fii'ai'l 
:-d 1 i| hipI 'PHip»nr/. b^i:J Ip: :r:ipiiip:. 

WhI M'lwi'bi. "hi NO: 4449 >144 4 941 
30h No: 4197 f 4 

ATTRACTIVE din I'hiehE:, :H 4 , At.- .I, 

I 'rilifil, bl Aim .I'l 11 , ■,-pmp| hI Ip:hiI, 

w:'kn'I'HPiiin 1 a■ p: I■ :-• kJ 1 p|, ■:k ::«1 iichE:, 
bV 4 /. Thd NO: 4449 >144 4941 RCm NO: 
4434 l'b_ 

44 YR ■ d■ 11 h■ h,-, a 1 ;| hI Ip::-b I, 'lr." j'ppI, 
iippIpiiii Ipiikl, Ik'si EJ:«::h, 'ppI'I'si, 
w:.*h ifsiH bJ'l :Hf will CSOH hipI dnf 
bn Ek>:» Til NO: 4449 >144 4941 Ron 
HO: 33 >I 417 _ 

DO .-hi kii'w wHchI w>hip:ii wrailV'iA.i 
■d'l |Hdil>: Ih'I-/ ipppIh h|pJii:i hipI I'dn U 


r.iacHiEvous wii v u'^adHid, v.j V 
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Kevin Doyle celebrates with Sylvan Ebanks-Blake Getting back to his best? Wolves’ Kevin Doyle challenges Kieran Richardson for a taste of the ball 



A relieved thumbs up from owner Steve Morgan 


United spirit is the key 
to late Wolves victory 


IT WAS one win. But it might yet 
transform a whole season. 

So important was this victory, and 
so overwhelming was the character 
shown to achieve it, that its effects 
could reverberate much further 
along the campaign journey. 

After all those mistakes that have led to 
early goals and late ones to strangle the 
life out of their progress this season, Mick 
McCarthy’s players somehow produced a 
performance that stretched every sinew 
and made Wolves fans proud. 

One radio hack said if Premier League 
places were determined on character 
alone, Wolves would be in mid-table. 

Try the Champions League because 
they turned this game around just as they 
were staring a 10th defeat in 12 games in 
the face, writes Tim Nash. 

The trick now is repeating it. They must 
use this hard-fought but ultimately well- 
deserved win to get something at Ewood 
Park before the derby season kicks in. 

For now though, let’s savour one of the 
most memorable performances of recent 
years. It was certainly one worth reflect¬ 
ing on, not least to pause for thought on 
manager Mick McCarthy. 

Because, for all the flak he’s taken and 
all the pressure he may have been under, 
who else could have dredged a display out 
of these players like that? 

Just when Wolves were poised to sink to 
the bottom of the Premier League, they 
somehow dragged themselves - and pos¬ 
sibly their manager — back from the 
abyss. 

No-one, apart from Wolves chairman 
Steve Morgan, really knew how impor¬ 
tant this victory was for McCarthy. Cer¬ 
tainly, chief executive Jez Moxey, the 
other directors and the players, see the 
manager as the only man for the job - and 
long term. 


Wolves 3 Sunderland 2 


But ultimately, it’s Morgan’s club. 

He was allegedly angered to the point of 
telling frustrated fans that ‘changes will 
be made’ after being confronted by them 
at Blackpool — whether the Wolves owner 
meant players, tactics or the manager is 
unclear. 

Yet, McCarthy was sufficiently relaxed 
to say on Friday that he enjoyed the full 
support of the chairman. 

And in a week when it would have been 
all-too-easy to show the strain, he dis¬ 
played the normal mix of blunt serious¬ 
ness, deadpan humour and no little 
colour. 

While McCarthy fronted it all up, the 
owner of the car with the number plate 
WFC1 parked next to the manager’s at 
Molineux on Saturday kept his counsel - 
and maybe even ushered a few words of 
support to his manager in his hour of 
need. 

And if that was the sort of solidarity 
between the ‘Three Ms’, then it was cer¬ 
tainly echoed on the pitch. 

Together 

Players talked before the game about 
being ‘all in it together’. Well, that spirit 
was in evidence like never before. 

And leading them, McCarthy - a man of 
big gestures. On Saturday he proved he is 
also capable of big decisions under the 
severest pressure with those four 
changes. 

Wayne Hennessey, making his first 
League appearance in a year, produced 
two excellent saves. 

But perhaps there was no bigger 
gamble than playing Ronald Zubar. The 
popular Frenchman had only played 67 
minutes of a reserve game after six weeks 
out with ankle surgery. But he rose to the 


challenge. 

Nenad Milijas slid into tackles almost 
as if he was the man he replaced in Karl 
Henry while Stephen Ward - in for the 
suspended Christophe Berra — supplied a 
stream of quality crosses. 

Maybe the biggest gamble was moving 
George Elokobi to centre-back. 

But despite being booked for a deliber¬ 
ate handball that led to Kieran Richard¬ 
son smacking the ball against the inside 
of the post and being out-jumped by 
Danny Welbeck for the second goal after 
he was beaten by Asamoah Gyan in the 
build-up to Darren Bent’s equaliser, he 
was otherwise superb. 

Bent’s equaliser owed more to Richard 
Stearman’s indecision. 

But for all Elokobi’s infectious defend¬ 
ing, there was arguably no bigger heart 
than Kevin Foley’s. 

Unable to train all week after tweaking 
ligaments in his knee, he produced a real 
captain’s performance on the day he wore 
the armband for the first time in a 
Premier League game. 

Also crucial was his third goal in seven 
games to put Wolves ahead. 

The drama didn’t end there, and it was 
a relief that Richard Stearman’s 22nd 
minute ‘goal’ - later proved to be rightly 
chalked off by England’s World Cup lines¬ 
man Darren Cann for offside — wasn’t a 
talking point. 

Credit to McCarthy, too, for two 
inspired substitutions. By his own admis¬ 
sion, Stephen Hunt has been poor for the 
last few games but maybe he can get his 
form back in dribs and drabs. 

Certainly the goal he has been threat¬ 
ening for weeks was excellently timed as 
he equalised with nine minutes to go. 

And who else but the ice-cool finisher 
supreme Sylvan Ebanks-Blake to provide 
the excellent finish for the winner? 

Super stuff. Now they need to make 



Stephen Hunt in celebration mode as his right-footed volley makes it 2-2 



Heads up - second-half action from Wolves’ win 


Man marking - how the players rated 


Wayne Hennessey 

Made two good saves to 
deny Bent and to tip over 
from Cattermole to justify 
his return from a year-long 
absence. There was the 
odd sign of rustiness which 
is to be expected, but he 
showed a cool head. 7/10 

Ronald Zubar 

Had one shot blocked 
and fired inches over. Zubar 
was in the thick of things 
from the word go and he got 
through some ugly defend¬ 
ing. 8/10 

Richard Stearman 

Another mixed bag. 
Denied what initially 
appeared to be a legitimate 
goal, he was at fault for Sun¬ 
derland’s first and was also 
caught flat-footed when 


Bent fired near the end. 
Never hid or gave up. 6/10 
George Elokobi 
Won the header for 
Hunt’s equaliser but did so 
much more. Booked for 
deliberate handball when 
Richardson hit the post, he 
was out-jumped in the 
build-up to Bent’s goal and 
by Welbeck for Sunder¬ 
land’s second. 7/10 
Stephen Ward 
Provided several top- 
quality crosses in the first 
half to keep Zenden on the 
back foot. He linked up well 
with Jarvis then Hunt as 
Wolves continued to probe 
Sunderland. McCarthy 
could have a dilemma now - 
him or Elokobi at left-back? 
7/10 


Michael Mancienne 

Went quietly about his 
business, picking the 
pockets of Sunderland’s 
midfielders when they 
broke forward while giving it 
simple when he had it to 
start attacks before he was 
sacrificed just after half¬ 
time. 7/10 
Kevin Foley 

Not only did he banish the 
memory of last week, he left 
fans purring with the char¬ 
acter and quality of his per¬ 
formance as he led by 
example. Scored his third 
goal in seven in a move he 
started himself. 9/10 
David Jones 
Tried to get Wolves 
moving by switching the 
play and trying to get 


forward. Was held back by 
Sunderland’s robust central 
midfield. Sacrificed just 
after the hour. 6/10 
Nenad Milijas 
One sweeping, defence¬ 
splitting pass into the path 
of Jarvis left Molineux satis¬ 
fied, but he also showed 
that he is now up to speed 
with the ugly side of the 
game, launching into 
tackles and tracking back. 
8/10 

Matt Jarvis 

What a performance. Set 
up the first two goals and 
could have had one himself 
as he terrorised Onuoha 
then Bardsley in another 
storming display of pace 
and excellent crossing. 
9/10 


Kevin Doyle 

Back to his best. Showed 
tenacity, strength, bravery 
and quality to hold the ball 
and set up the winner. 
Work-rate not matched by 
his finishing. 9/10 
Substitutes 

Sylvan Ebanks-Blake 

(for Mancienne, 50 mins) 
When you’re in a pickle 
and you’ve got a chance to 
score, Ebanks-Blake is your 
man. Brilliant finish for the 
winner after working his 
socks off. 7/10 
Stephen Hunt (for Jones, 
63 mins) Insisted afterwards 
he had no problem being 
dropped. 7/10 
Subs not used: Van 
Damme, Fletcher, Bent, 
Davis, Hahnemann (gk). 


Sunderland (4-4-2): 
Gordon; Onuoha, Mensah, 
Ferdinand, Bardsley; 
Zenden (Gyan 56), Hender¬ 
son (Malbranque 56), Cat¬ 
termole, Richardson; Bent, 
Welbeck. 

Subs not used: Da Silva, 
Angeleri, Riveros, Elmo- 
hamady, Mignolet (gk). 


Man in the middle 

Mike Jones 

(Chester) 

Gave a lot against Wolves 
- some of it unfairly - and 
also missed Cattermole 
dragging down Milijas in the 
penalty area. 

But he recovered his 
composure. 
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Everton goalkeeper Tim Howard dives to his left but is unable to keep out Chris Brunt’s superb free-kick. Right, the winger celebrates his goal 


Chris Brunt, centre, is mobbed after scoring the second 



Albion’s Jerome Thomas holds off Tony Hibbert 



Mikel Arteta offers an apology but is sent off 


Albion are back 
to ruthless best 


SO, what was everyone worried 
about? 

In one ruthless display Albion 
regained momentum, re-wrote their 
record books and calmed nerves that 
were just beginning to tingle among 
some supporters. 

It was tempting to declare ‘the Baggies 
are back’ after a collection of stunning goals 
earned them a well-deserved success from 
a high-tempo clash with the Toffees. 

But in truth the ‘real Albion’ never really 
went away, despite a difficult month that 
before Saturday had yielded just one point 
from a possible 15 and sent them on a 
steady slide down the Premier League 
table. 

While scores had been a concern, there 
had been little hard evidence in the previ¬ 
ous five matches to suggest anything was 
badly wrong, writes Steve Madeley. 

They were, however, in desperate need of 
a result as they arrived on Merseyside. And 
they delivered in style with the club’s joint- 
best away result in the Premier League. 

It wasn’t the high-octane, swashbuckling 
Baggies that shocked Arsenal at the Emi¬ 
rates Stadium, but the sight of Roberto Di 
Matteo’s rediscovering their lethal touch in 
the final third was a welcome sight for the 
Hawthorns boss and the noisy supporters 
who were so enthralled that they barely felt 
the cold on an icy north-west day. 

In fact, the match was disjointed for long 
spells, especially in a topsy-turvy first half. 

The Baggies gave the ball away a little; 
their hosts gave it away a lot. 

Yet, while the outcome might not have 
been vintage entertainment, the sides did 


Everton 1 Albion 4 


conjure up an intriguing end-to-end contest 
punctuated by five fabulous goals. 

And it was Di Matteo and Co who showed 
a greater degree of inspiration to emerge 
deservedly victorious. 

Few travelling fans would dispute that a 
4-1 conclusion flattered the Baggies. 

But, having seen a 3-0 scoreline flatter 
Stoke at The Hawthorns seven days earlier, 
there was little sympathy on offer. 

Di Matteo’s battlers rode their luck at 
times and defended well at others and, 
when they needed a hero, captain Scott 
Carson was on hand to produce his best 
Premier League display in Albion colours 
with four fine saves at crucial moments. 

Brilliant 

There was even a brilliant goalline clear¬ 
ance from Gabriel Tamas to keep at bay a 
home side who, while they failed to inspire 
their fans with some spells of uncertainty, 
did enough at other times to apply real 
pressure to Albion’s reshaped backline. 

And, with the back door bolted shut effec¬ 
tively on all but one occasion, Albion’s 
attacking players set about cashing in with 
the type of ruthless edge that has been 
missing at times in recent weeks. 

First to strike was Paul Scharner, who 
was moved into the heart of defence but 
made his most memorable contribution in 
the Everton penalty box. 

The Austrian, who loves facing the 
Toffees, despatched a thunderous header 
from Chris Brunt’s 16th-minute corner to 
give the Baggies the lead after they had 
withstood some early pressure from David 


Moyes’ men. Five of Scharner’s 15 Premier 
League goals have now come against 
Everton and Baggies fans will be hoping he 
can maintain his goalscoring form and be 
persuaded to continue as a centre-back, 
where he gave his most assured display 
since joining the Baggies. 

That strike drew the Everton sting and, 
after a good save by Carson from Victor 
Anichebe, Brunt made it 2-0 with a fabu¬ 
lous bending free-kick that nestled right in 
the top corner of Tim Howard’s net. 

Albion surrendered one proud record, 
however, when Tim Cahill became the first 
man to score a headed goal against them 
this season, nodding in a Leighton Baines 
corner to give the hosts fresh hope just 
before half-time. But the Baggies started 
the second half well and the key incident, 
when Everton were reduced to 10 men, 
arrived just before the hour. 

Gonzalo Jara was fortunate to escape 
punishment for a careless challenge on 
Baines but when, seconds later, Mikel 
Arteta stamped on the Chilean, Everton’s 
midfield playmaker could have no com¬ 
plaints about his dismissal. 

The Baggies produced two more memo¬ 
rable moments. First, substitute Somen 
Tchoyi cut in off the left touchline, beat two 
defenders and curled his shot past Howard. 

Then Youssouf Mulumbu exchanged 
passes incisively with James Morrison and 
netted from six yards with the help of a 
deflection off Sylvan Distin. 

Mulumbu celebrated unwisely with the 
fans and his needless sending off for a 
second booking was the only blight on the 
occasion. But it could not ruin an historic 
day that put smiles back on Baggies faces. 



Paul Scharner wheels away in celebration after 
heading home his first goal for the Baggies 
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BROTHERS SEAL EES** 


DEAL FOR YELTZ 


MILLIONAIRE brothers have secured the long-term 
future of Halesowen Town Football Club after a deal 
to buy the Black Country side was completed. 

Businessmen Graham and Godfrey Ingram have been given 
backing to formally take the helm of the non-league side. 

It was believed the club was still in talks with the Football Associa¬ 
tion about ratifying the deal. But it has emerged that the sale has been 
completed and the contracts signed to hand control to the pair. 

Administrator Marsh- 


Nisbett gives 
boss Thorpe 
his first win 


HAT-TRICK hero Justin Nisbett enjoyed a 
dream debut as the Yeltz ended their scoring 
drought in spectacular fashion. 

Tony Thorpe’s side had netted just once in their 
previous eight games but turned on the style against 
Brackley to move clear of the relegation zone. 

Nisbett, captured on a 
free transfer following Halesowen 5 

his release from Brackley 3 

Evesham United, had - 

each of his three goals defender on the line, 
provided by strike The home sup p 0 rters 


partner Lee Osborne. 

In front of just 122 sup- 


who had braved the cold 
were warmed up after 


porters, the lowest atten- the break when captain 
dance of the season at the Dallas Moore headed 
Grove, Thorpe handed home a Chilton corner. 


debuts to fellow new 

recruits Gareth Davies, _^ 

Adam Robinson and Lee third 
Chilton. 


It seemed the hosts 
would coast to just their 
victory of the 
, but defensive 
Flank frailties were ruthlessly 

exposed by Brackley who 
Just 10 minutes in roared back with two 
they took the lead when goals in eight minutes, 
good work from Osborne The Saints pulled one 
down the left flank back when a looping 
resulted in a low ball cr oss from Winters found 
across goal, which the unmarked Jerome 
Nisbett smashed into the Anderson, who nodded 


roof of the net. 

Brackley hit back six 


past Bussey. 

Anderson was involved 


minutes later when again for Brackley’s third 
Anthony Thomas flicked when his half-volley was 
a whipped Tom Winters inadvertently turned 
cross past helpless home into his own net by the 


keeper Nick Bussey. 
Bussey, who rejoined 


unfortunate Moore. 

But Halesowen edged 


the Yeltz from Redditch themselves back in front 
United, was called into through debutant 

action soon after to turn a Chilton, who stormed 
Winters shot around the through the defence and 


post. 

Halesowen 
their lead 


restored 


drove past Dorrill. 

The pressure told with 


a minute just eight minutes to go 
when Nisbett completed 
a famous hat trick, 
an Osborne shot and calmly chipping Dorrill 
rounded keeper Dorrill after a superb through 
before beating the ball from Osborne. 


before the interval. 
Nisbett latched onto 
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man Price said on 
Tuesday that there were 
some outstanding issues 
with creditors but the 
deal was done. 

Spokesman Gary Petit 
said: “The membership of 
the club has been has 
been transferred to 
Graham and Godfrey 
Ingram.” 

Supporters group, The 
Yeltz Trust, say relations 
between the new owners 
and the fans’ association 
have still not improved. 

Trust chairman Gary 
Willetts has revealed the 
owners have not had 
face-to-face talks with 
the group for weeks. 

“There is just nothing 
coming out of the club at 
the moment,” he said. 

The trust was due to 
hold a meeting at Hale¬ 
sowen Cricket Club, off 
Grange Road, last night 
(December 1). 

The Ingram brothers’ 
bid brought to an end the 
controversial reign of 
former owner Morell 
Maison, with the club 
reportedly having racked 
up £250,000 of debt. 

Expense 

Marshman Price 

backed the bid after it 
was accepted by 85 per 
cent of creditors last 
November at the expense 
of a proposal made by 
businessman Rob 

McNaughton. 

The Yeltz currently sit 
sixth from bottom of the 
the Southern League 
Premier Division. 

YELTZ boss Tony 
Thorpe was full of praise 
for his side after their 5-3 
win over Brackley. 

In his second game in 
charge, Thorpe saw a raft 
of new signings immedi¬ 
ately make an impact, 
none more so than Justin 
Nisbett who notched a 
hat-trick. 

Thorpe said: “There’s a 
lot of negativity around 
Halesowen Town at the 
moment but I was 
delighted with the per¬ 
formance. 

“We may not have a 
large budget but we want 
to entertain.” 


Nicky’s on the road to marathon 


ARUNNER 
from the Black 
Country is 
getting ready 
for her ultimate 
challenge - com¬ 
peting in next 
year’s London 
Marathon. 

Nicky Camp- 
bell-Nichols, 
aged 25, of 
Kmgswinford, is 
already in train¬ 
ing for the race 
which takes 
place on April 
17 next year. 

She is running 
nearly 20 miles 
a week spread 
out over three 
days and will be 
looking to 
increase this 
weekly between 
now and April. 

But Miss 
Campbell- 
Nicholls still 
needs to raise 
the £1,500 spon¬ 
sorship needed 
to take part in 
the event for the 
Action Heart 
charity. The 
sales adviser 
has already 
been sponsored 
£500 by her 
employer Show- 
ells Garage, in 
Stourbridge 
Road, Lye, 
towards the 
total. Her Mum 
and Dad, Von 
and Steve, have 
also been taking 
around sponsor¬ 
ship forms to 
bring in more 
cash. 



LondonHVIarathon hopeful Nicky Campbell-Nichols with Action Heart fundraiser 
Joy Brown, right, and Showells managing director Lawrence Good 


Sheen in his 
ring career 

HALESOWEN’S boxing Royal Marine Keith 
Sheen is treating his rematch with Andrew 
Patterson next month as the first stop on the 
road to personal glory. 

Sheen and Patterson slugged it out in a thrilling 
six-rounder in July with referee Terry O’Connor 
unable to separate the two at the final bell, scoring 
the contest a 57-57 draw. 

They will now do it all again on the same turf, 
Birmingham’s Holiday Inn, on December 20. 

It will be Sheen's first- 


fight since the initial 
meeting after seeing two 
bouts fall by the wayside. 

The 31-year-old had to 
pull out of a British 
Masters title fight 
against Sean McKervey 
in September with an eye 
injury, before again 
having to rule himself 
out of a shot at rising wel¬ 
terweight star James 
Flinn earlier this month. 

Sheen has been paired 
with Flinn three times 
already without success 
and twice with Patterson 
before the pair eventu¬ 
ally got it on, leaving the 
Black Country boxer 
keen to settle the scores 
once and for all. 

Talent 

He said: “I would love 
to finally get hold of 
Flinn. I have got nothing 
against him, but he’s a 
good talent and I just 
want to test myself. 

“It’s the same with Pat¬ 
terson, I just want to get 
that blemish of a draw 
against him off my 
record,” added Sheen. 

“I have got nothing 
against him, either. He’s 
a really nice lad and 
always produces a good 
scrap, which is the buzz I 
get out of boxing.” 

Tickets for the four- 
fight dinner show are 
selling fast. 

Call promoter Paul ‘P J’ 
Rowson on 07976 
283157. 


Willows back in the title shake-up 


WEDNESBURY Willows 
moved back into contention at 
the top of the Profix GB Indoor 
Cricket League following their 
victory over Asian Sports firsts. 

An excellent bowling and 
fielding display from the 
Willows ensured that Sports 
were bowled out for just 75. 

Mani Patel (21) top-scored as 
his side never recovered from 
losing early wickets as they 
slumped to 44-3 at the half-way 
stage. 

Willows had no problems in 
reaching the target as they 
eased to 80-2 with an over to 
spare. Omar Patel (25 not out) 


top-scored with useful support 
coming from Andy Warner (21 
not out) and Dan Slater (17). 

Smethwick also kept up the 
pressure at the top of the 
Premier as they defeated 
Titans. Zubair Shah (32 not out) 
held his nerve as Smethwick 
closed on 89-4. The Titans 
innings stuttered badly in the 
middle and they finished well 
short on 71-5. 

In Division One, Coombswood 
Seconds put the Coombswood 
Firsts bowling attack to the 
sword as they racked up an 
impressive total of 140-2. 

S.Peruzza (29 not out), Dan 


Jones (27 not out), Kevin Baker 
(26 not out) and Mat Coldwell 
(25 not out) all made impressive 
contributions. In reply, Coomb¬ 
swood firsts were all out for 80. 

In the other Divison One 
clash, Amblecote picked up 
their first win of the season by 
beating Asian Sports Seconds. 

Sports ran up a useful total of 
99-5, thanks to a fine partner¬ 
ship between Bhavesh Patel (39 
not out) and Dharmesh Patel 
(31). 

Amblecote struck back in 
style as they won with two balls 
to spare thanks to Adam Lock 
(28 not out), Wesley Griffiths 


(27 not out) and Alex Bingham 
(23). 

In Division Two, Skolars con¬ 
solidated their top slot by 
beating Stourbridge Storm. 
Skolars posted 107-4 thanks to 
32 from skipper Arshad 
Mohammed. Storm closed on 
81-3, James Wood’s unbeaten 30 
the main contribution. 

Indian Sports went second by 
beating Whitmore Reans. A 
boundary laden innings from 
Usman (34 not out) was the 
highlight for Reans as they were 
pegged to 96-4. Kiran (36 not 
out) took his side to victory as 
Indian Sports edged to 98-5. 


Lions are 
all ready 
to roar 


SANDWELL Lions Cycle 
Speedway Club’s suc¬ 
cessful Premier League 
application could not 
have come at a better 
time for the long estab¬ 
lished club. 

It provides a much 
need platform to help re¬ 
establish the Lions as 
one of cycle speedway’s 
most progressive outfits. 

It certainly provides a 
welcome relief after a 
three-year uphill battle 
against a succession of 
off-track problems. 

Club secretary Brian 
Buck said: ^First, 

Sandwell Council’s plans 
to redevelop Tividale 
Sportsground where the 
club has been based for 
the last 41 years, indi¬ 
cated that it was likely 
that a site for an alterna¬ 
tive base would need to 
be located. 

“Uncertainty followed 
when the council sus¬ 
pended these plans. 

Better 

“Now, the financial 
climate has resulted in 
the plans being scrapped 
altogether and the cycle 
speedway facility will 
remain in place. 

“And with a Premier 
League place secured, 
Sandwell can look ahead 
to better times after two 
difficult seasons.” 

Few people connected 
with the Sandwell club 
envisage the Lions as 
title challengers in 2011 
but with the rising stock 
of the Smith brothers, 
Lee and Matthew, 
leading their charge, the 
team will be competitive. 

Add to that a 
revamped floodlighting 
system, improved water 
supply and good facilities 
and it can be seen that 
the club aims to provide 
entertaining racing at 
Tividale. 
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